ELA

8th Grade (Rising 9th) 22-day Lesson Plan

Unit Overview:

Superman Smashes the Klan and
American Born Chinese by Gene
Luen Yang
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“Gane Luen Yang has created that rar aeticie
3 oyt Lale with somertiing e b sy 3bout Amenican youth”

In this unit, students will explore themes of alienation, the search for one’s identity,
assimilation and the power of fighting back against oppression. Students will read two
graphic novels by award-winning author Gene Luen Yang that portray characters who
are struggling to define themselves as they attempt to reconcile the stereotypes and
limitations imposed upon them, while also advocating for self-acceptance and standing
up to hatred. By exploring the experiences of Chinese Americans in these two
thought-provoking graphic novels, students will recognize the humanity, brilliance and
beauty of those who have been oppressed, marginalized or dehumanized.

Superman Smashes the Klan switches between two connected narratives of two
immigrants searching for ways to belong. Superman must fight against the rise of a
white supremacist group called the Klan of the Fiery Kross while also grappling with his
own identity as an alien superhero living among humans. Roberta and her brother,
Tommy, have just moved with their parents from Chinatown to the center of Metropolis,
where they encounter intolerant peers, families and institutions.

American Born Chinese takes place in three separate plot lines following three unique
characters: the Monkey King, Jin and Danny. While these narratives appear separate at
first, they unite in surprising and profound ways. The Monkey King, a character based on
classical Chinese mythology, desperately wants to earn his spot among the immortal
gods in heaven and is willing to change his identity for that acceptance. Jin’s story
explores his experience growing up in American schools and facing explicit intolerance
from his peers and teachers. Danny grapples with stereotypes and exclusion that result
from his Chinese cousin, Chin-Kee (we’ll refer to him as Chin), and his yearly visits.

This unit is designed to push students to understand how authors develop characters’
points of view, recognize contrasting points of view, and dissect narratives told through
multiple characters and perspectives. While students will gain meaningful experience
with analyzing these literary devices, this unit also pushes students to appreciate the art
of a graphic novel—they will analyze the visual elements to understand how the artistic
choices, paired with the text, contribute to the overall meaning.

In addition, while reading these stories, students will engage in a daily word or world
knowledge building routine. This routine will introduce students to key vocabulary and
content knowledge that will help them better understand stereotypes, specifically as it
relates to the Asian American experience. Throughout the summer, students will get
daily practice exploring, analyzing and practicing strong argumentative writing in order to
be able to articulate their ideas and understanding of the novel.
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Standards of Focus

8R1
8R2
8R3
8R4
8R6
8WH1

Learning Goals

Essential Questions

e Where does power come from, and how do you gain or lose power?
e \What do you lose when you deny your true self?

Enduring Understandings

People gain power and strength through self-acceptance and confidence.

e \When we deny or try to hide our true selves, we lose power.
When others alienate us, discriminate against us or otherwise are intolerant of our
true selves, we can lose power.

Writing Skills

This unit's lessons are designed to develop students' writing skills by helping them
confidently express their ideas about the text. Each day, teachers will present a focused
mini-lesson on a key writing concept, which students will then apply in their independent
writing about the day's text.

Key Points

e A full paragraph includes a claim, context, two pieces of evidence and an analysis
that explains how the evidence supports the claim.

e A claim must answer all parts of the question.
Evidence is relevant and sufficient if it fully supports the claim.
A strong analysis needs to do more than restate the claim or evidence. It needs to
explain how or why the evidence proves the overall argument of the paragraph.

e When writing the context, include what happened right before the evidence. Do not
include what is happening in the evidence.

e |t can be effective to show cause and effect in your analysis by using words like since
or because.

e |t can be effective to use phrases like instead of or rather than in your analysis to
show the contrast between what did happen and what could have happened.

Learning Output

Informal Written Assessments

e Students will have a daily opportunity to write a short paragraph in response to the
Deeper Meaning Discussion about the text.

End-of-Unit Assessment

e Students will take the pre-/post-assessment at the start and end of the unit.
e Students will engage in a discourse-based and written Essential Question reflection
on the last day of the unit.
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Unit At-a-Glance

Day 1

Day 2

Day 3

Day 4

Day 5

Day 6

Day 7

Day 8

Day 9

Day 10

Day 11

Day 12

Day 13

Day 14

Day 15

Day 16

Text

Unit Launch

p. 7-20

p. 21-36

p. 37-55

p. 56-78

p. 81-105

p. 106-131

p. 132-153

p. 155-181

p. 182-199

p. 200-226
End-of-Book
Wrap-up

p. 7-20
Chp. 1

p. 23-40
Chp. 2

p. 43-52
Chp. 3

p. 55-84
Chp. 4
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Deeper Meaning Question for Discussion and Writing

Pre-assessment
Pre-assessment Scoring Guide

What parallels can be drawn between Superman and the Lees?
(8R3)

What best reveals aspects of the villains in this section: the use of
dialogue or illustrations? (8R3)

Gene Luen Yang chose to have his characters use the word “alien”
to refer to both Roberta and Superman. How does being viewed as

an “alien” affect them? (8R4, 8R2)

How does Gene Luen Yang develop Superman as a symbol?
(8R4)

How does the dramatic irony in this section make for a more
engaging reading experience? (8R6)

How does Gene Luen Yang create suspense in this section? (8R6)

How do the illustrations and dialogue shape the reader’s
understanding of the Klan? (8R3)

How do both Superman and Chuck struggle to understand their
origins? (8R3)

Superman's parents say that their blessing has come true. Do you
agree with them? (8R2)

In Superman Smashes the Klan, a number of characters struggle
with belonging. What message is Yang communicating through the
resolution of these conflicts? (8R2)

How does Yang convey how the Monkey King fundamentally
changes in this section? (8R3)

Jin says that he wants to be a transformer when he grows up.
Based on his experiences in school, explain the deeper meaning
behind this desire. (8R3)

What is the author’s purpose for introducing Chin's storyline? (8R5)

What motivates the Monkey King's actions? (8R3)
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Materials

Lesson 1
Daily Overview

Lesson 2
Daily Overview

Lesson 3
Daily Overview

Lesson 4
Daily Overview

Lesson 5
Daily Overview

Lesson 6
Daily Overview

Lesson 7
Daily Overview

Lesson 8
Daily Overview

Lesson 9
Daily Overview

Lesson 10
Daily Overview

Lesson 11
Daily Overview

Lesson 12
Daily Overview

Lesson 13
Daily Overview

Lesson 14
Daily Overview

Lesson 15
Daily Overview

Lesson 16
Daily Overview

Lesson 1
Student Work

Lesson 2
Student Work

Lesson 3
Student Work

Lesson 4
Student Work

Lesson 5
Student Work

Lesson 6
Student Work

Lesson 7
Student Work

Lesson 8
Student Work

Lesson 9
Student Work

Lesson 10
Student Work

Lesson 11
Student Work

Lesson 12
Student Work

Lesson 13
Student Work

Lesson 14
Student Work

Lesson 15
Student Work

Lesson 16
Student Work

Lesson 1
Slides

Lesson 2
Slides

Lesson 3
Slides

Lesson 4
Slides

Lesson 5
Slides

Lesson 6
Slides

Lesson 7
Slides

Lesson 8
Slides

Lesson 9
Slides

Lesson 10
Slides

Lesson 11
Slides

Lesson 12
Slides

Lesson 13
Slides

Lesson 14
Slides

Lesson 15
Slides

Lesson 16
Slides


https://drive.google.com/open?id=1HduVW1VgmYjdH6-H38kGQDQ_KmnENEsa&usp=drive_copy
https://drive.google.com/open?id=1IFSgmNRRJE25_oKCImq7wYizXWuVX_bkDS5lWpeqSf0&usp=drive_copy
https://drive.google.com/open?id=1DvBszgFajR90TrhpOhYPGzh_dI3Ch4mMysiGEvf6GDQ&usp=drive_copy
https://drive.google.com/open?id=1JM2Z7W6iewrtCBp7cRBsQL8VwdQ9U2jGvifyYOetN04&usp=drive_copy
https://drive.google.com/open?id=1AaimZmq9QvSYGl88hkAVkIPARooFEjwFwRNUSP0Nw5o&usp=drive_copy
https://drive.google.com/open?id=1oKglkvpPtyXQnErxh_wDfm8k95P9Hz7uCRbw2gqKvR4&usp=drive_copy
https://drive.google.com/open?id=1Pz5bPOYiucuAej2RnkPoQL6teRHJVFhIFkA1BGkm2mY&usp=drive_copy
https://drive.google.com/open?id=16yf1gowLiaS7zKrFeaAMwbozY3nh0NJrQokAhWhMnCI&usp=drive_copy
https://drive.google.com/open?id=1zeQ21YjIwLFyZ4oZEAxvSXeqtIhlXqRsRooTOjmdG_M&usp=drive_copy
https://drive.google.com/open?id=1Fj6sPE_Xqgh83lLHU4EsnjeTN85-EeGxiTVMJgr_WUY&usp=drive_copy
https://drive.google.com/open?id=1NjnsKZVRZzKHm8J3Bf0AiSeO88Jna3XoFseES9S8hp4&usp=drive_copy
https://drive.google.com/open?id=1WxC_bl4lJcxWELiAl3Ldn6c9I0AzRz7uoOggU-fcllw&usp=drive_copy
https://drive.google.com/open?id=1zyLlHnZh9BNAbPqQmeYx79mDKH2Ln8YRpI90erAt16s&usp=drive_copy
https://drive.google.com/open?id=1vB9EVlprFHhpq-I74WCJn_QRDZiWFDA75nuV5RNW3jc&usp=drive_copy
https://drive.google.com/open?id=19q_l2BxhP3tzbOQYSmzLdb5dKDeSzEAgQq1r40TTb90&usp=drive_copy
https://drive.google.com/open?id=1OqB-ghC2sBOhfycBczbDzDD3foAvHOzRh5xXUCGClus&usp=drive_copy
https://drive.google.com/open?id=10dXbzN7t-bAn1ERIxghZ2ct_H3xCtKTFZ2QOl2nYuV8&usp=drive_copy
https://drive.google.com/open?id=1Li2T9gdxQ-wAbkpAF28mzd_yPhI9x6iCfDSS3JcCQj8&usp=drive_copy
https://drive.google.com/open?id=1O0aYh8vBZI3ioszBHRI6yNHCOLbD46MVnSqLouHt704&usp=drive_copy
https://drive.google.com/open?id=1BFc-FYB5HaO9qTERYPOpysiaadSRW6hh_HBE8xoTEmI&usp=drive_copy
https://drive.google.com/open?id=1rRoLXHelogITHAhdckY8daKVcZ-BXQGcGeW-XVoqcp0&usp=drive_copy
https://drive.google.com/open?id=1Tj6TxEuN1nCLgu_12YPd0xuJkl-3YLyuTF64V3s2mmg&usp=drive_copy
https://drive.google.com/open?id=1CihUTyvOMnZC3tTqmfY-rEYx27oKe_-0AHEp3IrNecA&usp=drive_copy
https://drive.google.com/open?id=10pRf3vkxfbxXMtg4dknl_4vdMITwoyvQ_DZHVU-Tv4M&usp=drive_copy
https://drive.google.com/open?id=1Y5YSOnnvkuG7yAWxEJqQYyF_jc4DvN1cTRqKagjyI18&usp=drive_copy
https://drive.google.com/open?id=1VQZM6_Urau5uZsE5tMDTAHmIo9QKH7tVPKC4aWX4J8o&usp=drive_copy
https://drive.google.com/open?id=1yNK6u9T2mFLp1cJefx1mUkZYCb8kvYIMeyUVMGwzuLg&usp=drive_copy
https://drive.google.com/open?id=1fVehVtYUaxX1vlnL8mQ-_KZws1850YchobJbErnCoCs&usp=drive_copy
https://drive.google.com/open?id=1GO5xPvpmCcwOjrjo6MGMUzHph_H3xJsatpSeZhA0kmU&usp=drive_copy
https://drive.google.com/open?id=15pr2_nqtRu1NZtjtLgbOb_l3lqRGqfN4db86FtFiZxs&usp=drive_copy
https://drive.google.com/open?id=1mQPFY_ZalwVFr5xiiDj5ou5hMfQ7YFTxLEZGfXVDmFs&usp=drive_copy
https://drive.google.com/open?id=1Vo8v5jvOppYpsouoTqs4fWVdEsF5Q1X1vlCoenYUIwE&usp=drive_copy
https://drive.google.com/open?id=1WAZC3KAMQ_20ENUxwXrEENTxHmjNMIvisr0bCL951I8&usp=drive_copy
https://drive.google.com/open?id=1mmBqt4gSeM1_x6kJPtXOIAtSbm5SswLeLIpS7ajaEFs&usp=drive_copy
https://drive.google.com/open?id=1n3H8sx5AQSz8i9-CjsQ1bfTCSG84wK3zwUATJhoZRTM&usp=drive_copy
https://drive.google.com/open?id=14RqNS_Wfvx1bHNu7AguF5d_e7TNMLC1kGkcsml4PM-I&usp=drive_copy
https://drive.google.com/open?id=1_aOdxkbqCsOuaLl8W8sJoYC-T4xA8bu0DBQJ-JC_H3s&usp=drive_copy
https://drive.google.com/open?id=1fKTVSQtH3CAMUWBvtC0DKifIydrs4Z3-wyq5ewxnZwk&usp=drive_copy
https://drive.google.com/open?id=10wvhs_nNtn2RdOIvkxJgaopNRdE8ZQehFV0JY7AFBlU&usp=drive_copy
https://drive.google.com/open?id=1Gvoas-i43wnCAqc1PCUbvwa4C4pEpUg9OlD6l3agsmg&usp=drive_copy
https://drive.google.com/open?id=1hqC3tekN25Ur3_HUgveNAAuYAoyECd7IeXt5x_hhxMY&usp=drive_copy
https://drive.google.com/open?id=1C4nTQokkTi4FiKx5E33W9WGKiAWdo66sHycBxgOOgxc&usp=drive_copy
https://drive.google.com/open?id=1HgMWKUCifPeu4xFMEl7UuwicJk1UchFPYNu5DW_NZfI&usp=drive_copy
https://drive.google.com/open?id=12QokClRWTt8x_kYXdSLUXEyVqygBNw0BCDGhmx2S8oM&usp=drive_copy
https://drive.google.com/open?id=1as16recDYEt3qd2zQ1-c5Gx_CLGGzUa_kCkNYgZ2wKw&usp=drive_copy
https://drive.google.com/open?id=1ccBIjIA74PlNmgP4sBKMKDB1v51XwUEqEtE7rPSOCSw&usp=drive_copy
https://drive.google.com/open?id=16rIN6XVMJew3a45Zs6eJoPNvW-XwSWvgZWZpL-pyN6w&usp=drive_copy
https://drive.google.com/open?id=1Qv5m7tea1qUcBh9NPXqUF3wJ_dlb0AkZS1FXCFxSMXY&usp=drive_copy
https://drive.google.com/open?id=1ckd2t36ZxpYqYeWqEdtR1I9JVS85ZcAatY09hYeQdzI&usp=drive_copy
https://drive.google.com/open?id=1XUvYIzJ1Mu6BWBnFNjUUC_Ae74OKXCp_9y4dSfnvii4&usp=drive_copy
https://drive.google.com/open?id=1nFntyn8S49xu6hyDOoeu-uk1PNpO2jPDm4FCoPGJlZQ&usp=drive_copy

Day 17

Day 18

p. 87-106 How are Jin’s and the Monkey King’s storylines similar, and what

Chp. 5 message is the author trying to reveal? (8R2)

p. 109-129 Danny is convinced Chin’s mere presence is enough to make him
! transfer schools. How accurate is Danny’s perception of Chin?

Chp. 6 (8R6)

Unit At-a-Glance- Condensed Lessons

Day 19

Day 20

Day 21

Day 22

How does the introduction of Wong Lai-Tsao
. 4o
p. 133-160 develop a key theme about identity? (8R2) p. 163-184
Chp. 7 Chp. 8a
Lesson 19 Lesson 19 Lesson 19
Daily Overview  Student Work  Slides

Why does Jin reject Wei-Chen? (8R3)

p. 185-198 p. 201-223
Chp. 8b Lesson 21 Lesson 21 Lesson 21 Chp. 9

Daily Overview  Student Work  Slides

End-of-Book Post-assessment
Wrap-up Post-Assessment Scoring Guide

End-of-Unit Wrap-Up: Essential Question reflection

Lesson 17 Lesson 17 Lesson 17
Daily Overview Student Work Slides

Lesson 18 Lesson 18 Lesson 18
Daily Overview Student Work  Slides

How does the dramatic irony in this section
make for a more engaging reading experience?
(8R6)

Lesson 20 Lesson 20 Lesson 20
Daily Overview Student Work  Slides

What message is Yang communicating through
the resolution of Jin’s conflict? (8R2)

Lesson 22 Lesson 22 Lesson 22
Daily Overview Student Work  Slides

Lesson 23 Lesson 23 Lesson 23
Daily Overview  Student Work  Slides

Lesson 24 Lesson 24 Lesson 24
Daily Overview  Student Work  Slides

Differentiated Materials

Differentiated Student Work

Spanish Translated Student Work
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https://drive.google.com/open?id=1q5_G-P3Q9kDELQPZz0kByXnk2_B2KmNgyRdle62dhKQ&usp=drive_copy
https://drive.google.com/open?id=1IqtgwtV_PUo3sSAWuEPe9_YabWFpnHK-49IgM8V5Xn8&usp=drive_copy
https://drive.google.com/open?id=1881cwb8m1i3ErJvC_Kt8xaW7xblFg1fYpK4v2YYOhNo&usp=drive_copy
https://drive.google.com/open?id=1koBnFs3Gtpq7dbEj7quPxk0ZCCC9qmWb__1Xjzjhgdc&usp=drive_copy
https://drive.google.com/open?id=1CaqP8CbLvn67NYH8ajrnZVYXOSGwaz6XXR-7Y8aZkJ0&usp=drive_copy
https://drive.google.com/open?id=1Xbp2VvjgAMV2K_X0J0t12T_ITtkqMWqPMC15Dy1P6M4&usp=drive_copy
https://drive.google.com/open?id=1TshRse4vNHEiiyUTS3TmrOPt9Sx7dj341qv2eSr_BnI&usp=drive_copy
https://drive.google.com/open?id=1H1gN912Ga2zClyXtQ3ZQpedCE8o7Oli9X2kTMltdIwk&usp=drive_copy
https://drive.google.com/open?id=14XyielylPKLEv7RY6VvaTJGCLoPwggD8AcWeKF3CYPo&usp=drive_copy
https://drive.google.com/open?id=1es0q-SNEjaUQ6pOzKonQxkjcE5m6dcIutqgKTwCDjb4&usp=drive_copy
https://drive.google.com/open?id=1QPp1WR-Pv3LxIHPLWMZJDX83dntFxz1TZIWm17Q43KQ&usp=drive_copy
https://drive.google.com/open?id=18198pdL1jBA0VvgnYH1dPDNFbCJC1lXUxRz-atV67nU&usp=drive_copy
https://drive.google.com/open?id=1TVnSCbaSjnrS79xYl57RQYTCQMl5Uc4pwem7fMX_0Uo&usp=drive_copy
https://drive.google.com/open?id=1UWWpnZX-iGO_YRSKDcWs2xOsQGV8l9NVP4AuC622p-o&usp=drive_copy
https://drive.google.com/open?id=13xZKjYx4rV3OLqy4RQ4AbW6Taku_kabQDR63PIQdjHc&usp=drive_copy
https://drive.google.com/open?id=1pbFKA1RDJ3dOVAl4310Ygig3ldxeSuJ-k8fmSDRWggs&usp=drive_copy
https://drive.google.com/open?id=1Nz3z74Bwe56n2V0BSLGV0th9LaYeDYQf7VZDpZFBK9E&usp=drive_copy
https://drive.google.com/open?id=1QpbpThk-sj5jg-lf2P1avnoLQCNrPKdmQYMaEjgMr4g&usp=drive_copy
https://drive.google.com/open?id=1ZMMOr6xQUQtM4LX1FzIwBdkj3uan3wYotp51OlYbcsU&usp=drive_copy
https://drive.google.com/open?id=15KxmUKS-1JWc8laFmlTl2tOvYHt-vWucU_yrThbB4h0&usp=drive_copy
https://drive.google.com/open?id=1LTF_ALZsa8xdebCm--Ah9G3KGItK5Z0OYy2bioA6F7o&usp=drive_copy
https://drive.google.com/open?id=177XkSaLyMGQ5wJGgwDOnUXexV2uBt3fU0uMj7svvOYw&usp=drive_copy
https://drive.google.com/open?id=1LN1v-JHqkjG7H11jogVuZM1KjKkv6tfdJ-Zdpd54bOw&usp=drive_copy
https://drive.google.com/open?id=1yN_93ms2X5DwjcYOZ5xZGCZYWl1XqEbO4jKSbv8EtsY&usp=drive_copy
https://drive.google.com/open?id=1qMav7roJ7EdZfHoqtj-w7VJdG-yzv0h-CxHbdwvauh0&usp=drive_copy
https://drive.google.com/open?id=1gz011Q6Lp-pbSgGd9gBIKQNk_kWefDwHkaLR55Q5SEc&usp=drive_copy
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1uTWI3pRx7azb88__jQ9kCggywJoGQ84E
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1YJTrkP2HsSWb10Lljf-ik5-Z6xxzvFb7

Appendix

Standards of Focus

Standard Description

8R1 Cite textual evidence to
strongly support an
analysis of what the text
says explicitly/implicitly and
make logical inferences.

(RI&RL)

8R2 Determine one or more
themes or central ideas of
a text and analyze their
development over the

course of the text;

summarize a text. (RI&RL)
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Students Should Know

e Good readers understand how details
presented in a text can support our own
ideas.

e Good readers know how to make
inferences about a text.

e Good readers know that multiple pieces
of evidence are needed to support an
idea.

e Good readers know that writers always
have a deeper idea or message they
want to impart through their work.

e Good readers know that authors can
develop key ideas by crafting
characters with differing opinions and
perspectives.

e Good readers know that all stories have
conflicts and resolutions, and that
authors communicate their message
through both conflict and resolution.

e Good readers know that authors
develop larger ideas and themes
throughout different places in a text.

e Good readers know that authors reveal
their beliefs by writing about how
individual characters are affected by
their surroundings, other characters and
major conflicts.

© NSSI 2025

Students Should Be Able to Do

e Good readers identify details that support
their idea or opinion about a text.

e Good readers connect details from a text
and our own understanding about the way
the world works to make educated
guesses.

e Good readers use multiple pieces of
evidence to suppose an idea.

e Good readers recognize a topic of a text
first before thinking about an author’s
message or criticism about the world.

e Good readers recognize patterns when
authors repeat key ideas, topics and ideas
in order to understand a larger theme of a
text.

e Good readers examine how an idea is
represented at the beginning, middle and
end of a text section.

e Good readers look closely at major conflicts
and how they are resolved in order to
understand an author’s larger theme or
central idea.

e Good readers look closely at major conflicts
and how they impact individual characters.

e Good readers look closely at how a
character relates to their surroundings,
including other characters, their living
environment, their community and society
as a whole.



8R3 In literary texts, analyze
how particular lines of
dialogue or events propel
the action, reveal aspects
of a character, or provoke a

decision. (RL)

8R4 Determine the meaning of
words and phrases as they
are used in a text, including
figurative and connotative
meanings. Analyze the
impact of specific word
choices on meaning, tone,
and mood, including words
with multiple meanings.

(RI&RL)

THE NATIONAL SUMMER
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Good readers know that authors create
dynamic characters that change and
evolve throughout a text in both positive
and negative ways.

Good readers know that authors
carefully craft each word and sentence
of a character’s dialogue or inner
thoughts in order to communicate subtle
characteristics.

Good readers know that characters are
influenced by the people and culture
around them, in both positive and
negative ways.

Good readers know that each chapter,
scene and sentence moves the plot
forward

Good readers know that all characters
have motivations and goals that
influence the way they talk, think and
act.

Good readers know that writers use
analogies to illustrate complex ideas
and character experience.

Good readers know that writers include
symbols to represent larger universal
ideas.

Good readers know that the words
authors choose often have multiple
meanings: both literal and figurative.
Good readers know that authors include
allusions (or indirect references/hints) to
important historical events and other big
ideas.

© NSSI 2025

Good readers think critically about
protagonists by noticing how other
characters act around them and looking
closely at what other characters say and
think about them.

Good readers look at a character’s
dialogue, actions and inner thoughts on a
sentence and word level to make
inferences about who they are as a person.
Good readers examine how characters are
affected or impacted by the world around
them, including individuals, their community
and society at large.

Good readers ask themselves: How did this
chapter, scene or sentence move the plot
forward? What was the effect of this
chapter, scene or sentence on the
characters and the story?

When characters make big decisions, good
readers know to look back to determine
what influenced them. They ask
themselves: How did other characters, the
setting or key plot points impact this
choice?

Good readers pay careful attention to
comparisons made in the text and always
ask themselves: What does this tell me
about the world of this story? What does it
tell me about the character’s experience?
Good readers recognize symbols by
noticing when authors repeatedly reference
important objects or ideas. They break
down symbols by asking themselves: What
is the connotation of this object? How does
this object function within the plot? How
does it affect characters?

Good readers zoom in on keywords that an
author uses to consider both the literal
meaning and any other associations or
feelings the word has.

Good readers read closely to notice
references to important events and ideas
and make connections between texts.



8R6

8wi1

In literary texts, analyze
how the differences
between the point of view,
perspectives of the
characters, the audience,
or reader create effects
such as mood and tone.
(RL)

Write arguments to support
claims with clear reasons
and relevant evidence.

Good readers know that writers craft
unique characters with differing points
of view.

Good readers know that different
characters or the reader may have
knowledge or information that is hidden
from others, which is called dramatic
irony.

Good readers know that authors
purposefully control the flow of
information to various characters, and
even to the reader, to shape our reading
experience.

Good readers know that flashbacks
provide meaningful background
information to a reader that may not be
privy to other characters.

Good readers know that story elements,
such as differing points of view, are
tools that the author uses to shape the
reading experience to add humor or
suspense.

e  Good writers know that an
opinion is the personal thoughts
and understandings of the
reader of the text or topic.

e  Good writers know that strong
opinion pieces include a claim
that is an original thought.

e  Good writers know that adding
details and evidence from the
text supports the opinion.

e  Good writers know that linking
words help the reader make
connections between the
author’s thoughts and ideas.

e  Good writers know that opinion
writing includes analysis that
connects evidence and claim.

Good readers identify different characters’
points of view by keeping track of key
character traits, inner conflicts and
motivations.

Good readers track which characters have
access to what information at different
points in a story and ask themselves: How
are different characters perceiving this
situation differently and why?

Good readers ask themselves: Why would
the author want the reader to know this but
not the character? How does this make my
reading experience more engaging?

Good readers take note of flashbacks and
recognize how characters’ past
experiences influence their actions.

Good readers notice moments of humor or
suspense and break down the differing
points of view to analyze how the author
shapes this.

e  Good writers identify the topic or
claim of their opinion and make it
clear.

e  Good writers use details and
evidence from relevant sources to
prove their claim or topic sentence.

e  Good writers further prove their
evidence by including rationale that
connects evidence and claim/topic
sentence.
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