
Embarking on the journey to become an architect is an exciting endeavor that beckons 
individuals with a passion for shaping the world around them. Architects are more than just 
designers; they are visionaries who meld artistry with technical prowess to create spaces that 
inspire and endure. This guide aims to illuminate the path for those who aspire to tread the 
corridors of architectural excellence abroad after completing their 12th-grade education. 

How to Become an Architect? 

1.​ Choose the Science Stream after 10th: If you choose the science stream in high school, you'll 

learn important maths and physics concepts that you'll need for studying architecture. This 

foundation in science becomes the base on which the building of design knowledge is built. 

2.​ Get a Bachelor's Degree: For people who want to become architects, a five-year Bachelor of 

Architecture (B.Arch) programme is the most important thing they can do. People can 

become skilled architects by going through this thorough programme that covers 

architectural theory, design principles, and real-world applications. 

3.​ Apply for an Architect Job: The journey doesn't end when you get your degree; it changes 

when you start working as an architect. Finding entry-level jobs in architecture companies is 

a good way to get the hands-on experience you need to connect theory and practise. 

4.​ Improve your skills through training programmes: you don't have to be an academic to be a 

master in architecture. Specialised skills like computer-aided design (CAD), 3D modelling, and 

project management are honed through training programmes and internships. These skills 

are needed to handle the challenges of real-world tasks. 

5.​ Get Registered/Licensed as an Architect: To become a licenced architect in many places, you 

need to do a professional job and pass the Architect Registration Examination (ARE). This 

legal recognition shows how skilled and dedicated an architect is to meeting the best 

standards. 

6.​ Get Professional Certifications: Getting professional certifications is another step in the 

quest for greatness. Whether an architect specialises in historic preservation or sustainable 

design, certifications prove their skills and open up new possibilities. 

7.​ Get a Master's Degree: An Master of Architecture (M.Arch) degree is not required, but it 

does give architects the chance to learn more and specialise in areas that interest them 

professionally. 

Skills Required 

Becoming a successful architect requires a diverse skill set, including: 

●​ Creativity: The ability to think outside the box and come up with innovative design solutions. 

●​ Technical Proficiency: Mastery of architectural software, drafting, and modelling techniques. 

●​ Communication Skills: Effectively convey ideas to clients, colleagues, and construction 

teams. 

●​ Attention to Detail: Precision in design and documentation is crucial to the success of a 

project. 

●​ Problem-Solving: Architects must navigate challenges and find practical solutions. 
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●​ Project Management: Efficiently manage time, resources, and teams to meet project 

deadlines. 

Architecture Courses After 12th 

Choosing the right classes after 12th grade is the first step towards a future in architecture. Aspiring 

architects can get a lot of different kinds of schooling, from bachelor's degrees to diploma courses. 

These programmes set you up for a career in building and designing buildings. 

List of Best Architecture Courses after 12th 

●​ Bachelor of Architecture (B.Arch): A five-year undergraduate program that provides a 

comprehensive education in architectural theory, design principles, and practical skills. 

●​ Diploma in Architecture Assistantship: A diploma program that focuses on practical skills, 

including drafting, modelling, and assisting in architectural projects. 

Best after 12th Architecture Courses Abroad 

●​ Bachelor of Architecture (B.Arch) - International Programs: Many universities abroad in 

countries like USA offer globally recognized B.Arch programs, providing exposure to diverse 

architectural styles and methodologies. 

●​ Architectural Technician Diploma - Abroad: Diplomas or associate degrees in architectural 

technology abroad equip students with practical skills and knowledge relevant to the 

international architectural industry. 

Eligibility Criteria for Architecture Courses After 12th 

●​ Bachelor of Architecture (B.Arch): Eligibility typically includes completing the 12th grade 

with a science background (Physics, Chemistry, Mathematics) and qualifying in entrance 

exams like NATA (National Aptitude Test in Architecture) or JEE Main Paper 

●​ Diploma in Architecture Assistantship: Generally, a 10th or 12th-grade completion with 

mathematics as a subject is required for eligibility. 

Entrance Exams for Architecture Courses After 12th 

●​ NATA (National Aptitude Test in Architecture): Widely accepted in India, NATA assesses the 

aptitude of candidates in the field of architecture. 

●​ JEE Main Paper 2: For admission to B.Arch programs in some institutions, candidates may 

need to qualify in the Paper 2 of the Joint Entrance Examination (JEE Main). 

How to Study Architecture after 12th - Abroad? 

Studying architecture abroad involves several steps: 

●​ Research Universities: Explore universities known for their architecture programs. 

●​ Check Admission Requirements: Understand the admission criteria, including language 

proficiency tests like IELTS or TOEFL. 

●​ Application Process: Apply to the selected universities, providing transcripts, letters of 

recommendation, and a portfolio of your work. 

●​ Student Visa: Once accepted, obtain a student visa to study abroad. 
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Career Prospects in Architecture in India 

In India, architecture graduates can pursue various career paths: 

1.​ Architectural Firms: Work with established architectural firms on diverse projects. 

2.​ Government Agencies: Contribute to urban planning and development initiatives. 

3.​ Teaching: Pursue academic careers in architecture institutes. 

Career Prospects in (Architecture) Abroad 

Abroad, architects can explore diverse career options: 

1.​ International Architectural Firms: Collaborate on global projects with renowned firms. 

2.​ Research and Development: Engage in architectural research and innovation. 

3.​ Sustainable Design Practices: Focus on environmentally conscious architectural design. 

Top Universities Abroad for Architecture 

For those aspiring to pursue architectural studies abroad, several prestigious institutions stand out as 

beacons of academic excellence: 

1.​ Massachusetts Institute of Technology (MIT), USA: Renowned for its cutting-edge research 

and emphasis on innovation, MIT provides a dynamic environment for architectural studies. 

2.​ ETH Zurich - Swiss Federal Institute of Technology, Switzerland: Internationally recognized 

for its emphasis on scientific and engineering disciplines, ETH Zurich offers a unique 

perspective on architectural education. 

3.​ Delft University of Technology, Netherlands: With a rich tradition in architectural education, 

Delft University of Technology is a hub for students seeking a balance between theory and 

practical application. 

4.​ University College London (UCL), UK: University College of London is one of the most 

renowned colleges in UK for Architecture. UCL's Bartlett School of Architecture is celebrated 

for its progressive approach to architectural education, nurturing students to think critically 

and creatively. 

5.​ National University of Singapore (NUS), Singapore: Recognized as a global leader in 

education, NUS offers a diverse and inclusive environment for architectural studies. 

Top Colleges in India for Architects 

India, with its rich architectural heritage, hosts institutions that provide a platform for aspiring 

architects to hone their craft: 

●​ Indian Institute of Technology (IIT), Kharagpur: The Department of Architecture and 

Regional Planning at IIT Kharagpur is known for its emphasis on research-driven architectural 

education. 

●​ School of Planning and Architecture, Delhi: SPA Delhi is revered for its comprehensive 

curriculum, covering various aspects of architecture and planning. 
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●​ Chandigarh College of Architecture: As a pioneer in architectural education, Chandigarh 

College of Architecture offers a nurturing environment for creative exploration. 

●​ Sir JJ College of Architecture, Mumbai: With a rich history, Sir JJ College of Architecture is 

recognized for its contribution to architectural education and practice. 

●​ National Institute of Technology (NIT), Tiruchirappalli: NIT Trichy's Department of 

Architecture provides students with a holistic education, preparing them for diverse career 

paths in architecture. 

These institutions play a crucial role in preserving and advancing India's architectural legacy, fostering 

a new generation of architects. 

Pros and Cons of Becoming an Architect 

Pros: 

●​ Creativity and Innovation: Architects can make their creative ideas come to life and use new 

designs to change the world around them. 

●​ Different Job Opportunities: There are many different job opportunities abroad in the field 

of architecture, so architects can specialise in areas that interest them. 

●​ What Architects Do for the Built Environment: Architects make big changes to the scenery, 

which affects how people use and enjoy the places they live. 

●​ Potential for Entrepreneurship: People who are experienced architects can start their own 

companies, which opens the door to entrepreneurship. 

●​ Global Opportunities: As an engineer, you learn skills that can be used anywhere in the 

world. This means you can work on projects with people from different backgrounds and on 

international projects. 

Cons: 

●​ Long Schooling and Training: To become an engineer, you have to go to school and train for 

many years, which takes hard work and persistence. 

●​ High Stress Levels and Long Hours: Deadlines and stakes are often very short for 

architectural projects, which can cause times of intense stress and long work hours. 

●​ Income That Can Change: Earnings in architecture can change, especially for people who are 

just starting out or who work as solo architects. 

●​ Market Sensitivity: The demand for design services is closely linked to the state of the 

economy. This makes the field sensitive to changes in the market. 

●​ Dependence on Outside Factors (Economic, Regulatory): Architects may face problems they 

can't control, like changes in regulations or economic downturns that make projects less 

likely to succeed. 
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