
ED Buprenorphine/Naloxone Initiation:  
 
This order set is intended for use on patients with a history of opioid use disorder who present 
to the ED in opioid withdrawal, or requesting medical management of their opioid dependence.  
 
Buprenorphine is one of two main medications used for opioid withdrawal. Buprenorphine and 
combination buprenorphine/naloxone can both be used in the same way for opioid withdrawal. 
 
 Buprenorphine should NOT be started unless the patient has clinical signs of opioid withdrawal. 
Administering buprenorphine before withdrawal develops (if the patient is using other opioids) 
can cause precipitated withdrawal, in which the patient gets acutely worse.  
 
Opioid withdrawal is assessed via the COWS score (below). Notify provider if COWS is > 8.  
Medication can be administered q1h up to 4 times if COWS remains > 8.  
 
COWS should be repeated every 1h while medication is being administered, or if any signs of 
clinical worsening. If COWS increases by >2, notify provider to assess for precipitated 
withdrawal. 
 
Buprenorphine and buprenorphine/naloxone MUST be administered buccally or sublingually. 
The medication does not work if swallowed. Patients should not talk or drink for 10 minutes 
following medication administration.  
 
Any patient receiving buprenorphine should have a completed SBIRT screen and referral to peer 
recover coaches.  
 
Nursing documentation:  

 



 
COWS: 

 
 
 


