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REL-01: Overview of Dominant Earth Religions 
 

Executive Summary 

Terrestrial civilizations have developed numerous belief systems to explain existence, morality, 
and death. Six dominant religions form the core of Earth’s spiritual infrastructure: Judaism, 
Christianity, Islam, Hinduism, Buddhism, and Sikhism. These systems differ in mythologies, 
doctrines, and geopolitical reach, yet all share a common feature: attempts to encode cosmic 
meaning through structured narratives, rituals, and hierarchical control mechanisms. 

 

Observational Analysis 

A. Structural Context 

●​ Abrahamic religions (Judaism, Christianity, Islam) emphasize monotheism, linear time, 
divine authority, and exclusive truth claims.​
 

●​ Non-Abrahamic religions (Hinduism, Buddhism, Sikhism) embrace a broader range of 
cosmologies: polytheism, pantheism, nontheism, and cyclical views of time.​
 

B. Temporal Setting 

●​ Abrahamic faiths arose within the Near East under conditions of tribal migration, imperial 
pressure, and prophetic movements.​
 

●​ Non-Abrahamic systems emerged in South Asia during periods of philosophical 
renaissance, social stratification, and political fragmentation.​
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C. Usage Over Time 

●​ Religions served to regulate behavior, justify governance, and offer metaphysical 
explanations.​
 

●​ Over centuries, they became tools for nation-building, conquest, education, and 
resistance.​
 

D. Conflicts or Alignments 

●​ Alliances: Occasionally joined forces under common political or moral banners.​
 

●​ Conflicts: Frequently clashed over land, belief, and identity, often justifying violence with 
divine narratives.​
 

 

III. Comparative Remarks 

Dimension Abrahamic Non-Abrahamic 

God Concept Singular, personal, 
judgmental 

Multiple or abstract; impersonal 

Time View Linear (creation → end) Cyclical (rebirth, dissolution) 

Afterlife Heaven/Hell, salvation-based Rebirth, liberation, or unity 

Scripture Role Supreme and fixed Diverse, layered, interpretive 

 

Projected Outcomes (if unchanged) 

If humanity continues on its current religious trajectory, division may intensify as texts and 
doctrines are politicized. However, cross-dialogue and secular philosophies offer a stabilizing 
counterforce. The potential for global unity lies not in dogma, but in shared ethics untethered 
from exclusivist claims. 
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Final Note 

Earth's religions remain powerful carriers of both wisdom and war. Though seeded with 
spiritual insight, they are often co-opted for control. Any future engagement with this species 
should take into account their deep entwinement of belief and identity, and the volatility that 
emerges when faith is threatened — or weaponized.

 

End Report 
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