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Yesterday, December 7th, 1941 -- a date which will live in infamy -- the United States of 
America was suddenly and deliberately attacked by naval and air forces of the 
Empire of Japan. 

The United States was at peace with that nation and… was still in conversation with its 
government and its emperor looking toward the maintenance of peace in the Pacific. 

.… 

It will be recorded that the distance of Hawaii from Japan makes it obvious that the 
attack was deliberately planned many days or even weeks ago. During the 
intervening time, the Japanese government has deliberately sought to deceive the 
United States by false statements and expressions of hope for continued peace. 

The attack yesterday on the Hawaiian islands has caused severe damage to 
American naval and military forces. I regret to tell you that very many American lives 
have been lost. In addition, American ships have been reported torpedoed on the 
high seas between San Francisco and Honolulu. 

…. 

As Commander in Chief of the Army and Navy, I have directed that all measures be 
taken for our defense. But always will our whole nation remember the character of the 
onslaught against us. No matter how long it may take us to overcome this 
premeditated invasion, the American people in their righteous might will win through 
to absolute victory… 

I ask that the Congress declare that since the unprovoked and dastardly attack by 
Japan on Sunday, December 7th, 1941, a state of war has existed between the United 
States and the Japanese empire. 

(President Franklin D. Roosevelt’s Message to Congress - Dec. 8th, 1941) 
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Station C 
 
Watch the video for this station posted for today, or search YouTube using the full title:  
 

“The U.S. Homefront During WWII” (History Channel)  

 
 

https://youtu.be/9aRVVae2i_c?si=PzQAwFxPnPoSyXzq  
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Station D 
 

Context: Between the start of World War II (September 1939) and the Japanese attack 
on Pearl Harbor (December 1941), most Americans wanted to stay out of the war. 
While many sympathized with the Allies (England, France, etc.) and didn’t like Hitler or 
the Nazis, they told themselves the war was too far away to be their problem. During 
that time, British Prime Minister Winston Churchill was the primary voice of the Allies 
and led England through some VERY difficult years. He also REALLY wanted the U.S. to 
enter the war. This was one of his most famous speeches from that time. 
 
“During the first four years of the last war, the Allies experienced nothing but disaster 
and disappointment. That was our constant fear: one blow after another, terrible 
losses, frightful dangers… During that war we repeatedly asked ourselves the question: 
How are we going to win? and no one was able ever to answer it with much precision, 
until at the end, quite suddenly, quite unexpectedly, our terrible foe collapsed before 
us… 
 
“What General Weygand called the Battle of France is over. I expect that the Battle of 
Britain is about to begin. Upon this battle depends the survival of Christian civilization. 
Upon it depends our own British life, and the long continuity of our institutions and our 
Empire. The whole fury and might of the enemy must very soon be turned on us. Hitler 
knows that he will have to break us in this Island or lose the war. If we can stand up to 
him, all Europe may be free and the life of the world may move forward into broad, 
sunlit uplands. But if we fail, then the whole world, including the United States, 
including all that we have known and cared for, will sink into the abyss of a new Dark 
Age made more sinister, and perhaps more protracted, by the lights of perverted 
science. Let us therefore brace ourselves to our duties, and so bear ourselves that, if 
the British Empire and its Commonwealth last for a thousand years, men will still say, 
‘This was their finest hour.’” 
 
(Speech by British Prime Minister Winston Churchill to the British House of Commons - 
June 18th, 1940) 
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Station E 
 
Watch the video for this station posted for today, or search YouTube using the full title:  
 

“American families conserving and rationing in World War 2... HD 
Stock Footage” (Critical Past) 

 

 
 

https://youtu.be/GaDhA7eVRHs?si=g_U_dqs7Ry3e6_9g   
 
 

 

www.bluecerealeducation.com 

https://youtu.be/GaDhA7eVRHs?si=g_U_dqs7Ry3e6_9g

