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Dedication: To my family 

YES, italic text works in an EBook — so use it where applicable. 
“I like to use it for blockquotes.” 

​ ​ ​ — Me 
Underlined text also works, as well as BOLD. 

What you definitely should NOT DO is play with different fonts! 
Your Kindle or Ereader has its OWN FONT set, so just use one font for your entire book. 

 

[this is an example of a pic included from Wikimedia - public domain - NO COPYRIGHT!] 

 
Wikimedia Commons - Public Domain 

BUT:  Do NOT put “Wikimedia” or “Wikipedia” in your copyright text! 
Amazon may block your book if you use too many open domain pics from Wikipedia, ESPECIALLY if you use a 
pic from Wikipedia on the cover of your book. 
Instead use the “CC-BY-3.0” text from the applicable wikimedia page where you found the pic. 

 
 

ABOUT FONT SIZES, as you can see above, for the copyright text I chose a different font size. Use 
this at your own risk — small text does not always render. However I have had good results by only 
using TWO DIFFERENT font sizes in a document. You will have to experiment.  In the Kindle 
guidelines it is not recommended. 

 
 

 



Preface 

This book is not really an Ode, it is not a poem at all, but more of a dedication. I chose the subtitle ‘an Ode to 
Scottish Terriers’ based loosely on this description from powerpoetry.org: 

[This is an example of a block text quote:] 

“An ode poem is a poem that is about only one specific thing that you think is truly 
amazing and praiseworthy. This type of poem can be centered upon an object, an idea, 
or even a person. The trick to writing an ode poem is to write using the same structure 
throughout, while using different words to communicate the one thing you are writing 
about.” ​ — Author 

‘Amazing’ and ‘Praiseworthy’; these two words describe Scottish Terriers so well that there was no other 
choice than to use ‘Ode’! 

 



CHAPTER 1 

This is a properly formatted Ebook in accordance with Amazon’s KDP, Kindle Direct Publishing guidelines. 
You can replace all of the text in this template with your own and simply upload it to Amazon’s KDP platform 
along with a cover pic — done!  

DO NOT CHANGE THE LINE INDENTATION. DO NOT CHANGE THE PAGE BREAKS. DO NOT CHANGE 
THE SPACES BEFORE OR AFTER PARAGRAPHS. Just replace these texts with your own and everything will 
be fine. 

Remember: 

1.​ 1st line indent = 2 spaces, adjust the sliders in the ruler at the top of your page — do not do this 
manually while writing with the space bar! (That will make rendering problems later.) 

2.​ Space after each paragraph - add in word “line spacing pulldown menu”, not manually! 
3.​ Chapter Headings = Heading 1 
4.​ Page break (ctrl+enter in word) after end of chapter! 
5.​ No page numbers — an Ebook doesn’t have pages. 

If you need to add a chapter; in your word document (.doc, .docx) write “CHAPTER X” and make it HEADING 
1. Then right click in the field of the table of contents and in the pulldown menu click on “update”. After each 
addition of a Chapter, make sure to update your table of contents at the beginning of the book! 

If you have footnotes, you will have to use some advanced editing tools; e.g. Kindlenotes. Please see this 
schematic I have made of the entire process.  

When you are done inserting your text, make sure to delete all of the blue highlighted hints[ ]! 

 

http://www.amazon.com/dp/B007URVZJ6
http://www.kindlenotes.net/
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1n1uBhqSQb_WdorT1-ndplircD4ZChnSKQffUm3tu6A0/edit?usp=sharing


CHAPTER 2 

Images 

According to the KDP help pages, "An HTML image with an aspect ratio of 9:11 automatically displays with 
maximum screen coverage." However, 9:11 is pretty square, and the Kindle Fires are very tall and narrow. The 
Kindle Fire screen is 3:5 and HD is 5:8. A picture that matches these aspect ratios won't perfectly fill the 
screen, though, due to internal margins (which can even be adjusted by the reader). If you make a picture 3:5, 
it might fit the Kindle Fire's tall, narrow shape, but then it might look rather funny on other ereaders with 
squarer screens. If you make the picture more square, it will leave a gap above or below (or beside in 
landscape view) the image on the Fire.  

 
Below are the screen sizes in pixels of the various Kindles: 
KF HD 8.9" is 1200 x 1920​ ​ 1920÷1200= 1.6 aspect ratio, as per Kindle Publishing guide. 
KF HD 7" is 800 x 1280​ ​ = 1.6 aspect ratio 
KF is 600 x 1024​ ​ ​ = 1.7 “ 
Kindle Paperwhite is 758 x 1024​ = 1.35 “ 
Kindle Keyboard is 600 x 800​ = 1.333333 
Kindle DX is 824 x 1200​ ​ = 1.456 
Kindle Touch is 600 x 800​ ​ = 1.333333 
Kindle 6" is 600 x 800​ ​ = 1.333333 
 
iPad is 1536 x 2048​​ ​ = 1.333333 
Surface is 768 x 1366​ ​ = 1.778 
 
MY RECOMMENDATION: 
Resize all of your pics down to 1024x768. In my experience this works the best ACROSS THE MOST 

DEVICES — including iPad. This is very important, if you have color pic, you can say “This book looks 
awesome on an iPad!” 

 
IMPORTANT! 

There is a DOWNLOAD PENALTY in KDP if your file exceeds too many mb’s. This is why you MUST resize 
your pics downwards. If you have a lot of pics you might get charged for the mb’s! So what I do if I have a book 
with a lot of pics is resize them all down to 600x800, and leave a select few (the best pics) in a bigger size like 
1024x768.  This size looks FABULOUS on an iPad and you can enlarge it to see a lot of details. Any size 
bigger is just wasted mb’s!​ Even with the iPad Retina display with a resolution of 2048x1536 —  it is not 
necessary to make the pics bigger than 1024x768. 

 
This is why I strongly recommend my method of building your .mobi file with Calibre, loading it onto your own 

Kindle or as many devices as possible and checking every pic yourself. Then modify your manuscript as 
necessary and re-build the .mobi with Calibre as many times necessary.  Nothing beats seeing it with your own 
eyes before you upload! 

 

http://www.publishersweekly.com/pw/by-topic/booknews/comics/article/46481-what-the-small-comics-publisher-needs-to-know-about-kindle.html


CHAPTER 3 

[An example of a pic with text at the top] 

Cinder after a successful basketball hunt — notice the ‘dead’ basketball in the background. 

 

 

[This is an example of the copyright text from Wikimedia commons for public domain pics. Make sure to 
check the copyright of EVERY and ANY pic you may include in your book. Use this block at the start of your 
book, DO NOT include the words “Wikipedia” or “Wikimedia” in your text. Amazon’s checker will find at and 
may BLOCK YOUR BOOK.] 

 

 



CHAPTER 4 

This is a properly formatted Ebook according to Amazon’s KDP, Kindle Direct Publishing guidelines. You can 
replace all of the text in this template with your own and simply upload it to Amazon’s KDP platform — done!  

 

http://www.amazon.com/dp/B007URVZJ6


CHAPTER 5 

Make sure your word document has the proper encoding!  This document already has the proper encoding, 
but if you opened it on your computer; it may be reformatted by your version of Word, because of some 
pre-sets or other miscellaneous settings — microsoft syndrome! Below is the official remedy from the Kindle 
Publishing Guidelines. If you have opened this document with Word and made no changes, it should be OK, 
but it is still worth checking before you upload to Amazon/KDP. 

 

“If you are experiencing conversion failures when trying to upload HTML content, please open the HTML file 
in Notepad and save it with "Encoding: ANSI" (this is an option in the 'Save As' Notepad dialog). On 
non-Windows platforms, make sure to save it as ANSI or ASCII, avoiding 'UTF-8' or 'Unicode' as the encoding 
type.  

 

Supported Characters: 

Amazon Kindle Direct Publishing supports text in the 'Latin-1' (ISO-8859-1) format and all characters in that 
character set. The only characters from that set not currently supported are: spades, clubs, hearts, up-arrow, 
down-arrow, alpha, beta, gamma. https://kdp.amazon.com/help?topicId=A3G4LY8RGZ9SP6” 

Bullet points (unordered lists) and ordered lists: 

From the KDP guidelines: https://kdp.amazon.com/help?topicId=A17W8UM0MMSQX6 
Layout: You can use Word-default paragraph indentations, bold characters, italics and headings, as they will 
translate into your Kindle book. However, bullet points, special fonts, headers, and footers will not be 
transferred, so be sure to avoid those.  

 

[Here are some cool stars you can use to separate sections, instead of creating a new chapter, alternatively 
you can just use asterisks. ] 

✯✯✯ 

 

 
 

https://kdp.amazon.com/help?topicId=A3G4LY8RGZ9SP6
https://kdp.amazon.com/help?topicId=A17W8UM0MMSQX6


CHAPTER 6 

[This is an example of a pic with limited copyrights from wikimedia commons, make sure to check this and 
put the appropriate copyright. But DO NOT include the words “Wikipedia” or “Wikimedia” in your text!]  

 
WRONG: © User: Beverly & Pack / Wikimedia Commons / CC-BY-2.0 

RIGHT: © Beverly & Pack / CC-BY-2.0 

 

 



CHAPTER 7 

This is a properly formatted Ebook according to Amazon’s KDP, Kindle Direct Publishing guidelines. You can 
replace all of the text in this template with your own and simply upload it to Amazon’s KDP platform — done! 

http://www.amazon.com/dp/B007URVZJ6


CHAPTER 8 

This is a properly formatted Ebook according to Amazon’s KDP, Kindle Direct Publishing guidelines. You can 
replace all of the text in this template with your own and simply upload it to Amazon’s KDP platform — done!  

 

http://www.amazon.com/dp/B007URVZJ6


 

THE END 
 

What do you do when you’re done writing your book?  1.) download it from google docs as a word file. 2.)  
Put it in Calibre and add the Table of Contents.  3.) Export from Calibre as .mobi .  Upload to KDP.  That’s it in 
a nutshell: schematic I have made of the entire process.  

 

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1n1uBhqSQb_WdorT1-ndplircD4ZChnSKQffUm3tu6A0/edit?usp=sharing


Acknowledgments 
NEVER forget to thank your contributors!  Depending on your style, you could also put this in the front of 

your book, e.g. the Preface. 
 

 
 

 



About the Author 
Don’t forget to tell everyone how rad you are here! Also plug your 
website again! www.zbooks.co 
This page can take the place of a blurb, as blurbs are required for the 
back cover of physical books. 
 
Also mention your other books here and include an Amazon link! 
 
  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

http://www.zbooks.co


 

I hope this template adds value to your authoring process. If it did, 
please remember to spread the joy and tell your friends to join 
Zbooks!  

Click to tweet pretty please with sugar on top and a cherry!: 
http://ctt.ec/5nBx6 

We are a hardcore team of authors who EXECUTE! 

Here’s to YOUR success, 

Eric Z 

 

http://www.zbooks.co/p/join-zbooks.html
http://www.zbooks.co/p/join-zbooks.html
http://ctt.ec/5nBx6
http://ctt.ec/5nBx6
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