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Arabic Christmas Carols in New York Cify

e Dalia Ihab Younis performed at New York’s St. Patrick’s Cathedral, first time in
cathedral’s history to host a muslim Egyptian singer for such event

e Unique program including Arabic versions of christmas carols with the
accompaniment of international musician Kamel Boutros and others

e Event facilitated by the Shafik Gabr Foundation

In a unique event, St. Patrick's Cathedral in New York City hosted for the first time in its history
an Egyptian Muslim artist - Dalia Ihab Younis - for a Christmas performance on the 22nd of
December 2021 at 4 pm. The performance was part of the ‘Guest Choir Concert Series’ hosted
by the cathedral annually during the holidays featuring top-level choirs and artists from the US
and worldwide. The event was free admission and live-streamed on the cathedral’s official
website and YouTube channel. Recorded songs from the performance are now available as a
playlist on Dalia’s official Youtube channel.

Dalia presented a special program of Arabic versions of the most popular Christmas carols,
where the audience of the ancient cathedral listened to familiar classical tunes in an unfamiliar
language. This comes as part of ‘Sacred Music’, one of Dalia's artistic projects for interfaith
dialogue and bridge-building through art.

Dalia was accompanied by a group of volunteer musicians, most notably the international artist
Kamel Boutros on piano and Mohamed Neem on percussion, both of whom are New Yorkers
and of Egyptian origin. On Oud, Turkish American musician Murat Keyder also joined the
performance to further enrich the music experience with the unique quarter tone (signature of
Eastern music).

Dalia had been nominated for this performance by the Shafik Gabr Foundation, which had
previously chosen her to participate in the ‘East-West Art of Dialogue’ initiative (also known for:
The Gabr Fellowship). She became a Gabr Fellow in 2017.

Established in 2012, the initiative has been opening a mutual dialogue between East and West
to strengthen relations between Egypt and countries of the world in various political, economic,
cultural and educational fields.


http://www.daliayounis.com
https://saintpatrickscathedral.org/live
https://saintpatrickscathedral.org/live
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCqKoOWZHPDB6LCyGateHgYA
https://youtube.com/playlist?list=PL87kSlmqWEHOT1OET1Pv6BKOXZ_oToj0q
https://www.psaudio.com/copper/article/kamel-boutros/
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