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Abstract: 
 

This scoping review study maps out current approaches to community-based heritage 
documentation. The research has emphasized inclusive and participatory practices, approaches 
that move beyond the traditional way of conducting cultural mapping. It will serve as a 
foundation for the proposed project entitled Documenting the Undocumented: A 
Community-Based Heritage Inventory. The study will be used to develop a multi-source and 
community-led heritage inventory. It hopes to take into account varied sources such as museum 
and archive items, special collections of private collectors, oral histories, Indigenous knowledge 
of the IPs, and academic research, making it available in one platform. The study looked into 
related literature from several researches from 2010 to 2024, analysing the development and 
effectiveness of participatory or community-led documentation of heritage. The study was 
pursued due to identified fragmented knowledge sources. It lacks validation in 
post-documentation during the cultural mapping and an absence of common digital 
infrastructure. Initially, these are the three major themes that emerged: inclusive determination of 
heritage materials, the importance of oral histories as community narratives, and the role of 
museums, archives, and libraries as repositories. This review will try to outline a flexible model 
for heritage documentation and contribute to the scholarship of community-based heritage 
documentation. 
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