
 

 
 
Date: [Date] 
To:  Whatcom County Planning and Development Services 
5280 Northwest Dr C, Bellingham, WA 98226 
Via Email: [RanchQuarryEIS@co.whatcom.wa.us ] 
 
Re: Opposition to Ranch Quarry Proposal CUP2023-00001, SEPA2023-00005 

 
What will the County do to make sure pedestrians, cyclists and drivers are not harmed by high 
volume double-rigged gravel trucks on the narrow, fragile, and no shoulder roadways of South 
Pass and Reese Hill Roads?  It is well documented that these trucks do not and probably cannot 
stay in their lanes when navigating the corners of these winding, non commercial roadways. 
There is a history of accidents causing injuries and fatalities on these two roads. Most of the 
mining will happen in the summer months when so many people are on the road, creating a real 
danger to cyclists, drivers, pedestrians and children. 
 
What would this gravel truck traffic do to the safety on the Kendall Highway? Cowden states that 
there will be 50 trucks per day, that means 4 to 6+ times an hour, 12 hours a day, 6 days a week 
for the next 50-100 years.  There are no sidewalks and there have been deaths on this stretch of 
highway. Many individuals living in the Columbia Valley urban growth area use mass transit and 
must walk this dangerous corridor. We still don’t know the exact amount of truck traffic this mine 
will add to our roads. We think that is negligence on the part of the planning department and 
Cowden.  
 
Protecting the community should be your number one priority. 

 


