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Monthly Standards Update 
*Due to the adoption of the 2026 ELA SCOS, this First Friday message is 
issued a day earlier than scheduled. 

Draft 4 Adopted as 2026 ELA Standard Course of Study 
On January 8, 2026, the NC State Board of Education (SBE) adopted Draft 4 
as the 2026 ELA Standard Course of Study for implementation in the 
2027-2028 school year. The current 2017 ELA Standard Course of Study will 
remain in place for classroom instruction for the 2025-2026 and 2026-2027 
school years. The newly approved K-12 ELA SCOS aims to serve as the 
framework that guides each Public School Unit (PSU) in the development of 
the curriculum and instruction for English Language Arts. 
The NCDPI K-12 ELA Team expresses their gratitude to the thousands of stakeholders--educators, state 
and national experts, and community members--who contributed to the development of these standards. 
Their collaboration and expertise have been crucial to ensure the standards set expectations that will allow 
students to be innovative thinkers and competitive in post-secondary pursuits--college, career, or 
military--and throughout their lives. 

In an effort to keep stakeholders informed, the NCDPI ELA Team will provide monthly standards updates 
that contain the latest announcements and current news regarding the adopted 2026 ELA SCOS. These 
updates are sent the first Friday of every month. To receive these updates straight to your 
inbox, please subscribe to our listserv. To view past listserv messages, visit the NCDPI ELA Webpage. 

https://links-1.govdelivery.com/CL0/https:%2F%2Fcontent.govdelivery.com%2Faccounts%2FNCSBE%2Fbulletins%2F4034d0c/1/0100019b9e1bbc07-e91f141c-ef14-48d2-b8f9-af480a5ba2f7-000000/cdUB3IpndSKno2L5PwbvOPjm6eWbsffw_WuW67xxgUU=439
https://links-1.govdelivery.com/CL0/https:%2F%2Fdrive.google.com%2Ffile%2Fd%2F15li-QjyE4mMfiSW64LKFSw55rXu0y8ff%2Fview/1/0100019b9e1bbc07-e91f141c-ef14-48d2-b8f9-af480a5ba2f7-000000/2qygxS24zRSLmVewTEVuSvRd6IQdahq4NEcghAs_52Y=439
https://links-1.govdelivery.com/CL0/https:%2F%2Fpublic.govdelivery.com%2Faccounts%2FNCSBE%2Fsubscriber%2Fnew/1/0100019b9e1bbc07-e91f141c-ef14-48d2-b8f9-af480a5ba2f7-000000/7p7xb2bvS5CNCXYybYlMHY2g7RWQ_ADf9zI3f5Ocl1w=439
https://links-1.govdelivery.com/CL0/https:%2F%2Fwww.dpi.nc.gov%2Fdistricts-schools%2Fclassroom-resources%2Foffice-teaching-and-learning%2Fstandard-course-study%2Fenglish-language-arts%2Fstandard-course-study-supporting-resources/1/0100019b9e1bbc07-e91f141c-ef14-48d2-b8f9-af480a5ba2f7-000000/DuZydf4Pcwg1W5OKgiDIci9RyCgzUrglc787WGSpHEI=439


 

 
 
2026 ELA Standard Course of Study 
Initial Installation Materials Released 
Initial Installation Resources Available 
Throughout the installation phase, supporting resources will be 
developed and shared. Stakeholders are encouraged to check 
the ELA Virtual Implementation Kit (VIK) often for updates and 
additional resources.  
Adopted 2026 ELA SCOS 
Key features of the 2026 English Language Arts Standard Course of 
Study include: 

●​ Standards and objectives format for consistency with other 
content area Standard Courses of Study, including a 
streamlined structure with three strands and one 
substrand. 

●​ Standards and objectives rooted in three fundamental 
principles: complex text at the center of instruction; integration of literacy domains (i.e. reading, 
writing, speaking, and listening); and use of a variety of text genres, modes, formats, and lengths. 

●​ Foundational skills extended to span K-12. 
●​ Language structures and vocabulary skills integrated across all strands. 
●​ Grammar and conventions listed explicitly as grade-level objectives. 
●​ Written and spoken student products expanded to include opinion/persuasive, informational, 

explanatory/expository, poetry, descriptive, and narrative products. 

View the adopted 2026 ELA SCOS K-12 or by grade-band via the ELA Virtual Implementation Kit (VIK). 
Communications Toolkit 
The NCDPI ELA Team strongly encourages PSUs to use the provided resources to inform their 
stakeholders of the 2026 standards adoption. The Communications Toolkit is designed to help public 
school units (PSUs) communicate the newly adopted 2026 ELA SCOS to stakeholders. It provides 
ready-to-use templates, key messages, an FAQ, and visual materials to assist with timely and effective 
communication. The resources included may be adapted to fit PSU needs, helping leaders keep all 
stakeholders informed. 
2017 & 2026 ELA SCOS Crosswalk 
The Crosswalk illustrates the variance between the 2017 NC ELA Standard Course of Study and the 
adopted 2026 NC ELA Standard Course of Study. This resource can be used to assist with adapting 
and/or revising local curriculum. 
Frequently Asked Questions Document 
The FAQ one-pager includes common questions and answers about the adopted 2026 ELA Standard 
Course of Study.  
NAEP & ACT Mapping Document 
The mapping document connects the NC ELA Standard Course of Study (SCOS) to the 2026 National 
Assessment of Educational Progress (NAEP) Framework and 2026 ACT Core Academic Skills Framework. 
 In support of the NC Strategic Plan: Achieving Educational Excellence, this resource illustrates how the 
2026 ELA SCOS aligns with key assessment frameworks, helping stakeholders align instruction and 
advance the strategic plan’s goals for student achievement and postsecondary readiness. 
Installation Timeline 

https://links-1.govdelivery.com/CL0/https:%2F%2Fncdpi.instructure.com%2Fcourses%2F914/1/0100019b9e1bbc07-e91f141c-ef14-48d2-b8f9-af480a5ba2f7-000000/boITQp-no6jTatgz5rUSNqEk93UgpSXYkwOiS5kbOtY=439
https://links-1.govdelivery.com/CL0/https:%2F%2Fdocs.google.com%2Fdocument%2Fd%2F19-aiblQPGXNt4ZDzucJ9Ajseh29TDG8xIfqQoJRKAng%2Fedit%3Fusp=sharing/1/0100019b9e1bbc07-e91f141c-ef14-48d2-b8f9-af480a5ba2f7-000000/3hjiGNuxIGZpKk4sYSTcbHstRUZjrBplBGOJv6sArtM=439
https://links-1.govdelivery.com/CL0/https:%2F%2Fdocs.google.com%2Fdocument%2Fd%2F19-aiblQPGXNt4ZDzucJ9Ajseh29TDG8xIfqQoJRKAng%2Fedit%3Fusp=sharing/1/0100019b9e1bbc07-e91f141c-ef14-48d2-b8f9-af480a5ba2f7-000000/3hjiGNuxIGZpKk4sYSTcbHstRUZjrBplBGOJv6sArtM=439
https://links-1.govdelivery.com/CL0/https:%2F%2Fncdpi.instructure.com%2Fcourses%2F914/2/0100019b9e1bbc07-e91f141c-ef14-48d2-b8f9-af480a5ba2f7-000000/4feoOU15CzIU3O_2_FWXxibstnYzYAssvlaq8rGZO_0=439
https://links-1.govdelivery.com/CL0/https:%2F%2Fwww.canva.com%2Fdesign%2FDAG32wZdbKY%2FCGFwRS9KJaqjPmcoX4DTEw%2Fview%3Futm_content=DAG32wZdbKY%26utm_campaign=designshare%26utm_medium=link2%26utm_source=uniquelinks%26utlId=h1a146e48cb/1/0100019b9e1bbc07-e91f141c-ef14-48d2-b8f9-af480a5ba2f7-000000/CX_9IcPBjfuHZqdcfUMusW0FY00DhCMCv885Jr8NBX0=439
https://links-1.govdelivery.com/CL0/https:%2F%2Fdocs.google.com%2Fdocument%2Fd%2F1a0FgEPMnkrawISVYuwsGssVakSUgEJeoGHsjToppML0%2Fedit%3Fusp=sharing/1/0100019b9e1bbc07-e91f141c-ef14-48d2-b8f9-af480a5ba2f7-000000/-CVjy-AZbwAgNBuaHtgpF7yMENmPzAzhZgVofTIItDo=439
https://links-1.govdelivery.com/CL0/https:%2F%2Fwww.canva.com%2Fdesign%2FDAG7zHwSVsU%2Frm_5hweZyG9rHUEJ0ftPKg%2Fview%3Futm_content=DAG7zHwSVsU%26utm_campaign=designshare%26utm_medium=link2%26utm_source=uniquelinks%26utlId=h6491c11a28/1/0100019b9e1bbc07-e91f141c-ef14-48d2-b8f9-af480a5ba2f7-000000/K6K-Czbmc-bEvpDdtgOS71iMMW5O8YCuyrrkb4F8_E4=439
https://links-1.govdelivery.com/CL0/https:%2F%2Fdocs.google.com%2Fdocument%2Fd%2F1WRSwb3f8F8oikmXTC40IuHZ0WQJxSD1Heoje6SkDl2Q%2Fedit%3Fusp=sharing/1/0100019b9e1bbc07-e91f141c-ef14-48d2-b8f9-af480a5ba2f7-000000/xGMZ1gEItnojFick7t2awWqm50lFhwAulqytYHKZs0s=439


The adoption of the 2026 ELA SCOS marks the beginning of standards installation. During installation 
(January 2026 - July 2027), both NCDPI and PSUs prepare for implementation. Throughout the installation 
phase, NCDPI will provide professional development and supporting resources. Some of the resources to 
expect during installation are below: 

●​ Unpacking Documents by Grade 
●​ Glossary 
●​ Highlighted Vertical Progression 
●​ Parent/Caregiver Guide 
●​ Morphology & Word Work Resource 
●​ Grammar and Conventions Resource 
●​ Sentence Composition Resource 

Standards Implementation Guide 
The Standards Implementation Guide aims to provide general guidance to PSUs on the considerations 
that must be made as PSUs and schools install newly revised NCSCOS. 

Implementation of Adopted 2026 ELA SCOS  
Note: The current 2017 ELA Standard Course of Study will remain in place for classroom instruction 
and assessment through the 2026-2027 school year.  
Public school units (PSUs) are expected to implement the 2026 North Carolina Standard Course of Study 
for K-12 English Language Arts starting in the 2027-2028 school year. Details regarding professional 
learning opportunities and forthcoming resources will be shared via listservs and social media channels. 
Consider encouraging colleagues to subscribe to the ELA Team listserv and/or follow the ELA 
Team's Instagram and Facebook pages, so they can stay informed throughout installation and 
implementation of the 2026 ELA Standard Course of Study! 
 

 
 

 
ELA Standards Update Webinar 
Series 
Mark your calendars for the ELA Standards Update 
Webinars!  
Join the NCDPI ELA Team to learn more about the newly 
adopted English Language Arts Standard Course of Study. 

Webinars will allow participants to: 

●​ Gain a greater understanding of the adopted 2026 
standards 

●​ Explore revisions to the 2017 SCOS 
●​ Dive deeper into the adopted 2026 SCOS 

organization and structure 
●​ Receive updates on the installation timeline and 

supporting resources 

  

Upcoming Webinars 
Register today for the remaining hour-long learning opportunities, and consider sharing the flyer with 
colleagues who would be interested in joining! 

●​ February 5, 2026 | 3:45 - 4:45 | Webinar Registration 
●​ June 11, 2026 | 3:45 - 4:45 | Webinar Registration 

https://links-1.govdelivery.com/CL0/https:%2F%2Fwww.canva.com%2Fdesign%2FDAG7zFYVkr4%2FYSB3s5fv-a3I_MHbm2fz8A%2Fview%3Futm_content=DAG7zFYVkr4%26utm_campaign=designshare%26utm_medium=link2%26utm_source=uniquelinks%26utlId=hcfda29824a/1/0100019b9e1bbc07-e91f141c-ef14-48d2-b8f9-af480a5ba2f7-000000/gfFgr-JcZsSl1oh9EHWKvys30beBRUoMWsPYOAT9144=439
https://links-1.govdelivery.com/CL0/https:%2F%2Fncdpi.instructure.com%2Fcourses%2F11379%2Fpages%2Finstallation-planning/1/0100019b9e1bbc07-e91f141c-ef14-48d2-b8f9-af480a5ba2f7-000000/VclKC0qw_lyK1ru9rvOu73xJ52M-w0LQnPr5hSPPw_U=439
https://links-1.govdelivery.com/CL0/https:%2F%2Fdrive.google.com%2Ffile%2Fd%2F15li-QjyE4mMfiSW64LKFSw55rXu0y8ff%2Fview/2/0100019b9e1bbc07-e91f141c-ef14-48d2-b8f9-af480a5ba2f7-000000/tEwnwOnC7nLa-w4uGfU9gCNnUUjzHWwtRAgHOUhkNAk=439
https://links-1.govdelivery.com/CL0/https:%2F%2Fpublic.govdelivery.com%2Faccounts%2FNCSBE%2Fsubscriber%2Fnew/2/0100019b9e1bbc07-e91f141c-ef14-48d2-b8f9-af480a5ba2f7-000000/V-jakQN8t6XhIV3oeC0NM7A3oaZiWcNxWvRNk3WUtJo=439
https://links-1.govdelivery.com/CL0/https:%2F%2Fwww.instagram.com%2Fncdpi.elateam%2F/1/0100019b9e1bbc07-e91f141c-ef14-48d2-b8f9-af480a5ba2f7-000000/TVWjAQqgh9ZYxSk45IWyfVlZ1JnFj_04lG7O3hhhynU=439
https://links-1.govdelivery.com/CL0/https:%2F%2Fwww.facebook.com%2Fpeople%2FNC-English-Language-Arts%2F100063467715851%2F%3F_rdr/1/0100019b9e1bbc07-e91f141c-ef14-48d2-b8f9-af480a5ba2f7-000000/TdaVCMrJLWoIXc7remckVbi0ed-WqexVzDPgQgwfINY=439
https://links-1.govdelivery.com/CL0/https:%2F%2Fdrive.google.com%2Ffile%2Fd%2F1XXl-omqIBzyFuhPv1pCNMzwRWL1kGeYv%2Fview/2/0100019b9e1bbc07-e91f141c-ef14-48d2-b8f9-af480a5ba2f7-000000/1uPd5xOqTRS-db-X0iZTHRW19u0ft45JlQPrbrDtj50=439
https://links-1.govdelivery.com/CL0/https:%2F%2Fdrive.google.com%2Ffile%2Fd%2F1XXl-omqIBzyFuhPv1pCNMzwRWL1kGeYv%2Fview/2/0100019b9e1bbc07-e91f141c-ef14-48d2-b8f9-af480a5ba2f7-000000/1uPd5xOqTRS-db-X0iZTHRW19u0ft45JlQPrbrDtj50=439
https://links-1.govdelivery.com/CL0/https:%2F%2Fdrive.google.com%2Ffile%2Fd%2F1XXl-omqIBzyFuhPv1pCNMzwRWL1kGeYv%2Fview/3/0100019b9e1bbc07-e91f141c-ef14-48d2-b8f9-af480a5ba2f7-000000/Vhvpj7iTEmVUY4pXaheiMJmEuIOxcjuiAAaVnVSYs4c=439
https://links-1.govdelivery.com/CL0/https:%2F%2Fncgov.webex.com%2Fweblink%2Fregister%2Fr9bb76c55edaf03ab7db80c42a20b6a48/1/0100019b9e1bbc07-e91f141c-ef14-48d2-b8f9-af480a5ba2f7-000000/DVsbXZAcSuqrGP5dXJ7qJrGUwOKqk0l67EWOrhrPaJM=439
https://links-1.govdelivery.com/CL0/https:%2F%2Fncgov.webex.com%2Fweblink%2Fregister%2Fr4564904ea2061e5c9167f4a3a4a89b03/1/0100019b9e1bbc07-e91f141c-ef14-48d2-b8f9-af480a5ba2f7-000000/MiZPAMEmqcLKr2ejK-r8S5anpZ8KmiVp3r1jQGNPZ7o=439


Previous Webinars 
View recordings of previous webinars to catch up on information you may have missed or share the 
recordings with colleagues to keep them in the loop! Recordings to previous webinars are available in 
the ELA Virtual Implementation Kit (VIK) on the Professional Learning Page under On-Demand Resources. 

●​ Standards Update #1: Webinar Recording | Webinar Slides 
●​ Standards Update #2: Webinar Recording | Webinar Slides 

 

 
 

https://links-1.govdelivery.com/CL0/https:%2F%2Fncdpi.instructure.com%2Fcourses%2F914/3/0100019b9e1bbc07-e91f141c-ef14-48d2-b8f9-af480a5ba2f7-000000/_aWJBnh_1UZp6IgdVVqMusQpZileXRZGIbo0_IHG7S8=439
https://links-1.govdelivery.com/CL0/https:%2F%2Fncdpi.instructure.com%2Fcourses%2F914%2Fpages%2Fprevious-professional-learning/1/0100019b9e1bbc07-e91f141c-ef14-48d2-b8f9-af480a5ba2f7-000000/RDgnWD6TgTeFbWzZrTvK5Mc5qHx1hg3a0fk8UnM2OKk=439
https://links-1.govdelivery.com/CL0/https:%2F%2Fdrive.google.com%2Ffile%2Fd%2F1uZW4EfXkBZwuzZ8zQZ-w7Yqvhjd0Ts_D%2Fview/1/0100019b9e1bbc07-e91f141c-ef14-48d2-b8f9-af480a5ba2f7-000000/BUkmrQdiooTLAOCj0GV6OOrlKu_vTLfMb7u93TV0PBU=439
https://links-1.govdelivery.com/CL0/https:%2F%2Fdocs.google.com%2Fpresentation%2Fd%2F12-FkCeCzTALNbljaWCV-q1ck7JVbe123%2Fedit%3Fusp=sharing%26ouid=107690867489912608261%26rtpof=true%26sd=true/1/0100019b9e1bbc07-e91f141c-ef14-48d2-b8f9-af480a5ba2f7-000000/t-e0APC_DRPlhr9IKHZJnhgLgK09y9BNbfkP9Xbis5E=439
https://links-1.govdelivery.com/CL0/https:%2F%2Fdrive.google.com%2Ffile%2Fd%2F1Lq8e6rPDnExY8TCyf6VmrxPkJ0GYvLL9%2Fview/1/0100019b9e1bbc07-e91f141c-ef14-48d2-b8f9-af480a5ba2f7-000000/y8agPLjn7UgyXuyjeczSKCrzoNZ-s03YC3lXjBb4adc=439
https://links-1.govdelivery.com/CL0/https:%2F%2Fdocs.google.com%2Fpresentation%2Fd%2F1qy3an57DysFcQ6eNNW0_UaHJHsWwfvn_Vr8xn7vPGVw%2Fedit%3Fusp=sharing/1/0100019b9e1bbc07-e91f141c-ef14-48d2-b8f9-af480a5ba2f7-000000/9uhcdG2r2onUOaONt-_QPtw91h-ra9l_n21Qx3ycBE0=439

