
Articles of agreement and convention made and concluded at the Isabella Indian Reservation, in 
the State of Michigan, on the eighteenth day of October, in the year one thousand eight hundred 
and sixty-four, between H. J. Alvord, special commissioner of the United States, and D. C. 
Leach, United States Indian agent, acting as commissioners for and on the part of the United 
States, and the Chippewas of Saginaw, Swan Creek, and Black River, in the State of Michigan 
aforesaid, parties to the treaty of August 2d, 1855, as follows, viz: 

Article 1 

The said Chippewas of Saginaw, Swan Creek, and Black River, for and in consideration of the 
conditions hereinafter specified, do hereby release to the United States the several townships of 
land reserved to said tribe by said treaty aforesaid, situate and being upon Saginaw Bay, in said 
State. 

The said Indians also agree to relinquish to the United States all claim to any right they may 
possess to locate lands in lieu of lands sold or disposed of by the United States upon their 
reservation at Isabella, and also the right to purchase the unselected lands in said reservation, 
as provided for in the first article of said treaty. 

Article 4 

The United States agrees to expend the sum of twenty thousand dollars for the support and 
maintenance of a manual-labor school upon said reservation: Provided, That the Missionary 
Society of the Methodist Episcopal Church shall, within three years after the ratification of this 
treaty, at its own expense, erect suitable buildings for school and boarding-house purposes, of a 
value of not less than three thousand dollars, upon the southeast quarter of section nine, 
township fourteen north, of range four west, which is hereby set apart for that purpose. 

The superintendent of public instruction, the lieutenant governor of the State of Michigan, and 
one person, to be designated by said missionary society, shall constitute a board of visitors, 
whose duty it shall be to visit said school once during each year, and examine the same, and 
investigate the character and qualifications of its teachers and all other persons connected 
therewith, and report thereon to the Commissioner of Indian Affairs. 

The said Missionary Society of the Methodist Episcopal Church shall have full and undisputed 
control of the management of said school and the farm attached thereto. Upon the approval and 
acceptance of the school and boarding-house buildings by the board of visitors, the United 
States will pay to the authorized agent of said missionary society, for the support and 
maintenance of the school, the sum of two thousand dollars, and a like sum annually thereafter, 
until the whole sum of twenty thousand dollars shall have been expended. 

The United States reserves the right to suspend the annual appropriation of two thousand 
dollars for said school, in part or in whole, whenever it shall appear that said missionary society 
neglects or fails to manage the affairs of said school and farm in a manner acceptable to the 
board of visitors aforesaid; and if, at any time within a period of ten years after the establishment 
of said school, said missionary society shall abandon said school or farm for the purposes 
intended in this treaty, then, and in such case, said society shall forfeit all of its rights in the 



lands, buildings, and franchises under this treaty, and it shall then be competent for the 
Secretary of the Interior to sell or dispose of the land hereinbefore designated, together with the 
buildings and improvements thereon and expend the proceeds of the same for the educational 
interests of the Indians in such manner as he may deem advisable. 

At the expiration of ten years after the establishment of said school, if said missionary society 
shall have conducted said school and farm in a manner acceptable to the board of visitors 
during said ten years, the United States will convey to said society the land before mentioned by 
patent in trust for the benefit of said Indians. 

In case said missionary society shall fail to accept the trust herein named within one year after 
the ratification of this treaty, then, and in that case, the said twenty thousand dollars shall be 
placed to the credit of the educational fund of said Indians, to be expended for their benefit in 
such manner as the Secretary of the Interior may deem advisable. 

It is understood and agreed that said missionary society may use the school-house now 
standing upon land adjacent to the land hereinbefore set apart for a school-farm, where it now 
stands, or move it upon the land so set apart. 


