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It is the policy of the Commission on Higher Education (CHED) to internationalize 

higher education in the country in order to facilitate the development of human resource 

base that will be responsive to the demands of the 21st century. As a Level IV state 

university, the University of Southern Mindanao is Mandated to pursue linkages not only 

in the local, regional and national levels but also in the international level in its mission 

to produce graduates that are internationally competitive to respond to the demands of 

the 21st century. As such, international linkage of the university with other academic 

institutions and organizations encompasses the fields of research, academic exchange 

(students and faculty), twinning program/sandwich programs, joint sponsorship of 

seminars/conferences and the like. 

The following are the international linkages of the University of Southern 
Mindanao with other institutions/organizations: 



 

4.1 International Linkages of the University of Southern Mindanao 
 

Table 1. International Linkages of the University of Southern Mindanao. 

World Coffee Research 
(California, USA) 

Enhancing Productivity of Robusta Coffee through 
Organic-Based Fertilization for Increased Profitability  

Chen Pokphand Foods 
(Thailand) 

OJT/Apprenticeship Program in the fields of 
agriculture, veterinary medicine, home ecology and 
food sciences, business development economics and 
management  

Bixter (Denmark) Traineeship Program in the field of agriculture 

Global Green Growth 
Institute (Korea 
International Cooperation 
Agency) 

Developing Land Management Options for Diverse 
Cacao-based System in Mindanao 

Maejo University (Thailand) Research collaboration, academic exchange (students 
and faculty), twinning program/sandwich programs, 
joint sponsorship of seminars/conferences 

Chulalongkorn University 
(Thailand) 

Research collaboration, academic exchange (students 
and faculty), twinning program/sandwich programs, 
joint sponsorship of seminars/conferences especially 
in the field of Halal Science 

Daegu Health College 
(South Korea) 

Information exchange in the field of bio-health, 
research collaboration, academic exchange (students 
and faculty) 

Faculty of Agriculture Khon 
Kaen University (Thailand) 

Research collaboration, academic exchange (students 
and faculty), joint publication, joint sponsorship of 
seminars/conferences/trainings 

Universitas Gadja Mada Research collaboration, academic exchange (students 
and faculty), joint publication, joint sponsorship of 
seminars/conferences/trainings 

Adjeenkya D Y Patil 
University, Pune, India  

Research collaboration, academic exchange (students 
and faculty), joint publication, joint sponsorship of 
seminars/conferences/trainings, credit transfer, etc 



Universitas Muhammadiyah 
Siddoarjo (Indonesia) 

Research collaboration, academic exchange (students 
and faculty), joint publication, joint sponsorship of 
seminars/conferences/trainings 

Sultan Shyarif Kasim State 
Islamic University of Riau 
(Indonesia) 

Research collaboration, academic exchange (students 
and faculty), joint publication, joint sponsorship of 
seminars/conferences/trainings 

 

Membership of the University of Southern Mindanao to Different Consortia 

 

Table 2. Membership of the University of Southern Mindanao to different consortia 

 

SOCCSKSARGEN 
Agriculture, Aquatic and 
Natural Resources 
Research and 
Development Consortium 
(SOXAARRDEC)  

 

Based at the University of Southern Mindanao (USM), 
SOXAARRDEC is an organization composed of 20 
member agencies in the SOCCSKSARGEN Region 
promoting research and development in agriculture, 
aquatic and natural resources. 

It envisions responsive, culturally sensitive, and 
sustainable Research, Development, Extension 
innovations in the region with the mission of engaging 
minds to effect positive change in the lives of people in 
the Agriculture, Aquatic and Natural Resources 
(AANR) sector through Research & Development, 
Technology Transfer, Science Communication and ICT 
initiatives in     the SOCCSKSARGEN Region. 

It has nine priority commodities where the Consortium 
Member Institutions (CMI) are working, namely: rice, 
corn, cacao, banana, coffee, rubber, ruminants and 
poultry, tilapia and tuna. 

Faculty members of the PhD program are active in 
research and development involving their graduate 
students with their short-term researches.   

 

SOCCSKSARGEN (SOX) 
Industry, Energy, 
Emerging Technology 
Research and 

The Consortium shall create a mechanism for proper 
coordination, programming, development, and 
utilization of resources for related R&D works; foster 
inter-agency collaboration and participation between 
and among the academe, local / national government 
agencies, and private sector / industry; promote 



Development Consortium 
(SOXIEERDC) 

adoption and utilization of R&D output; formulate an 
R&D Agenda for sectors that will be identified by the 
Consortium; and generate funding to conduct R&D 
activities. 

Region 12 State 
Universities and Colleges 

Capacity building, Collaboration on research, 
development and extension, Addressing regional 
sustainable development goals (SDGs), enhancement 
of niches of each SUC to address  needs and gaps 

 

MINSUPALA – IRDC 
(Mindanao, Sulu, 
Palawan-Innovative 
Research and 
Development Consortium) 

The University of Southern Mindanao joins a 
consortium of agencies formed to coordinate regional 
innovative research and development priorities 
anchored on the Philippine Development Plan 
2023-2028. The newly created consortium, named 
MINSUPALA – IRDC (Innovative Research and 
Development Consortium), consists of state 
universities and colleges (SUCs) from Mindanao, Sulu, 
and Palawan. It was formalized through the signing of 
a Memorandum of Understanding held at the 
Department of Budget and Management (DBM) 
Regional Office, Koronadal City on July 20, 2023. 

The consortium aims to promote innovative research 
and development for sustainable and inclusive 
development of communities in the MINSUPALA 
region, provide an avenue for joint planning, 
monitoring, evaluation, and sharing of R&D resources 
through collaborative interventions among its 
members, collaborate with the national and regional 
Government through DBM XII and consortium member 
SUCs in maximizing the utilization of research results 
to support regional development, and source other 
funds for the use in the implementation of R&D.  

Through the consortium, member institutions will be 
provided opportunities to enhance their research and 
extension capabilities, participate in the consortium’s 
key activities, access technical support and 
endorsement to develop and package R&D proposals 
for possible funding from DBM through DBM Region 
XII, and utilize recommended relevant R&D 
management tools. 



The IRDC will be hosted by DBM Region XII being the 
proponent of the organic program proposal submitted 
to the DBM National Office. Joining USM in the new 
consortium are Sultan Kudarat State University, 
Mindanao State University Maguindanao, Mindanao 
State University General Santos City, Cotabato State 
University, Adiong Memorial Polytechnic State College, 
South Cotabato State College, and Cotabato 
Foundation College of Science and Technology. 

The MOU signing was attended by SUC Presidents, 
DBM Secretary Amenah F. Pangandaman, and DBM 
Regional Director Akmad J. Usman. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Table 3. Membership of the University of Southern Mindanao to different consortia and                  
the nature of linkages and benefits 

Name of 
Consortium 

Parties Involved Nature of 
Linkage 

Funds Benefits 



SOCCSKSARGEN 
Agriculture, 
Aquatic and 
Natural Resources 
Research and 
Development 
Consortium 
(SOXAARRDEC) 

With 20 
Consortium 
Member 
Institutions (CMIs) 
namely: USM, 
SKSU, CFCST, 
CotSU, SCSC, 
MIST, SEAIT, 
VMC MC, Inc, DA 
RFO 12, 
DA-PRRI, DA-ATI, 
DA-PhilRice-MES, 
NEDA, 
DOST-PCAARRD, 
DOST XII, 

Research & 
Developme
nt, Science 
Communica
tion, Tech 

Each CMI 
contributes Php 
65,000 with 
USM (base 
agency) 
contributing Php 
320,000, SKSU 
contributing 
Php160,000 and 
DOST-PCAARRD 
with funding of 5 
million for  3 
years. 

Capacity Building, 
Collaboration on 
Technology Transfer, 
ResearchPartnerships, 
Policy crafting, IEC 
Materials Production, 
sharing of resources 

  

SOCCSKSARGEN 
Agriculture, 
Aquatic and 
Natural Resources 
Research and 
Development 
Consortium 
(SOXIERRDEC) 

      Capacity Building, 
Collaboration on 
Technology Transfer, 
Research 
Partnerships, Policy 
crafting, IEC Materials 
Production, sharing of 
resources, sharing of 
expertise, sharing of 
resources persons    

Region 12 Future’s  
Thinking 
Consortium 

      Capacity Building, 
Research Partner- 
ships, Policy crafting, 
IEC Materials 
Production, sharing of 
resources, sharing of 
expertise, sharing of 
experts as resources 
persons    

  



MINSUPALA-IRD 
Consortium 

    P5M for each 
SUC member 

Through the 
consortium, member 
institutions will be 
provided opportunities 
to enhance their 
research and 
extension capabilities, 
participate in the 
consortium’s key 
activities, access 
technical support and 
endorsement to 
develop and package 
R&D proposals for 
possible funding from 
DBM through DBM 
Region XII, and utilize 
recommended relevant 
R&D management 
tools. 

  
 

 

4.1.2 USM Budget for the International Linkage  

 

​ In terms of budget allocation, the University provides funds for specific 
networking activity upon the request of the faculty and subject to the approval of the 
President.   

 

4.2 International Linkages of PhD Agricultural Sciences Major in 
Animal Science 

 

The core faculty of the PhD in Agricultural Science Major in Animal were able to 
engage in the different international organizations and agencies in different countries 
such as Maejo University, Thailand; Universitas Gadja Mada, Indonesia; Korea 
International Cooperation Agency (KOICA); Food and Agriculture Organization of 
the United Nations (UN FAO); United States Development Agency (USDA) and; 
International Committee of the Red Cross (ICRC), Switzerland (Table 4). 



Table 4. List of Core Faculty of the PhD Agricultural Science Major in Animal Science  
Program 

Faculty Program/Project/Organizations 

1. JOSEPHINE R. 
MIGALBIN, PhD 

Knowledge Exchange (Academic) and Research collaborations 
of graduate students and faculty at Maejo University, Thailand 

Knowledge Exchange (Academic) and Research collaborations 
of graduate students and faculty at Universitas Gadja Mada, 
Indonesia 

Silage Production Technology (Lactic Acid Bacteria Production)- 
Korea International Cooperation Agency (KOICA) in cooperation 
with Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations 
(FAO-UN) 

2. MARY JOY S. 
CAŇOLAS, PhD 

Knowledge Exchange (Academic) and Research collaborations 
of graduate students and faculty at Maejo University, Thailand   

3. JURHAMID C. 
IMLAN, PhD 

Development of the Second Phase of a Seed Multiplication Pilot 
Project-International Committee of the Red Cross (ICRC), 
Switzerland 

  

 

4.2.1 Accomplishment Reports of the Engagement of USM and other 
Universities in the PhD in Agricultural Science Major in Animal 
Science Program 
 
 
4.2.1.1 International Linkage Established with Maejo University 

         ​ The University of Southern Mindanao (USM), through its PhD in Agricultural 
Science major in Animal Science program, has established an international academic 
and research linkage with the Maejo University of Thailand under a partnership for 
collaborative research and academic exchange in the field of livestock and poultry 



production and sustainable pasture management. This linkage was formalized through 
a Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) signed in 2022 (Figure 1). 

 

Figure 1. Screenshot of the Memorandum of Understanding of the University of              ​ 
Southern Mindanao and Maejo University, Thailand. 

 



     
Figure 2. Accomplishment Report of the Engagement of USM and Maejo University, 
Thailand 

 

 

 

 



1.​ Faculty and Student Participation 

Several faculty members and graduate students are actively engaged in this 
partnership. Details are summarized below: 

Table 1. Faculty and Students of USM under the engagement 

Name (Faculty) Role/Position Particular Activity 

Dr. Josephine R. 
Migalbin 

Faculty, Coordinator Collaboration on large 
and small ruminant 
production 

Dr. Mary Joy Caňolas Faculty Collaboration on livestock 
and poultry breeding 

Name (Students)     

Mr. Rayan Ysulat PhD student Forage Production 

Mr. Alimudin Belon PhD student Ruminant Production 

Mr. Ar-jay Valenzuela MS Student Poultry Production 

 
 
 
2.​ Nature of Activities and Coverage Period 

The partnership activities spanned from January 2024 to present and included the 
following: 

·         Online seminar on livestock production and biotechnology 

·         Research Engagement 

·         Short-term laboratory engagements 

  



  

3.​ Benefits and Outcomes 

The collaboration generated significant benefits to the faculty, students, and the 
program: 

Stakeholder Benefits 

Faculty Enhanced research capacity, 
co-publication opportunities 

Students Exposure to international research, 
advanced methodologies 

Program Strengthened global visibility, improved 
curriculum alignment 

 
 
 

4.​ Future Directions and Sustainability of the Linkage 

Moving forward, the University of Southern Mindanao seeks to sustain and expand its 
international linkage with Maejo University. 

Plans include: 

·         Development of joint doctoral dissertation supervision and co-advising schemes. 

·         Establishment of long-term collaborative research projects on climate-smart 
livestock systems. 

·         Institutionalization of annual exchange programs for both faculty and graduate 
students. 

·         Exploration of joint funding opportunities from international agencies and research 
consortia. 

·         Integration of lessons learned from the partnership into local curriculum 
development and policy advocacy. 



These forward-looking strategies will not only ensure the sustainability of the current 
partnership but also enhance the program’s global competitiveness, ultimately 
contributing to national and international goals in agricultural development and food 
security. 

5.​ Documentation 

  

  

                 ​  

 

 



 



4.3.2.1.2 International linkage established with Universitas Gadjah Mada of 
Indonesia 

The University of Southern Mindanao (USM), through its PhD in Agricultural 
Science major in Animal Science program, has established an international academic 
and research linkage with the Universitas Gadjah Mada of Indonesia under a 
partnership for collaborative research and academic exchange in the field of livestock 
and poultry production and sustainable pasture management. This linkage was 
formalized through a Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) signed in 2022 (Figure 3). 

 

 

Accomplishment Report of the Engagement of USM and Universitas Gadja Mada, 
Indonesia 

 

                                                                                                                                            

​
 

UNIVERSITY OF SOUTHERN MINDANAO 

College of Agriculture​
 PhD in Agricultural Science (Animal Science) 

 

ACCOMPLISHMENT REPORT​
 ON INTERNATIONAL LINKAGE 

University of Southern Mindanao, Philippines 

and 

Universitas Gadjah Mada, Indonesia 

  



​
 Prepared by: 

Josephine R. Migalbin, PhD​
 Prof VI 

Program Head, PhD in Agriculture Science (Animal Science) 

 2025 

         ​  

Fig. 1. Screenshot of the Memorandum of Understanding between the University of  
Southern Mindanao and Universitas Gadja Mada, Indonesia. 

  

  

  

Figure 3. Initial Engagement of Faculty and Student Participation 



         ​ Initially, a faculty member and graduate student were engaged in this partnership 
(Table 1). 

Table 1. Faculty and Student of USM under the engagement 

Name (Faculty) Role/Position Particular Activity 

Dr. Josephine R. 
Migalbin 

Faculty, Coordinator Collaboration on large 
and small ruminant 

production 

Name (Student)     

Mrs. Precious Amor 
Beso-Ferrer 

PhD student Knowledge Exchange  

 
 
3. Nature of Activities and Coverage Period  

The partnership activities spanned from July 9-15, 2023 on the following: 

·        1. Training 

·        2.  Knowledge Exchange  

 

4. Benefits and Outcomes 

The collaboration generated significant benefits to the faculty, student, and the program: 

Stakeholder Benefits 

Faculty Enhanced capacity, co-publication opportunities 

Student Exposure to advanced methodologies 

Program Strengthened global visibility, improved curriculum 
alignment 



 5. Future Directions and Sustainability of the Linkage 

Moving forward, the University of Southern Mindanao seeks to sustain and 
expand its international linkage with the Universitas Gadja Mada. 

Plans include: 

·         Development of joint doctoral dissertation supervision and co-advising schemes. 

·         Establishment of long-term collaborative research projects on climate-smart 
livestock systems. 

·         Institutionalization of annual exchange programs for both faculty and graduate 
students. 

·         Exploration of joint funding opportunities from international agencies and research 
consortia. 

·         Integration of lessons learned from the partnership into local curriculum 
development and policy advocacy. 

These forward-looking strategies will not only ensure the sustainability of the current 
partnership but also enhance the program’s global competitiveness, ultimately 
contributing to national and international goals in agricultural development and food 
security. 

  



  

Figure 4. Screenshot of the re-entry plan of Ms. Precious Amor Beso-Ferrer. 
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Fig. 4. Screenshot of the Training Completion Report as part of the re-entry plan of Ms. 
Precious Amor Beso-Ferrer. 
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4.3. International Linkages of PhD Agricultural Sciences Major in Crop 
Science 
 

The core faculties of the PhD in Agricultural Science Major in Crop Science were 
able to engaged in the different international organizations and agencies in different 
countries such as New Zealand Institute for Plant and Food Research (PFR), New 
Zealand; Global Green Growth Institute-BIMP-EAGA-Republic of Korea Cooperation 
Fund (GGGI-BKCF), Brunei, Indonesia, Malaysia, Philippines (BIMP-EAGA) and 
South Korea; Center for ASIAN Mission for the Poor-Asia (CAMP ASIA), Seoul, South 
Korea; Korea International Cooperation Agency (KOICA), South Korea; Food and 
Agriculture Organization of the United Nations (UN FAO); Department for Industry, 
Ministry of Investments, Trade and Industry, Kenya; United Nations Industrial 
Development Organization (UNIDO); International Committee of the Red Cross (ICRC), 
Switzerland; and  Australian Centre for International Agricultural Research (ACIAR), 
Australia (Table 4). 

As the international collaborations and engagement of the University widens, 
visibility, research, development, extension and student support expands. International 
linkage extends the University’s visibility and global impact through published news and 
articles in the BIMP-EAGA website (Nature-Based Solutions Help Cacao Farmers in 
Mindanao Increase Yields and Income | BIMP-EAGA), provision of equipment in the 
laboratory for research and development and access of stakeholders and students 
(https://www.google.com/url?sa=t&source=web&rct=j&opi=89978449&url=https://www.u
sm.edu.ph/usm-receives-corn-seed-lab-equipment-from-icrc/&ved=2ahUKEwjCo5Hv0a
2PAxV6jK8BHcbuKfQQFnoECB4QAQ&usg=AOvVaw3_kYsLTcNAugPDyf4FDgWW). 
The forged partnerships with international organization 
(https://www.usm.edu.ph/usm-and-korean-based-ngo-sign-mou-to-support-durian-indust
ry/) has opened the opportunity for support with the International Academic Institution 
such as Hanyang University of South Korea (𝗛𝗮𝗻𝘆𝗮𝗻𝗴 𝗨𝗻𝗶𝘃𝗲𝗿𝘀𝗶𝘁𝘆 𝗗𝗲𝗹𝗲𝗴𝗮𝘁𝗶𝗼𝗻 𝗘𝘅𝗽𝗹𝗼𝗿𝗲𝘀 
𝗖𝗼𝗹𝗹𝗮𝗯𝗼𝗿𝗮𝘁𝗶𝘃𝗲 𝗢𝗽𝗽𝗼𝗿𝘁𝘂𝗻𝗶𝘁𝗶𝗲𝘀 𝘄𝗶𝘁𝗵 𝗨𝗦𝗠). The USM through its capacity, was able to 
establish strong international relations that may contribute to boost the agriculture 
industry (USM, MinDA, and UNIDO Partner to Boost Mindanao’s Fruit and Vegetable 
Industry) and enable to provide linkage opportunities to its PhD students that are 
engaged in the Agricultural sector. It also capacitate streamline science-based research 
through workshops and capacity building supported by international agencies (USM 
Attends Workshop for ACIAR-PCAARRD Funded Projects). 

 

 

https://bimp-eaga.asia/article/nature-based-solutions-help-cacao-farmers-mindanao-increase-yields-and-income
https://bimp-eaga.asia/article/nature-based-solutions-help-cacao-farmers-mindanao-increase-yields-and-income
https://www.usm.edu.ph/usm-receives-corn-seed-lab-equipment-from-icrc/
https://www.usm.edu.ph/usm-receives-corn-seed-lab-equipment-from-icrc/
https://www.usm.edu.ph/usm-receives-corn-seed-lab-equipment-from-icrc/
https://www.usm.edu.ph/usm-and-korean-based-ngo-sign-mou-to-support-durian-industry/
https://www.usm.edu.ph/usm-and-korean-based-ngo-sign-mou-to-support-durian-industry/
https://www.usm.edu.ph/%F0%9D%97%9B%F0%9D%97%AE%F0%9D%97%BB%F0%9D%98%86%F0%9D%97%AE%F0%9D%97%BB%F0%9D%97%B4-%F0%9D%97%A8%F0%9D%97%BB%F0%9D%97%B6%F0%9D%98%83%F0%9D%97%B2%F0%9D%97%BF%F0%9D%98%80%F0%9D%97%B6%F0%9D%98%81/
https://www.usm.edu.ph/%F0%9D%97%9B%F0%9D%97%AE%F0%9D%97%BB%F0%9D%98%86%F0%9D%97%AE%F0%9D%97%BB%F0%9D%97%B4-%F0%9D%97%A8%F0%9D%97%BB%F0%9D%97%B6%F0%9D%98%83%F0%9D%97%B2%F0%9D%97%BF%F0%9D%98%80%F0%9D%97%B6%F0%9D%98%81/
https://www.usm.edu.ph/usm-minda-and-unido-partner-to-boost-mindanaos-fruit-and-vegetable-industry/
https://www.usm.edu.ph/usm-minda-and-unido-partner-to-boost-mindanaos-fruit-and-vegetable-industry/
https://www.usm.edu.ph/usm-attends-workshop-on-aciar-pcaarrd-funded-projects/
https://www.usm.edu.ph/usm-attends-workshop-on-aciar-pcaarrd-funded-projects/


4.3.1. Accomplishment Highlights of the International Linkages of the 
PhD Agricultural Science Major in Crop Science 
 

1.​ Faculty and Student Engagement with International Agencies and 
Organization 
 

PhD Agricultural Science core faculties were engaged with international Agencies. 
Mel Chrisel A. Sales, PhD is a technical expert of Development of Export Quality 
Assurance programme on Mango under New Zealand Institute for Plant and Food 
Research (PFR), New Zealand (Annex 1). She is also handling the project of a 
BIMP-EAGA and South Korean Agency, “Developing Land Management Options for 
Diverse Cacao-based System in Mindanao” of the Global Green Growth 
Institute-BIMP-EAGA-Republic of Korea Cooperation Fund (GGGI-BKCF), Seoul, 
South (Annex 2). The USM is in partnership with an International Non-Government 
organization through the Project “Sustainable Agricultural Environment Through the 
Organization of Durian Producers in MIndanao, Philippines” of Center for ASIAN 
Mission for the POOR ASIA (CAMP ASIA) funded by Korea International 
Cooperation Agency (KOICA) (Annex 3), South Korea. Dr. Monaira Sumael together 
with Dr. Mel Chrisel A. Sales coordinated with the United Nations Industrial 
Development Organization for the Visit of Kenya Delegates, Food and Agriculture 
Organization of the United Nations -Kenya and the Department for Industry, Ministry of 
Investments, Trade and Industry-Kenya, United Nations Industrial Development 
Organization. Presentations were done by Dr. Harem R. Roca, and Khris Jhun Callano 
(Annex 5). Crop Science graduate students were engaged with the said visit to include 
Lea Patrimonio Mamades, Harvy Gusinalem and Jun Fred Escoton, taking MS in 
Agricultural Science major in Crop Science (Figure 12). Dr. Efren E. Magulama is doing 
an engagement with International Committee of the Red Cross (ICRC), Switzerland 
as Project Technician and Dr. Ardniel A. Baladjay is working on the project 
“Developing soil knowledge, information and capacity to improve the productivity and 
sustainability of key cropping systems in Philippines” with PCAARRD in partnership with 
Australian Centre for International Agricultural Research (ACIAR).  
 
 
 

2.​ Project Grants, as an Output of the International Linkages 
 
​ PhD Agricultural Science core faculties engaged with International Agencies, 
were granted with a total of P 16, 541, 776.90. Dr. Mel Chrisel A. Sales, PhD on her 
implemented project of a BIMP-EAGA and South Korean Agency, “Developing Land 



Management Options for Diverse Cacao-based System in Mindanao” of the Global 
Green Growth Institute-BIMP-EAGA-Republic of Korea Cooperation Fund 
(GGGI-BKCF), Seoul, South Korea was granted $136,310.24 or P7,160, 376.90 (Table 
4 and Annex 2). The project implemented by Dr. Efren E. Magulama was provided with 
P 334,350.00 by the International Committee of the Red Cross (ICRC), Switzerland 
and the project  “Developing soil knowledge, information and capacity to improve the 
productivity and sustainability of key cropping systems in the Philippines” wherein Dr. 
Ardniel A. Baladjay  with PCAARRD in partnership with Australian Centre for 
International Agricultural Research (ACIAR) was granted P 9,047,180.00. These 
international collaborations were part of the faculty's deliverables and initiative, and the 
projects were proposal driven, hence the core faculty with its ability and skills managed 
to acquire.  
​ The budget for visits of international delegates and collaboration such as 
Hanyang University and Kenya, UNIDO, FAO is the counterpart of our partner CAMP 
Asia International/KOICA and MinDA and USM-GGGI-BKCF Project.  
 
 
 
Table 4. List of Core Faculties and Student engagement of the PhD Agricultural Science 
Major in Crop Science  Programme 

Faculty Program/Project/Organizatio
ns 

Budget Granted 
by the 
International 
Partner 

Budget 
USM 
Counterpa
rt 

1. MEL 
CHRISEL A. 
SALES, PhD 
 
November 1, 
2023-October 
31, 2024 
 
 

Development of Export Quality 
Assurance programme on 
Mango for the Benefit of Mango 
Farmer’s in Midsayap and 
Stakeholders of the entire 
mango industry in Mindanao 
-New Zealand Institute for 
Plant and Food Research 
(PFR), New Zealand 
Technical Expert 
(ANNEX 1) 

USM as an expert 
provider, no 
monetary 
resources shared 
to USM 

None 

November 
2023-November 
2025 

Developing Land Management 
Options for Diverse 
Cacao-based System in 
Mindanao. 
-Global Green Growth 
Institute-BIMP-EAGA-Republi
c of Korea Cooperation Fund 
(GGGI-BKCF), Seoul, South  

$ 136,310.24 or P 
7,160,376.90 

None 



Project Leader 
(ANNEX 2) 

March 
2023-March 
2026 

Sustainable Agricultural 
Environment Through the 
Organization of Durian 
Producers in MIndanao, 
Philippines 
Center for ASIAN Mission for 
the POOR ASIA (CAMP ASIA) 
and Korea International 
Cooperation Agency 
(KOICA), South Korea  
Project Technical Expert 
(ANNEX 3) 

USM as an expert 
provider, no 
monetary 
resources shared 
to USM 

None 

2. MEL 
CHRISEL A. 
SALES 
(Coordinator/Pr
esentor) 

Visit of Kenya Delegates  
Food and Agriculture 
Organization of the United 
Nations -Kenya 
Department for Industry, 
Ministry of Investments, Trade 
and Industry-Kenya 
United Nations Industrial 
Development Organization 
Kenya 
(ANNEX 5) 

On-going 
collaboration and 
concept making, 
expenses of Visit 
is charged to 
UNIDO 

None 

3. MONAIRA I. 
SUMAEL 
(Assistant 
Coordinator) 

Visit of Kenya Delegates  
Food and Agriculture 
Organization of the United 
Nations -Kenya 
Department for Industry, 
Ministry of Investments, Trade 
and Industry-Kenya 
United Nations Industrial 
Development Organization 
Kenya 
(ANNEX 5) 

  

4. HAREM R. 
ROCA 
(Presentor) 

Visit of Kenya Delegates  
Food and Agriculture 
Organization of the United 
Nations -Kenya 
Department for Industry, 
Ministry of Investments, Trade 
and Industry-Kenya 
United Nations Industrial 
Development Organization 
Kenya 

  



(ANNEX 5) 
5. KHRIS JUNE 
CALLANO 
(Tissue Culture 
Laboratory 
Tour In-Charge) 

Visit of Kenya Delegates  
Food and Agriculture 
Organization of the United 
Nations -Kenya 
Department for Industry, 
Ministry of Investments, Trade 
and Industry-Kenya 
United Nations Industrial 
Development Organization 
Kenya 
(ANNEX 5) 

  

6. EFREN E. 
MAGULAMA  
(Project 
Technician) 

Development of the Second 
Phase of a Seed Multiplication 
Pilot Project 
International Committee of 
the Red Cross (ICRC) 
Switzerland 
(ANNEX 4) 

P 334,250.00 None 

7. ARDNIEL A. 
BALADJAY 
 
September 
2020 - June 
2024 

Developing Soil Knowledge, 
information and capacity to 
improve the 
productivity and sustainability of 
key cropping systems in 
Philippines 
Australian Centre for 
International Agricultural 
Research (ACIAR) 
Australia 
(Annex 6) 

P 9,047,180.00 15% of the 
total 
allocation 

MS Students engaged in the International 
Organization 

  

LEA 
PATRIMONIO 
MAMADES 

Visit of Kenya Delegates  
Food and Agriculture 
Organization of the United 
Nations -Kenya 
Department for Industry, 
Ministry of Investments, Trade 
and Industry-Kenya 
United Nations Industrial 
Development Organization 
Kenya 
(ANNEX 5) 
 

  

HARVY 
GUSINALEM  
JUN FRED 
ESCOTON 

OTHER LINKAGES (NATIONAL LEVEL)   
8. LORELYN Development of Appropriate P 5,000,000.00  



JOY 
MILAGROSA 
TURNOS 

Treatments to Coconut 
Inflorescences to improve 
Hybridizations Operations 
Department of Science and 
Technology – Philippine 
Council for Agriculture, 
Aquatic and Natural 
Resources Research and 
Development. 
(Annex 7) 

9. MARK 
AL-JAMIE 
JUDAN 
MUTULLANI 

Influence of Plant Growth 
Regulators to Improve Hybrid 
Nut Production in Dwarf 
Coconut 
Department of Science and 
Technology – Philippine 
Council for Agriculture, 
Aquatic and Natural 
Resources Research and 
Development. 
(Annex 8) 

P 5,000,000.00  

Total Budget 
Granted from 
International 
Linkages  

 P 16, 541,806.90  

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



3.​ International Engagement Highlights 

 

1. Development of Export Quality Assurance programme on Mango for the Benefit of 
Mango Farmer’s in Midsayap and Stakeholders of the entire mango industry in 
Mindanao 
-New Zealand Institute for Plant and Food Research (PFR), New Zealand 
​
 

 

                       Figure 1. Project Planning with PFR. 

 

 

                        Figure 2. Meeting with PFR and Mango Farmer’s stakeholders. 



 

 

 

 

                         Figure 3. Site visit and Benchmarking in Mango’s Farm in Midsayap. 

2. Developing Land Management Options for Diverse Cacao-based System in 
Mindanao. -Global Green Growth Institute-BIMP-EAGA-Republic of Korea 
Cooperation Fund (GGGI-BKCF), Seoul, South Korea 

Project Leader 
 

 

Figure 4. Monitoring and Evaluation of the project of GGGI-BKCF personnel. 



 

 

           Figure 5. The project organized an event, the Mindanao Farmers’ Summit. 

 

 

                Figure 6. Site visit of Funding Agency at the Soil Science Laboratory. 

 

 



3. Sustainable Agricultural Environment Through the Organization of Durian Producers 
in MIndanao, Philippines 
Center for ASIAN Mission for the POOR ASIA (CAMP ASIA), Seoul, South Korea 
Project Technical Expert 
 

 

                       Figure 7. Project Launching with Funding Agency personnel. 

 

 

      Figure 8. Planning and Evaluation of the Project’s Objective with CAMP ASIA  

                      personnel. 

 



 

                  Figure 9. Meeting and Planning with the Funding Agency Head. 

 

4. Visit of Kenya Delegates-  FAO-Kenya, Department for Industry, Ministry of 
Investments, Trade and Industry-Kenya, United Nations Industrial Development 
Organization, Kenya. 

 

 

         Figure 10. Presentation of Project Accomplishments to Kenya Delegates. 

 



 

Figure 11. Presentation and open Forum of Presenters and Kenya Delegates. 

 

 

Figure 12. Photo opportunity of USM presenter and Personnel to UNIDO,MiNDA and 
Kenya    delegates together with the Crop Science core faculty and Students 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

Figure 13. Appreciation and Giving of Token to Kenya Delegates. 

 



 

Figure 14. Courtesy visit of Kenya Delegates in the Office of the President of USM. 

 

 

Figure 15. Site visit in Banana tissue culture laboratory. 

 

 



5. Development of the Second Phase of a Seed Multiplication Pilot Project, 
International Committee of the Red Cross (ICRC), Switzerland. 

 

Figure 16. Donation of Corn Seed Lab Equipment From ICRC. 

 

 

Figure 17. Approbation of Donation of Lab Equipment for USM from ICRC. 



6. Developing soil knowledge, information and capacity to improve the productivity and 
sustainability of key cropping systems in Philippines, Australian Centre for 
International Agricultural Research, Australia. 

 

 

Figure 18. Project Personnel Workshop for ACIAR-PCAARD. 
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4.4. International Linkages of the PhD Agricultural Sciences Major in 
Crop Protection 
1. International Linkage Established 

         ​ The University of Southern Mindanao (USM), through its PhD in Agricultural 
Science major in Crop Protection program, has established an international research 
linkage with the World Coffee Research, TROPIC BIOSCIENCES UK LTD, and 
Islamic Relief. In addition, academic, educational and scientific international linkage 
was also established with National Museum of Natural History, Paris, France. 

Table 4a. List of Core Faculty of PhD Agricultural Sciences Major in Crop Protection and 
their respective international linkages. 

Faculty International 
Linkage/s 

Nature of 
Involvement 

Duration 

1.      Crispolon, 
Elorde Jr. S. 

National Museum 
of Natural History, 
Paris, France 

Study Leader April 2024 to April 
2029 

 

2.      Solpot, Tamie 
C. 

  

  

Islamic Relief 
Philippines 

Study Leader September 2020 
to August 2021 

World Coffee 
Research 

Project Leader May 2022 to July 
2023 

TROPIC 
BIOSCIENCES UK 
LTD 

Consultant July 2023 to 
present 

 



 

Screenshot of the Memorandum of Understanding between the University of  Southern 
Mindanao and National Museum of Natural History, Paris, France. 



 

Screenshot of the Memorandum of Understanding between the University of  Southern 
Mindanao and Islamic Relief Philippines. 



 

Screenshot of the Consultancy Agreement between Dr. Tamie Solpot and Tropic 
Biosciences UK LTD. 

  

 

  



 

Screenshot of the Research Agreement between Dr. Tamie Solpot and World Coffee 
Research. 

 



 

  

Photos taken during the Biodiversity Inventory and Assessment of Mount Tapulao, 
Luzon, Philippines.  

(Excerpt from the Accomplishment Report of Dr. Crispolon’s International Linkage with 
National Museum of Natural History, Paris, France) 



 

 

Dr. Tamie C. Solpot, the Project Leader, during the presentation of progress and 
project’s accomplishments during the Philippine Coffee Expo. 

 

(Excerpt from the Accomplishment Report of Dr.Tamie Solpot’s International Linkage 
with World Coffee Research) 



 

  

Courtesy call and coordination meeting of USM experts with the Barangays officials and 
other stakeholders in Brgy. Elian and Madia, Datu Saudi Ampatuan, Maguindanao held 
in Cotabato City 

 

(Excerpt from the Accomplishment Report of Dr.Tamie Solpot’s International Linkage 
with Islamic Relief Philippines) 

 
 

 

 

                 ​  
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