
Notes on Nyaya Philosophy 
Nyaya is one of the six orthodox (astika) systems of Indian philosophy, renowned for its 
systematic approach to logic, reasoning, and epistemology. It was founded by the sage 
Akshapada Gautama, and its principal text is the Nyaya Sutras.prepp+1 

 

1. Central Focus of Nyaya 
●​ The primary concern of Nyaya philosophy is the means of obtaining valid knowledge 

(pramāṇa) and the logical processes for argumentation.​
 

●​ It aims at liberation (moksha) through knowledge, contending that suffering arises from 
false notions and ignorance and is removed by correct understanding.saet+2​
 

 

2. Sources of Knowledge (Pramāṇas) 
Nyaya recognizes four pramāṇas—valid sources of knowledge:iep.utm+3 

●​ Pratyaksha (Perception):​
 

○​ Divided into external (sensory) and internal (mental/introspective) perception.​
 

○​ Direct contact between sense organs and objects.​
 

●​ Anumana (Inference):​
 

○​ Reasoning from known to unknown.​
 

○​ Divided into several categories based on the kind of logical argument (e.g., 
purvavat, sheshavat, samanaya).​
 

●​ Upamana (Comparison/Analogy):​
 

○​ Knowledge acquired by comparing unfamiliar objects to familiar ones.​
 

●​ Shabda (Verbal Testimony):​
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○​ Reliable oral or written authority, particularly from trustworthy persons or texts 
(such as the Vedas).​
 

 

3. Theory of Error 
●​ Nyaya distinguishes valid knowledge from smriti (memory), doubt, error, and hypothetical 

argument, which are considered invalid.britannica​
 

●​ Avidya (ignorance) is the root cause of suffering and bondage.​
 

 

4. Metaphysics 
Nyaya provides a realistic, pluralistic metaphysics, borrowing from the Vaisheshika system:svbf 

●​ Categories of Reality:​
 

○​ Self (Atman), body, senses, mind, sense objects, and activity.​
 

○​ Feelings, qualities, and defects are also considered objects of knowledge.​
 

●​ Atomic Theory:​
 

○​ Physical world consists of four types of atoms: Earth, Water, Air, Fire.​
 

○​ Atoms are eternal and indestructible.​
 

●​ Nature of the Self:​
 

○​ Self is a substance, distinct from mind and body.​
 

○​ Attributes: desire, volition, pleasure, pain, consciousness.​
 

○​ Consciousness is not the essential attribute; it appears only with a 
body.wikipedia+1​
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5. Theory of Causation 
Nyaya defines causality as follows:wikipedia+1 

●​ A cause is an unconditional and invariable antecedent of an effect.​
 

●​ Three kinds of causes:​
 

1.​ Samavayi (Material Cause): Substance out of which the product is made (e.g., 
thread for cloth).​
 

2.​ Asamavayi (Non-material Cause): Properties contributing to the effect (e.g., 
color of the thread giving the color of the cloth).​
 

3.​ Nimitta (Efficient Cause): Agent behind production (e.g., the weaver).​
 

●​ Stress on sequence and unconditionality; not all antecedents are causes.​
 

 

6. Logic and Debate 
●​ Nyaya developed sophisticated methods of debate, argument, and proof.​

 
●​ It classifies fallacies and wrong arguments, and outlines techniques for resolving 

philosophical disputes.leverageedu+1​
 

 

7. Doctrine of Liberation (Moksha) 
●​ Liberation is gained through right knowledge.​

 
●​ Freedom from suffering is achieved by the removal of ignorance through pramāṇas and 

rational inquiry.​
 

●​ Unlike some schools, Nyaya emphasizes intellectual understanding over ritual or 
mysticism.lotusarise​
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8. Role of God 
●​ Nyaya is generally theistic, inferring God’s existence as the efficient cause behind the 

universe’s orderly functioning.​
 

●​ God is not the material cause (atoms are eternal), but the agent who organizes 
creation.svbf+1​
 

 

9. Influence and Significance 
●​ Nyaya’s methods influenced Indian philosophy, legal theory, science, and literature, 

particularly with its rigorous inquiry and logical system.prepp+1​
 

●​ It interacts and debates with other schools (Buddhism, Vedanta), holding realism, 
pluralism, and logical reasoning at its core.iep.utm​
 

 

10. Key Texts 
●​ Nyaya Sutras of Gautama; later commentaries by Vatsyayana, Uddyotakara, and others 

expanded the system.prepp 
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Summary Table: Key Concepts 
Concept Nyaya Position/Explanation 

Means of Knowledge Perception, inference, comparison, verbal 
testimonybritannica+2 

Metaphysics Realistic pluralism: self, mind, body, atoms, qualitiessvbf+1 

Logic Detailed analysis of arguments, fallacies, debateprepp+1 

Causality Three types: material, non-material, efficientwikipedia+1 

Liberation Attainable through true knowledge (not only ritual)saet+1 

Theism God as efficient cause, not material causesvbf+1 

 

These notes offer a thorough and accessible guide to every major Nyaya concept for bachelor’s 
and master’s students in Indian philosophy. 
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