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What is the Constitution? 

The United States Constitution, written in 1787, is the supreme law of the United States 

of America. Created at the Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, Constitutional Convention, the document 

defines the federal government's organizational framework and provides outlines for the 

structure of the federal government. The Constitution, which consists of seven articles and a 

preamble, outlines the duties and authority of the legislative, executive, and judicial branches of 

government. The Constitution incorporates a system of checks and balances to prevent any one 

branch from accumulating excessive power. It establishes the framework for the relationship 

between the federal government and the individual states, allocating specific powers to each. 

Additionally, the Constitution has been amended 27 times, with the first ten amendments 

collectively known as the Bill of Rights, guaranteeing individual liberties and protections. 

​ This constitution underwent several revisions during the Continental Congresses and the 

Federalist Papers in the 18th century. Recognizing the need for a more effective and centralized 

form of governance, delegates from the states convened at the Constitutional Convention in 

1787. This historic gathering, held in Philadelphia, aimed to revise the existing framework and 

address the inherent weaknesses of the Articles. John Jay, Alexander Hamilton, and James 

Madison emerged as key proponents of the Constitution, contributing significantly to its drafting 

and subsequent ratification alongside the Democratic-Republican Party. The Federalist Papers, a 

series of 85 essays penned by these statesmen between 1787 and 1788, played a pivotal role in 

garnering support for the Constitution. These persuasive writings eloquently argued in favor of a 

strong central government, separation of powers, and the need for checks and balances to ensure 

the protection of individual liberties. The Federalist Papers, collectively signed, remain an 



 

 
enduring testament to the intellectual depth and foresight of these Founding Fathers, ultimately 

shaping the foundational principles of the United States Constitution for centuries with their 

early Federalist insight. 

As the 20th century unfolds, the lasting influence of the Constitution on the American 

political landscape becomes increasingly apparent. The Constitution upholds the crucial power of 

free speech, enabling citizens to voice their opinions and instigate change. In contemporary 

times, concerns surrounding conspiracies and the resilience of grassroots voices underscore the 

continued importance of the Constitution. Free speech remains a potent tool for individuals to 

articulate their views and shape public discourse. Corruption has infiltrated various government 

sectors since the Constitution's inception, and Alexander Hamilton's principles foreshadow the 

psychological necessity of accountability and robust checks and balances in combating 

corruption across branches. Nevertheless, even centuries after its adoption, the United States 

Constitution is the cornerstone of ethical governance and freedom for the nation's diverse 

inhabitants, making it one of the most significant documents in modern American history. Its 

enduring value should persist as a guiding force for ethical conduct in the face of wrongdoing. 
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