Obie Jenkins was born on March 9, 1917 and died on April 14, 1945. He was the
first Lieutenant of the 499th Bomber group, 878th Bomber Squadron. Aircraft B-29-42
departed from Saipan, Marianas Islands on a combat mission to Tokyo, however the
aircraft was not contacted by radio after their takeoff. One of the surviving men, T/Sgt
Louis T. Vance said enemy fighters fired two
- bursts into the number four engine and
~ punctured a fuel cell. His body was interred
in a military cemetery in Yokohama, Japan
before his family received his remains back.
He earned the purple heart.

Obie Jenkins, Senior Class of Maryville College, 1939
Ancestry.com
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| JENKINS, FIRST LT. OBIE—
26, killed in action April 138, 1945, while
hm'vlng with the (3 .

A. E. F. In Japan.
Body will arrive
Saturday morning.
The family home
is at 908 While
Ave., Maryville.
Survivors: parents,
Mr. and Mrs. De-
cator C. Jenkins:
sisters, Mis. Ray-
mond White and
Mrs.- Paul Bell:
nephews, Ray and
Oble Bel). Services
Sunday 3:30 p. m.
al First Methodist
Church, Dr. E. E.
Wiley Jr. ana Rev. A. F, Grehl officiating.
Inferment in Gre ndview Cemetery,

The bhody will be at the home Sunday
morning. I
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Knoxville News-Sentinel (Knoxville, Tennessee), July 17, 1949: 20. Readex: America's Historical
Newspapers.
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