KSWLA CONFERENCE 2026: SCHEDULE
November 7, 2026 at Hayden Catholic High School in Topeka

8:00-10:00

Check-in & Registration

8:30-9:30

Welcome & Business Meeting (cafeteria)

60 minutes

9:30-9:40

Exhibitors & Morning Break

10 minutes

9:40-10:40

Session 1 (plenary) Keynote (cafeteria)

60 minutes

10:45-11:35

Session 2 (concurrent, choice of 5)

50 minutes

Living Between Worlds: Bilingual Voices,
Identity, and Belonging in Rural Kansas
Dr. Herrera Socorro & Dr. Maria Teresa DePaoli

Room 100

Learning Starts Here: Place-Based Pedagogy for
Intercultural Competence
Dr. Andie Faber & Denisse Mufioz

Room 101

Bridging Biographies & Classroom Talk to Build
Community & Enrich Classroom Discourse
Dr. Melissa Holmes

Room 105

Cultivating Human Connection and
Communication Through World Languages
Melissa Clark (Best of Kansas Encore Presentation)

Room 107

Heritage Spanish: Now What? Building
Pathways to AP, College, and Careers
Dr. Marta Silva

Room 109

11:40-12:30

Lunch - Past President Remarks & Awards

50 minutes

12:35-1:05

Session 3: (concurrent) AATs and Networking
Please attend your assigned group
based on your subject/language area.

Group 1 — Chinese Mandarin Teachers (room:100)
Group 2 — ESOL Teachers (room:101)

Group 3 — French Teachers (room:105)

Group 4 — German Teachers (room: 107)

Group 5 — Spanish Teachers (room: 109)

30 minutes

1:10-2:00

Session 4 (concurrent, choice of 5)

50 minutes

Sustainable, Proficiency-Based World Language

Room 100




Designed to Acquire: Al for Acquisition-Focused | Room 101
Lessons Kate Sanders (Wayside)

2:00-2:15 Exhibitors & Afternoon Break 15 minutes

2:15-3:05 Session 5 (concurrent, choice of 4) 50 minutes

ChatGPT and the WL classroom Room 107
Alexander Olinger

3:10-4:00 Session 6 (concurrent, choice of 5) 50 minutes







