
The Power of Yet 

Developing a Growth Mindset 
Resources and links to learn more about developing a growth mindset can be found at 

http://bit.ly/lennyvgrowth 
Contact Information:  Lenny VerMaas, lennyvermaas@gmail.com Twitter @LennyVerMaas 

Website http://bit.ly/lennyv 
Link to this document   https://bit.ly/lennyvpowerofyet  

The Power of YET is a component of the “Growth Mindset”, which is promoted by Carol Dweck and 
Jo Boaler.  I don’t know how to ride my bike, YET.  I don’t know how to do this hard task, YET.  Having 

students add the word YET after a statement begins to change their mindset.  
 
September Growth Mindset days at Thomas 

●​ Kindergarten - Slides for Giraffes Can’t Dance (video Power of Yet video-3min, You can ride 
your bik-1min) 

●​ 1st grade- The Dot-Slides for The Dot for growth mindset (Video Dog bone-1 min) 
●​ 2nd grade- Slides The magic of Yet (Video Your Brain is like a muscle. (2.5 min) From Class 

Dojo) 
●​ 3rd grade-Slides from “When Things Aren’t Going Right, Go Left” ( Video-Class Dojo Learning 

from mistakes and music rap) 
●​ 4th grade Slides Math Curse  (Video-“You Can Learn Anything”) or Learning to Draw 
●​ 5th grade Slides putting everything together. Video Audri’s Rube Goldberg Monster Trap 

 
Growth Mindset Picture Books Below 
 
An Addition to the Power of YET  

●​ Instead of “I am really bad at multiplying” YET.  
●​ Add a comment about HOW or NEXT STEPS the student will take.  I can’t multiply YET.  I am 

going to use arrays, skip counting, etc, to learn more facts. (Share what students can do to get 
better.) 

 
Short Videos to Reinforce the Power of YET and a Growth Mindset  

●​ The Power of Yet (3 min) from the Sesame Street video, elementary 
●​ Dog with Bone (1min) Dog shows persistence in trying to get a bone through the small dog 

door 
●​ You Can Learn Anything (1.5min) Khan Academy 
●​ Persistent Ducklings (2.5 min) group of ducklings goes upstairs with mother's encouragement 
●​ You Can Ride Bike (1min) Elementary student shares excitement over riding a bike. 
●​ A series of videos from ClassDojo (5 min each) videos on growth mindset, 

perseverance, empathy, gratitude, and mindfulness, intermediate 
○​ Your Brain is like a muscle. (2.5 min) From Class Dojo http://vid.ly/3c0x2k  
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○​ The Magic of Making Mistakes (2.5 min)  http://vid.ly/8c1n7n  
○​ The Power of Yet link 
○​ #4 Link How Your brain works 
○​ #5 link Putting it together 
○​ Growth Mindset series  

●​ Baby George (2 min) What a baby can show us about learning as shown by going down steps 
●​ Failure Video (1.5 min) Examples are from people many young students probably do not know. 
●​ Learning to Draw (2min) Mistakes are just steps to success 
●​ Student Rap, Learn From Mistakes (2.5 min) intermediate students 
●​ Rube Goldberg Machines 

○​ Audri's Rube Goldberg Monster Trap (4 min) with a great ending about learning from 
your mistakes.  

○​ Scott Phillips Example of rube goldberg machine 
○​ RGB Fail video 

●​ Jo Boaler The Brain  (8 min) Learning Math & Growth Mindset video intermediate, middle 
level, and high school website link with more student videos (intermediate, middle level)  
Mindset Boosting Videos, WIM videos 

○​ Boosting Messages, how to learn math (9-min)  
■​ Everyone cn learn maath 
■​ Believe in Yourself 
■​ Struggles and Mistakes are important. 
■​ Speed in not important 

●​ Math is … (2 min) students come up with positive attributes of math.  Not really a growth 
mindset with YET but has students say why math is important.  

●​ What is Nuroplasticity? 2-min Video 
●​ Rock Climbing Female (2min) 
●​ The brain is an amazing organ and grows and becomes more efficient as we expend energy to 

learn. Neuroplasticity Video (2 minutes)  (intermediate) Also talks about changing bad habits.  
●​ Mouse Trap and Cheese Watch this one before showing it to students.  
●​ Even Yoda believes in a growth mindset. Video (6 min) Now there would have to be a “new 

way” of teaching the Jedi. That new method embodies the principles of growth mindset: 
●​ SOAR: An Animated Short (6 min) via Vimeo 
●​ Batman, Belief, and the Power of Yet (4 min) via Mashup Math 
●​ “Finishing ‘dead last’ trumps ‘did not finish,’ which trumps ‘did not start.’”  

 
Grit: The Power of Passion and Perseverance (6 min) Angela Lee Duckworth TED talk 

●​ Grit is the passion and perseverance for long-term goals.  
●​ Grit is having stamina.  
●​ Grit is living life like a marathon, not like a sprint.  

 
The Power of Grit TedTalk by Dr. India White (10 minutes) (video for MS and above) 

●​ Discover the power of grit and resilience to help you break through obstacles and achieve your goals. This 
TEDx talk explores how passion, perseverance, and time management can be used to activate grit in order to 
overcome struggles and thrive.   

 

Teacher or Parent Videos 
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●​ The Super Mario Effect (15 min) Mark Rober, Ted Talk.  
○​ Take time to watch this video. Every time I watch the video I pick up something new.  
○​ The video compares playing video games to learning. Children playing video games 

learn from their mistakes, take risks, and when they are killed or the game ends they 
continue to play another game. 

○​ The power is finding a new way to frame the learning process. Develop learners who do 
not see failure in a negative light but see failing as a learning experience. Learn from 
the failures but not be focused on the failures. Create a focus on the end goal. 

○​ The ultimate challenge is to develop learners who want to do want to learn.  

 
 For Students: Monarch Butterflies need to struggle to get out of their cocoon so that their wings develop.  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9vJRopau0g0


 

 

 
This “Wordle” has many of the characteristics that are part of your personality when showing grit 
and a Growth Mindset. 



 
This article offers valuable advice for parents on how to foster children with a growth mindset 
rather than a fixed mindset. 
 

Picture Books 
●​ 12 Read Alouds for Teaching Growth Mindset elementary 
●​ Young Adult Novels That Teach a Growth Mindset EDUTOPIA grades 6-9 

 

https://www.weareteachers.com/perfect-read-alouds-for-teaching-growth-mindset/#.WUx5mRPyvOQ
https://www.edutopia.org/article/young-adult-novels-teach-growth-mindset-robert-ward?utm_source=facebook&utm_medium=socialflow


 

When Sophie can't solve a math puzzle, she feels upset and inadequate. "I 
CAN'T DO IT!" she shouts, expressing the frustration all of us feel when 
we try and fail. Will she ever be "smart" like her sister?  
 
If you haven't built out an anchor chart for what it looks like & 
sounds like to productively struggle, this is a great way to launch 
that conversation! 
 
Amazon Link  YouTube Video 

 

 

The Magical YET  Angela DiTerlizzi  I don’t know how to do this YET. 
Room Poster  Level:Primary & up Powerpoint 

 
 

 

 
 

 
Giraffes Can’t Dance YET 
●​ Slides for Giraffes Can’t Dance (Kids) 
●​ Powerpoint (teachers) 
●​ The Power of YET document with 

resource links  
Level: Primary & up 

 “Math Curse” written by Jon Scieszka and Lane Smith is 
delightful, entertaining, and educational.  The book begins, “On 
Monday in math class Mrs. Fibonacci says, “YOU KNOW, you can 
think of almost everything as a math problem.” On Tuesday I start 
having problems.”  Math questions are generated from and connected 
to the students’ world as they go through a typical day.  Powerpoint  
Classroom Ideas  Level: Intermediate & up  

https://www.amazon.com/When-Sophie-Thinks-She-Cant/dp/133815298X?_encoding=UTF8&pd_rd_w=ExBhY&content-id=amzn1.sym.35cab78c-35e3-4fc1-aab0-27eaa6c86063:amzn1.symc.e5c80209-769f-4ade-a325-2eaec14b8e0e&pf_rd_p=35cab78c-35e3-4fc1-aab0-27eaa6c86063&pf_rd_r=XPJS49ZK89CRJV0GSGKP&pd_rd_wg=g8t06&pd_rd_r=d82b385f-4d01-4f21-8ca7-1fd1e15f3425&linkCode=sl1&tag=monamath0f-20&linkId=c1face64c81958c04a9d026de696db41&language=en_US&ref_=as_li_ss_tl
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“The Dot” by Peter 
Reynolds  This delightful book is 
“Dedicated to Mr. Matson, my 
7th-grade math teacher, who dared 
me to “make my mark.”  As 
teachers we make “marks” on 
students daily, that is why we are 
teachers.  Our interactions help 
mold students into young adults 
and ultimately into the person they 
will become.  A related activity is 
provided to estimate the number of dots on a scanned picture that is 
provided. Slides for The Dot for growth mindset 
Classroom Ideas Level: Primary & up 
 

 

“When Things Aren’t Going Right, Go Left” by Peter 
Reynolds. A growth mindset book.  The boy leaves behind his 
worries, doubts, fears, and frustrations to achieve his goal. A 
celebration of choice, charting your own path, and finding inner 
strength even in the most challenging of times.   

 Some of Peter Reynolds Other Books 

    
 Everyone Can Learn Math 

MathBookMagic Post  
Website  @EveryoneCanMath 
Making Math Moments Podcast 

https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1sxvo99hlXm8hu9YQx8i1uXfn7NNHkiusJnILzUbylEc/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1jcQ6f2d-ZYRlPvdAmci3PoJn9QNt1f7iAadHsTNDgdk/edit?usp=sharing
https://www.thedotcentral.com/new-products/
https://mathbookmagic.com/2019/03/18/everyone-can-learn-math-part-2/
http://everyonecanlearnmath.com/
https://twitter.com/EveryoneCanMath
https://makemathmoments.com/episode39/


 
 

Reading of Book by Author  
Level: Int & up 

 

 

 

September Growth Mindset days at Thomas 
●​ Kindergarten - Slides for Giraffes Can’t Dance (video Power of Yet video-3min, 

You can ride your bik-1min) 
●​ 1st grade- The Dot-Slides for The Dot for growth mindset (Video Dog bone-1 

min) 
●​ 2nd grade- Slides The magic of Yet (Video Your Brain is like a muscle. (2.5 min) 

From Class Dojo) 
●​ 3rd grade-Slides from “When Things Aren’tt Going Right, Go Left” ( Video-Class 

Dojo Learning from mistakes and music rap) 
●​ 4th grade Slides Math Curse  (Video-“You Can Learn Anything”) or Learning to 

Draw 
●​ 5th grade Slides putting everything together. Video Audri’s Rube Goldberg 

Monster Trap 
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	●​Rube Goldberg Machines 
	○​Audri's Rube Goldberg Monster Trap (4 min) with a great ending about learning from your mistakes.  
	 
	Grit: The Power of Passion and Perseverance (6 min) Angela Lee Duckworth TED talk 

