
Obie Jenkins was born on March 9, 1917 and died on April 14, 1945. He was the 
first Lieutenant of the 499th Bomber group, 878th Bomber Squadron. Aircraft B-29-42 
departed from Saipan, Marianas Islands on a combat mission to Tokyo, however the 
aircraft was not contacted by radio after their takeoff. One of the surviving men, T/Sgt 

Louis T. Vance said enemy fighters fired two 
bursts into the number four engine and 
punctured a fuel cell. His body was interred 
in a military cemetery in Yokohama, Japan 
before his family received his remains back. 
He earned the purple heart. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Obie Jenkins, Senior Class of Maryville College, 1939  
Ancestry.com  
 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/1265/records/170230595?tid=&pid=&queryId=6f9b083f-0378-473d-9a1d-dde8e96ccd70&_phsrc=KIG5&_phstart=successSource


 
Knoxville News-Sentinel (Knoxville, Tennessee), July 17, 1949: 20. Readex: America's Historical 

Newspapers. 
https://infoweb.newsbank.com/apps/readex/doc?p=EANX&docref=image/v2%3A1429536AE5ADB4
DF%40EANX-15CC4298418332CD%402433115-15CA36ABA37FDB3E%4019-15CA36ABA37FDB

3E%40. 
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https://infoweb.newsbank.com/apps/readex/doc?p=EANX&docref=image/v2%3A1429536AE5ADB4DF%40EANX-15CC4298418332CD%402433115-15CA36ABA37FDB3E%4019-15CA36ABA37FDB3E%40
https://infoweb.newsbank.com/apps/readex/doc?p=EANX&docref=image/v2%3A1429536AE5ADB4DF%40EANX-15CC4298418332CD%402433115-15CA36ABA37FDB3E%4019-15CA36ABA37FDB3E%40


 
Obie Jenkins, World War II draft cards, 1940-1947. Ancestry.com  

 

 
Obie Jenkins, Headstone Applications for Military Veterans 1861-1985, Ancestry.com 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/2238/records/201853532?tid=&pid=&queryId=5153afca-4082-44c3-9fbf-05f828c2585a&_phsrc=KIG1&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/2375/records/943381?tid=&pid=&queryId=5153afca-4082-44c3-9fbf-05f828c2585a&_phsrc=KIG1&_phstart=successSource

