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Guidelines for school and/or bus cancellations due
to inclement weather

Nova Scotia winter weather can change quickly and
can be challenging to predict. This document outlines
the steps we take when deciding whether to cancel
school and/or bussing.

A 6:00 am announcement could be:

All schools are closed for the day OR

e Some schools (either individually or by
family) are closed for the day OR

e All schools are open, but some or all busses
are not operating for the day OR

e All schools are delayed in opening by 2 hours

If weather deteriorates, or is forecast to worsen
throughout the morning an 11:00 am announcement
could be:

e Bussed students will be picked up 2 hours
earlier than their regular dismissal time AND
walking students will be dismissed at their
regularly scheduled lunch hour

How does Halifax Regional Centre for Education
(HRCE) decide on school and/or bus cancellations?

By 4:30 am, HRCE staff begin to gather information
from:

¢ A contracted weather service that provides radar
and satellite imagery, real time road conditions and
weather warnings;

¢ A meteorologist who provides forecast details, level
and type of precipitation and impact on road
conditions;

e HRCE’s transportation service providers, who
provide updates on road conditions in their area;
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e Municipal and provincial transportation staff; and

e Other local weather services, including
Environment Canada and the Weather Network.

By 5:30 am, HRCE staff make recommendations to
the Regional Executive Director (or designate), who
then makes the final decision. If it is safe to have
students and staff on the roads and sidewalks, then
schools will be open. If not, school will be cancelled.

This decision is communicated by 6:00 am.

How Will | Find Out?
® Check our website at www.hrce.ca
e Follow us on Twitter at Twitter.com/HRCE_NS
e Call our information line at 902-464-INFO
(4636)
e Listen to your radio (All local radio stations
are informed)
e Watch the morning news on local television
channels
® Sign up to receive e-mail or text message
notification of cancellations
o https://www.hrce.ca/notifications

What if the weather deteriorates throughout the
day?

There are times when we may decide to keep schools
open, but cancel bussing due to poor road
conditions. As parents and guardians, you must use
your own discretion with regard to sending your child
to school. Before dropping students off, please
ensure that someone on staff has arrived at the
school and can provide supervision.

If schools are open, meaningful learning activities will
take place. Students who are unable to attend school
due to inclement weather and/or bus cancellations
will not be penalized if assighments are given or
assigned on that day.
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