
Name________________________________ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ CARP Chart 
Directions: Prove that your found source isn’t fishy (by fishy I mean unreliable)!  

First start by writing down the research question to focus on what you are looking 
for in the sources you find on Google. Follow with the title and URL of the source. 

Questions in the chart that start with Explain, you must describe your answer in 
detail. Questions that start with YoN, write an x in the yes or no column based on 
the source, explanation is optional. 

Goal: The more “Yes” answers and the more details you can find for your 
explanation lead to a more credible source to help answer the question! 

 

Research Question: _______________________________________________________________________ 

 

Source Title: ______________________________________________________________________________________   

 

URL:  _______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Currency 
Find out how old 
your source is. 

Explain: When was this site last updated?  What date can you find? 
  
  
  

 
 
YoN: Do you think the source is current enough for your assignment?  

Yes 
 

No 

 
 
 



Authority   
Justifying that 
the author’s 
evidence is 
valuable. 

Explain: Is there a specific author listed on the website? What credentials makes 
the author knowledgeable in this field? 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
YoN: Is there a bibliography given citing the website sources used?  

Yes 
 

No 

 
 

Reliability 
Looking to see if 
the information 
found is 
trustworthy. 

YoN: Does the information come from a school or government organization? 
(.edu, .gov and sometimes .org—non-profit) 

Yes 
 

No 

 
 
Explain: Do you trust the information from this website? Why, or why not? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Purpose 
Seeking the 
motive on why 
this source was 
published. 

YoN: Is the source NOT trying to sell something to the reader, whether it be to 
purchase a product or buy into an idea? 

Yes 
 

No 

 
Explain: Does the source provide various sides of the argument to inform the 
audience or is bias involved? (clearly one-sided opinion)  
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