
How to Read the Bible in One Year 
A Beginner’s Guide 

Why Read the Bible in One Year? 
Have you ever wondered what it would be like to read the Bible from beginning to end in just one 
year? Together, we’ll uncover a way to do just that, diving deep into God’s story and gaining insights 
that can change our lives. Reading the entire Bible helps us see the big picture—God’s plan, His 
promises, and how every book points us closer to Him. Along the way, we’ll grow spiritually, 
strengthen our understanding, and draw nearer to God’s heart. This guide will keep things simple and 
encouraging, so even if you’re new to daily Bible reading, you’ll find it achievable. Let’s get ready to 
embark on this powerful journey! 

Choosing the Right Bible Translation 
Choosing the right Bible translation is key when you set out to read the Bible in one year. Popular 
beginner-friendly translations include the New International Version (NIV) and the New Living 
Translation (NLT). The NIV balances accuracy with readability, making it a solid choice for study and 
daily reading. The NLT is even more approachable, often using simpler language, which can make 
reading large portions easier. 
 
When choosing a translation, consider factors like accuracy, readability, and your personal 
preference. Some translations aim for word-for-word accuracy (like the ESV), while others focus on 
thought-for-thought clarity (like the NLT). If the language is too complex, reading can feel tedious, and 
you may struggle to stay consistent. On the other hand, overly simplified translations may not fully 
capture certain meanings, so finding a balance is important. 
 
Your choice can significantly impact how much you understand and how motivated you feel to keep 
going. When we read the Bible with a translation that resonates, we’re more likely to connect deeply 
and stay committed. Take time to explore a few options and pick the one that feels right for you. 

Different Types of Bible Reading Plans 
Different reading plans can help you read the Bible in one year, each offering a unique way to 
experience God’s Word. Here’s a look at some common options. 

Chronological Plan 
The chronological plan arranges the Bible’s events in the order they happened. This approach helps 
you see the timeline of God’s plan and how events relate. However, it may involve jumping between 
books, which can feel less cohesive. 
 



Canonical Plan 
The canonical plan takes you through the Bible from Genesis to Revelation, just as it’s ordered in 
most Bibles. This traditional route gives a straightforward, cover-to-cover experience, but it may be 
harder to stay motivated during certain lengthy sections. 

Old/New Testament Split 
In this plan, you read from both the Old and New Testaments each day. This balanced approach 
allows you to experience a variety of passages, keeping things fresh and engaging. It also connects 
Old Testament prophecies with their fulfillment in the New Testament. 

Thematic Plans 
Thematic plans focus on specific topics, such as “God’s Promises” or “Jesus’ Teachings.” These 
plans can offer fresh insights by grouping related passages together. However, they may not cover 
every part of the Bible, so they’re less comprehensive. 

Choosing the Right Plan 
Consider your lifestyle and goals when selecting a plan. If you enjoy understanding context and 
history, the chronological plan may suit you. If you’re looking for a straightforward approach, the 
canonical plan could be best. For variety, try the Old/New Testament split, or explore specific themes 
with a thematic plan. 
 
Whichever plan you choose, remember that the goal is to read the Bible daily and draw closer to 
God. Choose a plan that motivates you and aligns with your spiritual goals. 

Setting Up a Daily Bible Reading Routine 
Setting up a daily Bible reading routine is essential when you aim to read the Bible in one year. 
Finding the best time of day for reading can make all the difference. Many people enjoy reading in the 
morning to start the day focused on God. Others prefer lunch breaks or evenings when they can 
unwind and reflect. Choose a time that fits naturally into your routine and helps you stay consistent. 
 
Creating a quiet and focused environment is also important. Find a place where you won’t be easily 
distracted, whether it’s a cozy corner at home or a quiet outdoor spot. Some people find it helpful to 
turn off their phone or limit background noise to stay centered. 
 
Set realistic goals and be flexible with your schedule. If you miss a day, don’t feel discouraged. 
Simply pick up where you left off and keep going. Consistency over time matters more than 
perfection. 
 
Prayer before reading is essential. Taking a moment to ask God for understanding and insight can 
help you connect more deeply. Ask Him to open your heart to His Word and guide your thoughts. This 
simple habit brings focus and invites God into your time. 
 



With a daily routine that works for you, reading the Bible can become a meaningful and consistent 
part of your life. This practice not only enriches your faith but helps you build a lasting habit. 

Tips for Staying on Track 
Here are some practical tips for staying on track as you read the Bible in one year. 

Using a Calendar or Bible App 
A calendar or Bible app can be a powerful tool for consistency. Many apps, like YouVersion, offer 
built-in reading plans that track your progress and send reminders. You can also use a physical 
calendar to check off daily readings. These tools help you stay organized and motivated, making it 
easier to keep up with your goal. 

Accountability 
Finding a reading partner or joining a group can make a huge difference. When someone is reading 
along with you, you’ll feel encouraged to stay on pace and discuss what you’re learning. A church 
group, Bible study group, or even a friend can provide accountability, support, and shared insights. 

Grace Over Guilt 
If you fall behind, it’s easy to feel discouraged. Remember, this journey is about connecting with God, 
not about perfection. Give yourself grace if you miss a day or even a week. Simply pick up where you 
left off or adjust your schedule as needed. Staying motivated is much easier when you’re focused on 
growth rather than rigid schedules. 

Regular Review and Reflection 
To keep the experience fresh and meaningful, make time for regular reflection. Take notes on key 
passages or journal about what you’ve read. Reviewing these insights weekly or monthly can remind 
you of the bigger picture and deepen your understanding. 
 
Staying on track to read the Bible in a year requires commitment but is achievable with the right tools 
and mindset. With consistency and grace, this journey can be deeply rewarding. 

Tools and Resources to Help You 
Here are some valuable tools and resources to help you read the Bible in one year. 

Bible Apps with Reading Plans 
Bible apps, like YouVersion and Bible Gateway, offer built-in reading plans to guide you through the 
entire Bible in a year. These apps send daily reminders, track your progress, and even offer audio 
options. You can choose different reading plans, such as chronological or Old/New Testament splits, 
making it easy to find one that fits your needs. 



Journals for Tracking and Reflection 
A journal can be a powerful tool for recording insights and tracking your progress. Each day, jot down 
a verse that stood out or a thought about what you read. Journaling helps you engage more deeply 
with the text and allows you to reflect on your spiritual growth over time. It also creates a record of 
your journey, giving you something to look back on. 

Audio Bibles for Flexibility 
Audio Bibles are a great way to stay on track, especially if you have a busy schedule. Listen to the 
Bible during your commute, while exercising, or as part of your morning routine. Many apps, like 
YouVersion, offer audio options, making it easier to stay consistent even on days when reading isn’t 
possible. 

Study Bibles and Commentaries 
For deeper insights, consider using a study Bible or commentary. Study Bibles include notes, 
historical context, and explanations that can make challenging passages clearer. Commentaries 
provide even more detail, helping you understand the cultural background and theological 
significance. While optional, these tools can enrich your understanding as you read the Bible and add 
depth to your study. 
 
Using these tools and resources can support your journey, making it easier and more meaningful to 
read the Bible consistently. 

Benefits of Reading the Entire Bible in a Year 
Reading the entire Bible in a year offers many benefits, giving you a fuller understanding of God’s 
story. When we read the Bible from beginning to end, we see the complete narrative of God’s work, 
promises, and plans for humanity. This broader view helps connect the dots between Old Testament 
prophecies and New Testament fulfillments, deepening our grasp of Scripture’s unity. 
 
A full Bible reading plan also strengthens our faith and understanding. Through its stories, teachings, 
and wisdom, the Bible reveals God’s character and His guidance for our lives. Each passage, 
chapter, and book adds to our knowledge and shapes our perspective on life, faith, and eternity. 
 
Personal spiritual benefits are another powerful reason to read the Bible in a year. Daily reading 
brings comfort, encouragement, and direction, helping us grow in relationship with God. Many people 
find that the Bible speaks to their needs, fears, and hopes, providing reassurance and guidance in all 
seasons. 
 
Finally, reading the entire Bible helps build lasting study habits. By committing to daily reading, you 
develop a consistent approach to Scripture that can continue for years. This habit keeps you 
connected to God’s Word and encourages ongoing spiritual growth long after you’ve completed your 
year of reading. 



Encouragement for Your Journey 
As you set out to read the Bible in a year, remember that this journey is about connection, not 
perfection. Each day brings you closer to God’s heart and deeper into His story. Even if you miss a 
day or two, don’t be discouraged; simply keep moving forward. Committing to a year-long Bible 
journey brings lasting benefits that go beyond just finishing. You’ll gain wisdom, encouragement, and 
a stronger faith that stays with you for life. Let each reading draw you closer to God and inspire you to 
continue exploring His Word. This journey is one of growth, grace, and discovery—one that God 
walks alongside you every step of the way. Keep your focus on the relationship you’re building with 
Him, and let that motivate you to stay the course. You’re on a meaningful path, and each page brings 
you closer to knowing God’s love and truth. 

Frequently Asked Questions (FAQ) About Read the Bible 
1. What’s the best Bible translation for reading in a year? Choose a translation that balances 
readability and accuracy, like the NIV or NLT. A translation that’s clear and easy to understand will 
help you stay consistent without getting bogged down by difficult language. 
 
2. What should I do if I fall behind in my reading plan? Don’t worry! If you miss a day or two, 
simply pick up where you left off or adjust your schedule. Focus on consistency over perfection, and 
remember that each day of reading is meaningful. 
 
3. How much time should I set aside each day to read the Bible? Most one-year plans take about 
15–20 minutes per day. Find a time of day that works best for you, whether that’s morning, lunch, or 
evening, to keep your routine steady. 
 
4. Is it better to read the Bible alone or with a group? Both approaches can be beneficial. Reading 
alone allows for personal reflection, while joining a group or having a reading partner provides 
accountability and shared insights. Choose what keeps you motivated and engaged. 
 
5. What if I don’t understand everything I read? It’s okay if some parts are challenging. Use study 
Bibles, commentaries, or Bible apps for explanations, and remember that understanding grows with 
time and experience. Keep going, and focus on learning more each day. 
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