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The wanderings of the Jews in the Iranian
space

A lecture at the Institute of Iranian Studies, Tel Aviv University)

Benzion D. Yehoshua

In my studies at Hebrew university, | asked the professor to write a
seminar paper on the Jews of Afghanistan without knowing what
entered my head. He said: "Leave Afghanistan. We know nothing
about this country. There is no material on it. Get a document from
Italy and write about one of the communities there. There is
enough bibliographic material on Italy. Nothing has been written
about Afghanistan and you won't find anything. | will confess, in my
naivety | did not understand why there is no material on the Jews
of Afghanistan. | suggested to the distinguished professor that |
write about Rabbi Sa'adia Gaon. 'Very well,' said the professor.
What will you write about it? | proposed to write about the polemic
between him and the Hiwi al Balkhi. He liked the subject. | entered
the Afghan topic through a back door and discovered that there
was more and more material. You just have to poke and poke,
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search and find. That was my first job. After that, | researched the
wedding customs of Afghan Jews, a fieldwork consisting of
interviews. To my surprise, the work received positive responses
after it was published in the ‘Shevet ve'am journal, published by
the Sephardic Community Committee. Following the work, the
Israel Museum, through Noam Bar'am Ben-Yosef, began to study
the subject, to accumulate exhibits and thus the exhibition '‘Come
Bride' was on the wedding customs of Afghan Jews.

As | delved deeper into learning about the Jews of Afghanistan, it
was only natural that | would reach the Jews of Mashhad in Iran,
who are the ancestors of the most Herat community in Afghanistan
and my own ancestors. Fifteen years of arduous work brought to
the world the large-scale books 'Menidkhei Israel be-Afghanistan
le-anussei Mashhad be-Iran (FROM THE LOST TRIBES IN AFGHANISTAN TO
THE MASHHAD CONVERTS OF IRAN), which was published at the Bialik
Institute. The bibliography of the book alone covers 31 pages.
This 579 page book plus 64 plates was published in 1992 and
quickly sold out.

Following the book, | was asked by Columbia University and Birill
in Liden Holland Publishing to write the entries on Afghanistan and
Khorasan for the encyclopedia on the Jews in Islamic countries.
Following the book, | was called to go on a state mission
to the Jewish communities in the Muslim countries of
Central Asia. In these vast spaces of the scattered Jews,
| was involved in the construction of professional training
centers and Hebrew studios in preparation for the
immigration of the Jews who sat on suitcases. At the
same time we were involved in rescuing Jews from
distressed countries and bringing them to Israel,
sometimes under fire. Planes landed and picked up Jews.
There is no Jewish settlement left in the Muslim countries
of Soviet Central Asia that my feet have not set foot on. |
researched, demanded and documented the life of the
Jews there in interviews and documents and from my
own eyes on customs and traditions. A short time later
the settlements | documented were emptied of their Jews
who immigrated to Israel or dispersed to Europe and



America About my years of activity and travels in Central Asia, |
wrote the book: OK-YUL - A WHITE ROAD - TWO YEARS IN THE MOSLEM
COUNTRIES OF CENTRAL AsliA. Tel Aviv, 1996, 204 pages +

plates). The book aroused interest and | was asked to go
on a mission of the National Library to rescue rare books
and manuscripts (Ketubah, documents). In an arduous
journey through the various communities, we managed to
collect and send to Israel very important documentation
before it is lost forever.

My meeting with the Jews of Iran, Bukhara and
Afghanistan raised the central question in me: Who are
these Jews scattered over thousands of square
kilometers and physically far from each other? Is there a
connection between them? |s their origin the same? The
books written about the communities dealt with each
community separately and did not delve into the question
of the linguistic, ethnic, cultural and historical connection

between them. For the first time in my book BEHIND THE SILK
CURTAIN — MATIONS AND JEWISH COMMUNITIES IN CENTRAL ASIA —
IRAN, AFGHANISTAN, BUKHARA, Jerusalem 2013. 624 p+32

plates.

| brought these three communities living in the Khorasan
region in one volume. | found that the Jews of the Iranian
area of Persia-Iran, Bukhara and Afghanistan, living in
the Khorasani triangle of survival, are one ethnic cultural
division with the unique characteristics of each group
within it. The Jews were persecuted for their religion and
belief throughout the generations and aroused the
jealousy of those around them who sought to assimilate
them, first in the Zoroastrian society and later in the
Muslim society. When the Jews were persecuted on one
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side of the triangle, they tried for their lives and found
refuge on another side of the triangle.

We find that Jews, Armenians and Kurds were deported
in 1610 from the Caucasus to Qazvin, Gilan and Rasht
and the surrounding area, by Abbas the 1st. After 120
years of settlement, in the years 1732-1747, Nadir Shah
exiled the Jews of northern Iran, along with Kurds and
Armenians, to the Shiite stronghold in the holy city of
Mashhad, and this to neutralize the Shiite majority of
Mashhad, who hated Nadir Shah. The Persian dialect
spoken by these Jews was Golfaiganit, Giliki, a dialect
spoken in Gilan and Golfaigan as well in the western
province of Esfahan. It yielded profit to the martyrs of
Mashhad and also in other places in life, no one harmed
the Jews who benefited from his patronage, but after the
death of Nadir Shah, persecution of the non-Shia
minorities began.

Religious persecutions was accompanied by pogroms

The life of the Jews in the lIranian region — Persia,
Bukhara and Afghanistan — was a life of persecution and
hatred of Israel in both Sunni and Shia districts. Even
when the motive was financial and the foreign
environment was jealous of the success of the Jews, the
trend was to humiliate the Jews and at the end of the
process to Islamize them.

We know little about the 'Chala' - the handiwork of Amir
Bukhara. The meaning of the name is half Muslim and
half Jewish. Bukhari Jews, mainly from wealthy families,
were ordered to convert to Islam in the middle of the 18th
century. The Jews received a derogatory nickname and
were called 'Johud'. They were sentenced to humiliating
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sentences and the payment of taxes that Muslims were
exempt from. The collection of the tax also involved the
humiliation of the Jew. The message was — If you want to
be freed from humiliation and taxes, you must convert to
Islam and observe the commandments of Islam. Jews
who refused to convert to Islam were thrown from the
Po-i Kalon minaret to their deaths or drowned in a
reservoir. The 'Chala' lived a martyr's life - they secretly
kept their Jewish faith and outwardly behaved like
Muslims. Prof. Zand points out that there were three
groups of converts to Islam: 1. Voluntary converts to
Islam; 2. Converts to Islam; 3. Those who were
threatened to accept Islam or to die. It is estimated that
about a thousand souls were forced to convert to Islam.
As soon as they could, many of them fled to Turkestan -
the lands of occupation of the Russian tsar and there they
returned to Judaism. Those who did not run away and
remained in the Muslim society, lived in a Muslim
neighborhood, their descendants married Muslim women
and were buried as Muslims. Like the Mashhad martyrs,
they also had an important economic advantage. They
could trade freely even in places that Jews could not
trade in and as mentioned were exempt from the skull tax
imposed on Jews.

The descendants of the Martyrs in Mashhad and the
'‘Chala' in Bukhara, partially kept the Muslim surname
given to them when they allegedly converted to Islam.
Some Mashhdi Names: Hakimian, Nurollah, Abdolrahim,
Abdolrahman, Rahmanian, Ragabzadeh, Ismail,
Farajulla. Some Bukharian 'Chela' still keep their Muslim
name, even though they returned to Judaism: Aminof,
Babakhanov, Hasanov, Shamsiof, Suleimanov, Saidof,
Rahmanov, Abdel Rahmanov, Arabov and more.
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Dr. Habib Levy, a researcher into the history of the Jews
of lIran, put forward the explanation that over the
generations about a million people in Iran accepted Islam
by force or willingly. You can accept or disagree about
this huge number, but throughout the history of the Jews
of Iran the phenomenon of forced Islam accompanied
their lives. There were also The phenomena of voluntary
conversion to Baha'im as a social status. A sad picture of
Jews being forced to flee for their lives is presented in the
chronicles of Babai Ben Lotf. Closer to our time is the
Martyrs' Affair in Mashhad, which developed into murder,
robbery and coercion Islam. On Passover of 1839, 37
Jews were murdered, many synagogues were set on fire
and a lot of Jewish property was looted. Worst of all, they
were condemned to accept Shiite Islam. About two
thousand people fled to Turkmenistan a year later (1840).
In Afghanistan, after they bribed the religious priests, the
Martyrs openly returned to their Judaism in Afghanistan,
and until then a handful of Jews in Afghanistan lived
without a spiritual and economic backbone. The
economic status of the Jews who controlled a significant
part of Afghanistan's exports. The Jews exported krakol
furs, carpets and dried fruits to Europe using the
trans-mercury train in Samarkand and amassed great
wealth. There were hardly any Jewish craftsmen because
they were all engaged in trade, starting with match
sellers, peddlers of Sidkit in the villages and traders on an
international level. The leadership consisted of
immigrants from Shahid to Herat. Personalities of stature
by any standard arose, such as the members of the Gurji
family, whose name indicates the origin of their ancestors
from Gurji. The Herat community has undergone a
transformation. A leadership arose for it, educational
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institutions arose, synagogues arose, mikvahs. The
religious leadership led by the Gerji family managed the
life of the congregation with a high degree of integrity
between the years 1840 until they immigrated to Israel in
1950 (110 whole years). The rabbinate passed from
father to son and the education of the sons of rabbis was
ten degrees higher than the general communal
education.

In 1856, 17 years after the return of Martyrs to their Judaism in
Herat, the city of Herat was occupied by the Qajar Persian army.
The Persians did not forget to the martyrs the iniquity of the Jadid
al-Islam's return to Judaism and their betrayal of the Shiite faith.
They were deported from Herat to a concentration camp in the
suburbs of Mashhad, in the middle of the heavy snow, in a
disastrous journey that claimed human lives. A document from the
time period (Korot Zamanim by Mola Matthia Gerji) tells about the
hardships of the exiles who were placed in animal pens in the
suburbs of Mashhad:

The whole earth and the sky were stuck together with cold and
snow. The strangers also cried over our situation. Some of the
disabled, the poor, the poor and the old died of hunger and thirst
and the cold and the trouble of the road and the fear of the troops
and some were trampled under the feet of the horses who did not
understand the language, in this way they returned their souls to
God.

In the concentration camp near Mashhad, at Bab Kudrat, several
hundred Jews died from hunger and plagues, during the two years
of your stay. Some returned to the Shiite Muslim faith and thus
redeemed their souls. The British remembered kindness to the
Jews of Herat and Mashhad, who showed loyalty to the English
and helped British agents in every possible way and there is
extensive documentation of this in British archives. The British
demanded that the Persian government withdraw the Persian army
from Afghanistan and return the Jews to Harat and they answered
in the negative. Only a naval blockade and a British invasion of the
port of Bushehr, which harmed the Persian economy and its trade
relations with India, deterred the Persians and they withdrew from
Afghanistan and allowed the prisoners, after exhausting
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negotiations, to return to Herat and resume Jewish life there, until
they immigrated to Israel in 1950.

The triangle of survival - Khorasan - the land of the sun

When we talk about the 'triangle of survival' of the Jews of
Khorasan, we see at the apex of the triangle Bukhara on the five
Muslim countries where Bukhari Jews lived: Uzbekistan, Tajikistan,
Turkmenistan, Kazakhstan and Kyrgyzstan, which used to be
Soviet republics; On the right-eastern side of the 'triangle of
survival' is Afghanistan and on the left-western side is Iran, or in its
former name - Persia. The 'survival triangle' is therefore a
nickname for the non-permanent place of residence of Jews who
lived in Central Asia. The only way faced by Jews who were
persecuted for their lives was to flee from one side to another
within the triangle in which they lived. until anger passes. Some
have settled in their new place of residence, and some have also
abandoned it in favor of another side of the survival triangle. The
persecuted Jews were naturally looking for personal security and
financial security, temporarily or over time. This is probably the
main reason that the Jews were engaged in trade and instead of
real estate they preferred liquid and realizable property.

The 'Triangle of Survival' is located in Khorasan which is part of the
Iranian space. The region is known to us by its historical name
'Great Khorasan', whose borders were not fixed and they changed
over the years. In some sources it is said that its borders reached
the gates of Greater India (before 1947). Khorasan included in its
domain not only eastern Iran but also all of Sogdiana and
Transoxania between the great rivers - the Amu-Darya and the
Syr-Darya, between which Uzbekistan is today. In ancient times,
Khorasan extended over the eastern part of the Persian Empire
and it included the great Persian desert - Dashti-i Kabir. Among the
cities included in it, we find Nishapur and Tus in Iran, Balkh and
Herat in Afghanistan, Maro-Mari in Turkmenistan; Samarkand and
Bukhara in Uzbekistan. In the north it bordered the Caspian Sea
and in the south it bordered Sistan in eastern Iran and the
Hindu-Kush mountains in Afghanistan.

Today, Khorasan's borders are in northeastern Iran, most of
Afghanistan, and the southern parts of Turkmenistan, Uzbekistan,
and Tajikistan.

Iran's current borders with its neighbors to the east and north are
political borders and do not reflect the vast expanse of Persian
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culture, which included Afghanistan and the five Muslim countries
of Central Asia. The connection between Iran and Afghanistan is
reflected not only in the Persian language in its various dialects,
but in a huge amount of books and customs, which are common to
the peoples of the region. Afghanistan and the Persian-speaking
countries in Central Asia are much closer to Iran than Persian
Azerbaijan, where they mainly speak Azeri, which is a Turkish
dialect. Furthermore, the great authors in the Persian language
lived and worked in Khorasan during the cultural-literary
renaissance of the Persian-speaking peoples in the 9th, 10th, and
11th centuries, including Rudaki (died 940), Dakiki (died 975),
Anzari (died 1039) and the greatest of them all Pardosi - the author
of the Shah Nama (died 1020) - are considered a common cultural
asset for the peoples of Greater Khurasan.

Beginning with the Arab conquest of Khorasan and especially from
the 8th century, there is Jewish - Rabbinic and Karaite -, Arabic
and Persian documentation that indicates the settlement of Jews in
Khorasan. Jews settled in Maru-Mari, in Alach and in the nearby
town of Bab al Yehud, whose name was changed by the Muslim
conquerors to Maimaneh. Jews lived in Ghazni, Baharat, Nishapur,
Bukhara, Samarkand and the holy city of Mashhad. Jews also
settled in the desert oasis of Khorezm, in the cities of Haya and
Orange. Archaeological evidence and tombstones from the period
before the Mongol invasion were found, indicating Jewish
settlement also in Khosh Khaq (the good land). On the mountain
road, east of Herat. The discovery of the Afghan Geniza not long
ago in the caves in the Balach region indicates not only Jewish
economic activity on the Silk Road but also the existence of Jewish
life in the immediate vicinity. From the discoveries we learn that
from a halachic point of view the Jews of the region relied on the
rulings and instructions of the geniuses of Babylon. They financed
the activities of the yeshiva and in return they sent rabbis, cantors,
butchers and mohels.

Immigration for commercial purposes

Not only religious and anti-Semitic persecutions forced the Jews of
the region to migrate from side to side in the triangle of survival.
Economic existence played an important role in the survival of the
Jews of the region. We tend to move from small settlements to the
capital or to a central city, where trade and culture took place. We
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find that Jews immigrate to Kabul in Uzbekistan, to Alma Ata in
Kazakhstan, to Dushanbe in Tajikistan, to Samarkand and
Tashkent in Uzbekistan, and of course the great migration in Iran
from the periphery to the capital Tehran. As early as 1867, 75% of
Tehran's population was the result of migration from villages and
small settlements until they resulted in a population explosion. In
the 1966 census it turned out that 54% of the population of Tehran
were not born there. For reasons of personal security and
economic and educational advancement, the Jews of Iran,
including the Martyrs of Mashhad, settled in Tehran and upgraded
their educational and economic status.

It is interesting to follow the migration of the Mashhadim following
sources of livelihood. Some of the Jews of Mashhad moved from
Herat to Kabul, the capital, which since 1776 replaced the capital
Kandahar, Kabul, located between India at the time and Bukhara,
allowed them to act as intermediaries in the indigo dye trade
between Indian merchants and the Jews of Bukhara, who were
engaged in fabric dyeing. The large amount of money earned by
the Jewish Kabul merchants was not invested in Afghanistan but
was directly transferred to banks in Moscow and London. The
evasion of paying taxes and the extortion of prices in the
production of alcohol for the production of gunpowder, aroused the
anger of the Emir Abdul Rahman Khan and in 1886 he issued an
expulsion order for the Jews in Kabul. Their property was
confiscated and they were deported to Tashkurgan in northern
Afghanistan. Very quickly they leave their place of exile and reach
Samarkand, which was ruled by the Russian Tsar. The merchants
of Kabul found much blessing in the emigration that brought them
to Samarkand. Extensive economic possibilities opened up to
these Jews. Very quickly they made an economic soldier as
international traders. They imported and exported goods: they
exported to Europe krakol furs, carpets and dried fruits and
imported fabrics, furniture, tools and appliances from Russia and
China. Tremendous wealth that ended at once in the revolution of
1917 and they were forced to flee for their lives to Afghanistan or
to Mashhad in Iran, where they returned to the life of martyrs after
77 years of Jewish life.

If we follow a

If we follow the migration of these Jews, which began with the
migration from the Caucasus to northern Iran and from there they
were exiled to Mashhad, and from Mashhad they reached Herat in
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western Afghanistan and from there to Kabul in eastern
Afghanistan and Makabul reached Samarkand and were a
dominant factor wherever they went. They flee from Samarkand
following Lenin's economic plan and Stalin's five-year plan, and
you can't believe it - after a few generations they don the martyr's
helmet again and live in Mashhad. - How do we define these
Jews? Caucasians - because of their origin? Persian-lranians -
due to their residence in Qazvin and Mashhad? Afghans - due to
their place of residence in Herat, Kabul and Tashkurgan? Buharim
- because of their residence in Samarkand? Or maybe we will call
them Eretz Yisraelites - because some of them took part in the
construction of the Buharim neighborhood in Jerusalem and later
some of them left the country for trade in Europe and America?

In any case, these wandering Jews are from the Persian-speaking
Iranian region. They have migrated throughout their history,
willingly or by force.

Migration on economic grounds - the trading cities

One of the characteristics of the Jews of the area of Bukhara,
Afghanistan and Iran is the departure for long periods to the
trading cities in Central Asia. The men were absent from their
home for many months and arrived home on the eve of Passover
and the eve of the terrible days. The merchant caravans lasted for
many weeks and involved many dangers from robbers and beasts
of prey. More than once they arrived in the city where they live
after the holiday was sanctified and the rabbis prevented them
from entering the city and meeting their family until after the
holiday. This caused great unrest and a rebellion against the
rabbis.

However, the rabbis in the big cities made sure that the merchants
observed all the religious mitzvot. They sent to the trading cities
'holy vessels' - that is, butchers, cantors, rabbis and shofar blowers
in the terrible days. The merchants lived in a caravanserai that was
under their complete control and on Saturdays they locked the
gates of the caravanserai and there was no going out or in it.
When the merchants established themselves in the trading
stations, their wives joined them, children were born and sap was
sent from the central city. All the holy vessels were also a little
engaged in trade and supplemented their income from the money
of the merchants.
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In fact, this is how the trading stations on the Silk Road were
established and conducted in the previous centuries, except that
the governing and supervising body from a religious point of view
sat during the time of the Geniuses in Babylon. They removed
from him the head of the diaspora and the heads of the yeshivas
and in return were sent to them 'holy vessels' that managed the
religious life.

In recent generations we find Jews abandoning their families and
going to the trading cities or trading stations: Uba, Andchoi, Akche,
Ghazni, Gazargaa, Yolotan, Mazar-y Sharif, Maimana, Meru,
Sarkhes, Kala-y Nov, Kunduz , Shibergan, Tashkurgan,

The traveler Ephraim Naimark said about the city in the 19th
century:

Their honorees [of Anusi Mashhad] | cannot call by name lest |
reveal a secret. It is true that if he spoke to them, he would be able
to search for them in the market of Nizashani, from which these
martyrs would come every year. And whoever has a broad mind
will be able to get to know them, and what's more, the man who
will come to the city of Meru on the new railway [the trans-Caspian
railway] will also be able to send them letters in the Rashi script
and the holy language through the post office in Meru, if he knows
that the name of one of the dignitaries of the community...

At the time of the founding of this city, about twenty Rathean Jews
were found there who had trafficked the Turkmens, and after the
order was issued to them to leave the city if they did not take part
in the building, they made an effort and bought them a large area
of land and built houses and shops there. Mashhadim from the
Martyrs also fell upon them, until about sixty of our brothers
gathered there whose members of the house live in Mashhad and
in Harat... and then also came from our Bukhari brothers Ze'ir
there in Mervah.

The wonderful thing about this story is that the martyrs of Mashhad
did not get stuck in Mashhad but left Mashhad for trade purposes
for a long or short period of time and they are engaged in trade in
the trading cities in Turkmenistan, and in other cities in northern
Afghanistan and northern Iran. The elderly parents, women and
children were left in Mashhad and these were left to live a martyr's
life in Mashhad, while the merchants, on the other hand, went to
the trading cities, where they engaged in trade and behaved
openly as Jews. During the Rosh Hashanah and Passover
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holidays they went to their families in Mashhad and there they
returned and behaved like martyrs who outwardly observe the laws
of Shiite Islam. And so it repeats, God forbid.

Arminius and Vembri tell of his meeting in the city of Herat with one
of the martyrs who traded in antiquities in Herat. A beautiful
connection was established between the Mashhadi who behaved
as a Jew in Harat and Arminius and Meri. One day Vembri met this
Jew in Mashhad and addressed him in a friendly manner: Hello
Jew!

The shocked man, Vembri said: Here in Mashhad | am a Muslim.
Don't call me a Jew, because | might pay with my life.

Expulsion of Jews and exile

The Iranian and Afghan orientation was pro-Nazi during the
Second World War, but already decades before, similar to the
colonies of the Templars in our country, there were colonies of
Germans in this area in the Aztala that enlightened Germany came
to help the backward East. The Germans established educational
institutions, hospitals. An entire generation of Afghans learned
German and many went to Berlin, studied at German universities
and adopted a Nazi orientation. The situation was no different in
Iran. Reza Shah was dethroned in 1941 due to his German
orientation. Following the Russian and British invasion of Iran, he
was deposed and replaced by his son Muhammad Reza Shah
Pahlavi.

Already in the First World War and especially in the Second World
War, hundreds of German agents arrived in Iran and Afghanistan,
who were engaged in inciting a tribe in a tribe on the border with
Great Britain in India. Oil wells under British control were blown up,
about 6000 warriors from the tribes of Waziristan raided under
German guidance into the territories of India. At the same time,
they initiated incursions of destruction and destruction into the
territories of the Soviet Union. They trained and equipped the
armies in the use of modern weapons, trained intelligence, army,
police and secret police. The basic intention was to engage
Russian and British forces to relieve pressure in Europe. They
sought to attract raw materials, oil and minerals from Central Asian
countries. Before going to the field, the agents converted to Islam
in Berlin and learned the language of the destination country.
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The Russian and British invasion of Iran in August 1941 and the
arrest of the hundreds of agents and their deportation to India was
a warning to the Afghans who arrested the agents and handed
them over to the British. The agents sat in prisoner of war camps
in India until the end of the war. Before the elimination of the
German agents, they served as shadow advisers to ministers and
office managers and according to them there will be talk.

The Jews were deprived of their livelihoods, meaning they could
not trade with the world. Until then, most of the exports in
Afghanistan were in the hands of Jews. The closing of the trade
gates left the Jewish merchants with a large stock of furs and
bankrupt. The trade and export center moved to Berlin. Jews were
removed from the trading cities and concentrated in a few key
cities, out of a desire to control the Jews and do with them as they
wished. In Balach, the Jewish ghetto was obliterated and roads
were paved over the Jewish homes. The Jews were forced to live
in the open fields in unbearably harsh climatic conditions. The
authorities offered to move the women and children to Muslim
homes on the assumption that they would convert to Islam. The
Jews came to Lem.

Escape from the Soviet Union to Iran and Afghanistan

Lenin's new economic policy (NAP) and Stalin's five-year plan in
the 1930s led to the exposure of Jewish property and its
confiscation. Thousands of Bukharian Jews fled to Iran and
Afghanistan with the intention of obtaining certificates and reaching
the Land of Israel. To be absorbed in trade in Iran and Afghanistan
for a period of time, to the chagrin of local merchants or Indian
merchants who operated in the region, the plight of the Bukharian
Jews and the local Jews worsened. Jews were accused of spying
for the Soviet Union and for the benefit of Great Britain And the
certificates were slow to arrive. The solution could have been
mass immigration, but the calls to the aliya institutions were mostly
false and the preferences for the aliya were different. Even when
the state of Israel was established, the aliya department was
suspected of being bastards and only the chief rabbi, Meir Hai
Uziel, approved the immigration and determined that they are
kosher Jews. Jews from Afghanistan are begging to immigrate to
Israel.

A letter sent from Afghanistan in Hebrew indicates their absolute
mastery of the Hebrew language and above all the Jews'
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understanding of the anti-Semitism of their time: after the
establishment of the state. The escape from exile was hindered
because in Israel they were not at the top of the list to immigrate.

Everywhere we turn - the Eye of the Kingdom. And even with this
country we are looked down upon. And if you wonder that in the
20th century, after World War II, such an anti-Semitic and fascist
state remained in the world, the wonder is not so great, since it is
known to your honor - the people of the Jewish Agency - that in the
democratic, moral and cultural world of the European continent, a
great holocaust happened to the Jews of Germany and Austria,
etc. of the killing of six million of our brothers who were killed by
the unclean Nazis from whose stain we have not yet been healed.
We are in the exile of Ishmael, a wild and uncivilized people, all the
more so because we are all in great danger, the danger of souls,
since the way of the star of Jacob, from the day the first
government of the people of Israel was established, their hatred for
us has multiplied twofold.

Displaced people find refuge in Central Asia

The terms 'Children of Tehran' and ANDRES army are familiar in
the context of Iran. Iran served as a country beyond the Polish
Anders army. Among the recruits for this army were thousands of
Jews, who were looking for a way to be freed from the
concentration camps and to leave the Soviet Union. The large
number of Jews, especially in the first units, aroused suspicion and
opposition on the part of the Poles. There were often unstable
relations between the Jewish soldiers and the army officers and
claims bordering on anti-Semitism were directed against them,
such as about the "disloyal behavior" of the Jews during the Soviet
occupation. After that, many Jews who asked to be accepted into
the army were disqualified due to their origin. A proposal was
made that did not come to fruition to establish a separate "Jewish
Legion" within the army. The families of several hundred of the
Jewish soldiers joined the army on their journey to the Land of
Israel, along with 716 Tehran children. Upon arriving in lIsrael,
many Jewish soldiers defected and remained in the Land of Israel
as illegal immigrants. One of the soldiers in Anders' army was
Menachem Begin. Upon his arrival in Israel, Anders received a
leave of absence from the army and was appointed the
commander of the Etzel organization. The Poles called for him to
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return to service, while his friends in Etzel called for him to defect,
but he refused and returned to service. Only after he was legally
released did he return to serve as the commander of the IDF.

The German invasion of Eastern Europe and Russia in 1941-1943
led to the flight of hundreds of thousands of displaced persons to
Central Asia, among them tens of thousands of Jews, seeking
asylum. The Muslim countries gave shelter to the Jews to the best
of their meager ability.

Many thousands, mostly children, died of hunger, cold, epidemics
and malnutrition. At the end of the war, thousands returned to
Poland, but tens of thousands of Jews remained to live in the
Muslim countries



