Using the article below, please note three things:
1. One satirical target (What is the author making fun of?)
2. One necessary change (What does the author want us to change in
society—Be specific)
3. What tone does the author use? (Underline verbs that illustrate this
tone)

@ the ONION

Acne Medication May Cause Dizziness, Nausea, Loss Of Hearing, Insomnia, Blood
Clotting, Difficulty Breathing June 21, 2000 | Issue 3623

RAMAPO, NJ-Dermalon, a new acne medication from Ramapo-based
Franklin Laboratories, may cause a host of serious complications, a TV
commercial for the product casually noted Monday. "Some Dermalon
users may experience such side effects as dizziness, nausea, loss of
hearing, insomnia, blood clotting, difficulty breathing, memory loss, bone
rot, paranoid schizophrenia, and brain tumors," a friendly voice-over noted
as a group of happy, clear-skinned teens frolicked on a beach. "Wake up to
a clearer you with Dermalon." Franklin Laboratories is also the
manufacturer of Follicin, a hair-restoration formula linked to explosive
diarrhea and hyperobesity.
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* Teen Mortified After Winning Academic-Achievement Award
@ tl‘le ONION July 18, 2001 | Issue 37+24
MARION, IN-Grover Cleveland Middle School student Jamie Ganser,
14, expressed mortification and a desire to die Monday upon learning that she had won the 2001 Eighth Grade

Academic Achievement Award.

"Now the whole school is going to think I'm the biggest geek,"
Ganser told best friend and classmate Lacey Richards, who has a
socially acceptable B-minus average. "I'm not that smart. It's just
that my classes were really easy this year."

Ganser said she was "shocked" to learn that she was to be lauded for
her academic performance, as she had been careful all year to keep
her level of achievement low enough to avoid attention.

"Last year, [social-studies teacher] Mrs. Knauf was so happy with
my essay 'What Liberty Means To Me,' she made me get up and read
it to the class," Ganser said. "I learned my lesson from that: This year, I vowed to do much worse, but it looks like I
failed."

As part of her plan, Ganser answered teachers' questions only if called upon and never raised her hand, even if she knew
the answer. Though she enjoys reading, citing John Steinbeck and Ray Bradbury as two of her favorite authors, Ganser
was careful only to do so at home, carrying copies of nothing more literary than Teen People to read in study hall.
Ganser also took pains never to take on extra-credit assignments or study too hard for tests.

"Only the biggest dorks are all into getting good grades," Ganser said. "I may get good grades, but I'm not into it. It just
sort of happened by accident."

"There are lots of geeks they could've given this award to who would've totally loved it," Ganser continued. "But, no,
they want to ruin my life. What did I do to deserve this?"

According to Grover Cleveland principal Dr. Myles Auletta, Ganser richly deserved the award.

"Besides earning straight A's, Jamie participated in band and Spanish Club, and had an excellent attendance record,"
Auletta said. "Jamie is a top student, but her teachers say she's not much of a leader. The committee felt this award
would be exactly the confidence boost she needs to get out there and really shine."

To Ganser's horror, Auletta announced the winners of the end-of-year awards over the school's P.A. system during his
morning address. Unaware she would win the prize, Ganser did not even have a chance to stay home sick the day of the
announcement.

"I was just sitting there during homeroom, and Mr. Auletta comes on and says, 'Congratulations to the following
students..." Out of nowhere, he says my name. The whole homeroom turned and looked right at me."

Ganser said she tried to pretend she didn't hear her name announced. Her attention-deflecting efforts were foiled,
however, when homeroom teacher Vicki Dresser said, "How nice for you, Jamie!" and encouraged students to "give our
homeroom's very own celebrity scholar a round of applause." A handful of Ganser's classmates half-heartedly complied
while Ganser blushed and paged through her algebra book.

Reviewing the full list of awardees posted on the glass window of the school's main office, Ganser's humiliation only
grew.

"Vonja Dagenhardt is that weird girl who carries all her books for the entire day with her to every class," Ganser said.
"Ryan Leeven is a total know-it-all who everyone hates—his parents won't even let him celebrate Halloween. These are
the people I'm forever linked to."

Reflecting on her accomplishment, Ganser said she should have worked harder to avoid such a fate.

"I knew I never should have toughed it out and gone to school all those times I was feeling sick last winter," Ganser
said. "Then there was the spelling bee. I couldn't decide if I'd feel stupider spelling the words right or wrong, so I just
gave the right answers. Just look where it got me."

Ganser said another strike against her may have been her high scores on recent end-of-year standardized tests.

"I didn't worry about doing too well, because the scores are all kept secret," Ganser said. "I scored in at least the 95th
percentile on everything, but whenever anyone asked me how I did, I was like, 'l can't remember.' I thought I was safe,
but obviously I wasn't."

© Copyright 2006, Onion, Inc. All rights reserved.
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r Jamie Ganser reluctantly poses with her award.
|


http://www.theonion.com/content/index/3724

@ the ONION

New, Delicious Species Discovered May 18, 2005 | Issue 4120

MANAUS, BRAZIL—An international team of scientists conducting research in the Amazon River Basin announced
the discovery of a formerly unknown primate species inhabiting a remote jungle area roughly 300 miles from Manaus
Monday. According to scientists in Manaus, the new species, Ateles saporis, is "an amazing biological find" and

"incredibly delectable."

A member of Ateles saporis, which scientists say tastes excellent
broiled (below).

"We couldn't be more thrilled!" German researcher Dr. Jerome
Keller told reporters Tuesday. "Very few scientists are lucky enough
to discover a new species, let alone a mammal with a palatability on
par with a tender, juicy steak."

"This is a seriously tasty creature," Keller added.

Although the creature resembles a large kitten, as a member of the
Ateles genus, it is more closely related to wooly and spider
monkeys. Ateles saporis, informally known as the delicacy ape, is a
tree-dwelling herbivore that can measure up to a meter from head to

tail. The adult delicacy ape weighs between 35 and 40 pounds and tastes wonderful with a currant glaze.

Keller said the new species boasts a gular sac, a distinctive trait that separates it from other species in the Ateles genus.
"The gular sac is a throat pouch that can be inflated, allowing the animal to make loud calls that resonate through the
treetops," Keller said. "More importantly, the pouch can be stuffed with nuts or dried fruits prior to roasting."

Biologist Jeanette Bransky, who served as the research team's chief archivist, presented a series of slides showing
delicacy apes cavorting in trees, caring for their young, and sitting thinly sliced on a platter next to roasted red potatoes.
"After careful study, we have determined that Ateles saporis is a very insulated species," Bransky said. "All of their food
needs are met in the treetops. They're docile, affectionate creatures with a non-competitive social structure. They often
sit grooming each other for hours on end, which explains why their meat is so marbled and tender."

This marks the first primate species discovered since the nearly
inedible Arunachal macaque was found in India last year.

"In our studies of the delicacy ape, we have noted several traits, such
as play activities, that are almost human," Bransky said. "However,
the similarities do not run much deeper than that. Take the loin, for
example. Unlike a human's, it's so savory and delicate that it can be
eaten just like sashimi."

"Raw or cooked, this species is one of the greatest discoveries of the
21st century," added Bransky, licking her lips.

The team plans to research the species for another two months and
then publish its findings in both the International Journal Of
Primatology and Bon Appétit.

"We still need to complete an accurate population-density study," Keller said. "We assume that their habitat is limited to
the Amazon and that their total number is very small. We need to gather data quickly, as the species is almost certainly

facing extinction. I mean, it's that good."

Keller said the discovery of the delicacy ape underscores the importance of protecting delicate ecosystems from mass

deforestation.

"The Amazon River Basin boasts the greatest biodiversity in the world, with countless potentially tasty species waiting
to be discovered," Keller said. "As for the delicacy ape, I only hope there's something we can do to preserve it. Maybe
we can get them to breed in captivity. Generations to come should have the opportunity to enjoy the taste of this

majestic creature."”
© Copyright 2006, Onion, Inc. All rights reserved.
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@ the ONION New Anger-Powered Cars May Revolutionize The Way We Drive

February 4, 2004 | Issue 40-05

DETROIT—With gas prices approaching $2 per gallon in some areas and gridlock on the rise, Detroit's three
major automakers are stepping up development of their newest brainchild: the
anger-powered car: the Chevrolet Tantrum, one of the new road-rage-fueled
vehicles.

"By drawing a significant percentage of its motive power from the unbridled
temper of the American motorist, the new anger-powered car will change, or at
least take mechanical advantage of, the way Americans drive," General
Motors vice-chairman Robert A. Lutz said. "We plan to have these furiously
efficient machines careening down America's highways, byways, and

sidewalks within two years."

Lutz said automakers have been researching fury fuels since the mid-1970s. As early as 1984, they began to
look for ways to take advantage of the limitless supply of bad temper generated daily by American
drivers—outrage currently vented wastefully into dashboards, steering wheels, and passengers.

An engine burning clean, white-hot hatred will release few harmful byproducts into the atmosphere—bad
vibes and a small amount of water vapor will combine to be released in the form of human spittle. In addition,
anger technology will turn the standard fuel-economy paradigm on its head: An anger-powered engine is
actually more efficient in heavy urban traffic. "The theory behind the anger-powered engine is actually quite
simple," said Keith Cameron, chief engineer on General Motors' Project Instigator until January. "The
average motorist traveling a clogged American highway produces hundreds of kilowatt-hours of negative
energy per infuriating drive. The Instigator motor converts this emotional energy into kinetic energy by a
process most drivers—people too...stupid to use their...blinkers when they change...lanes—uwill never be
able to understand. Just trust me,...it works."

Cameron, who is currently serving a seven-year prison sentence for vehicular manslaughter and
high-efficiency battery, added, "In the white-knuckled hands of the average American driver, it's an extremely
powerful tool."

GM is currently developing two anger-powered cars, the entry-level Chevrolet Tantrum coupe and the larger,
pricier Buick Umbrage. Ford has announced a multi-tiered move toward anger power, with plans to introduce
anger/gasoline hybrid engines in the popular Lincoln Frown Car in 2006, to offer a de Sade option for its
classic Mercury Gran Marquis in 2007, and to unveil a line of Acrimony family-sized cars and wagons in
2008. Daimler-Chrysler will resurrect the defunct Plymouth brand name with the reintroduction of the
Plymouth Fury.

Anger power was first explored by Daimler-Chrysler, whose concept car, the Plymouth Violent, caused an
uproar upon its introduction at the 1989 Detroit Auto Show. The Violent, more a seething showcase of
technology and rage than a workable production car, achieved a remarkable 89 miles per gallon and
hospitalized 19 auto-show attendees.

The anger-powered car will be aimed solidly at the middle of the market. Options such as semi-tinted glower
windows, auto-locking brakes, and a baffling array of randomly blinking warning lights will be standard on all
models. "Production models will have angry-punch-absorbing energy-conversion pads in the dashboards,
steering wheels, and driver-side doors," Chrysler Group chief executive Dieter Zetsche said.
"Sound-sensitive materials in the cars' interiors will convert livid outbursts into motive power. And, because
an angry driver is, in this case, a better driver, literally hundreds of anger- and performance-enhancing
options will be available, including loud, ineffective mufflers, talk-station-only radios, truly intermittent wipers,
steering wheels which imperceptibly tilt forward over the course of an hour, and excruciatingly well-heated
seats."

Early consumer tests of the cars indicate that they perform beyond designers' expectations. The automotive
press has been particularly enthusiastic about anger power. "This [thing] went like [lightning] with me at the
wheel," said Car And Driver's Brock Yates, who test-drove Daimler-Chrysler's Dodge Rammit pickup. "The
vitriolic-assist brakes barely worked, the rear-view mirror found my bald spot every time, and the
voice-response OnStar system mocked me for writing the script for Cannonball Run. | was getting 107 miles
to the gallon when | T-boned that bus."
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Car manufacturers have yet to determine a price for the rage-fueled vehicles. "We have a delicate balance
to strike," Ford Motor Company president Nick Scheele said. "The middle-income customer should be able to
afford the car, but in order to increase engine efficiency, the price should be high enough to eat away at him
the entire time he's driving. We're considering wildly fluctuating interest rates or a monthly payment rate
that's pegged to the basketball standings." Added Scheele: "l can assure you that there will be a model
priced so that middle-class Americans who spend hours each week commuting between mid-level office jobs
in the city and noisy, demanding families in the suburbs can afford it."

Fully anger-powered cars are expected to begin hitting American showrooms and other cars in summer
2006. If successful, the venture may vindicate the auto engineers still smarting over their brief and disastrous
flirtation with love-and-happiness power, a trend that failed commercially and eventually petered out during
the positive-energy crisis of the 1970s.



@ the ONION New Prescription-Only Sandwich Extra Delicious

May 19, 2004 | Issue 40°20

NEW YORK—ALt a press conference Monday, drug giant Pfizer formally introduced Hoagizine, a
pharmaceutical-grade Turkey-Bacon-Guacamole Melt so delicious, it's only available by prescription.

A pharmacist in Long Beach, CA explains the possible side
effects of Hoagizine.

"Made with lean white turkey breast, hickory-smoked bacon,
zesty guacamole, Boston leaf lettuce, and ripe tomatoes on
crusty French bread, Hoagizine is indicated in the treatment of
lunchtime satisfaction dysfunction," said Stephen Spencer,
Pfizer's head of research and product development. "But
Hoagizine is only available after consultation with a physician,
so be sure to ask your doctor if this new sandwich is right for
you."

- The extra-potent sandwich passed rigorous testing in both
branches of the FDA in February. In clinical trials, 96 percent of patients who administered the sandwich
orally experienced a deliciousness they described as "heightened," "intense," or even "overwhelming." In the
same trial, only 16 percent of those who received placebo sandwiches reported experiencing high levels of
deliciousness.

In preparation for Monday's announcement, Pfizer produced 800,000 units of the oral sandwich and
distributed them to pharmacies nationwide. Additionally, Pfizer personnel sent out samples of Hoagizine and
educated physicians on patient-screening procedures, treatment regimens, and serving suggestions.

"This sandwich is extremely effective in the treatment of severe acute and chronic hunger," Pfizer
spokesman Abdul Johnson said. "For consumers who find that their regular sandwich is no longer effectively
reducing pangs, the Turkey-Bacon-Guacamole Melt represents a good treatment option."

Johnson said Pfizer may soon offer an even more potent version of the sandwich, Hoagizine CM, which
contains 10 grams of chipotle mayonnaise.

Consumer interest in the new Turkey-Bacon-Guacamole Melt is high. Physicians filled thousands of
sandwich prescriptions within 24 hours after it was made available.

"l guess I'm not the only one who finds regular sandwiches ineffective," said Rock Falls, ID resident Lois
Baird, as she sat in her physician's waiting room. "Frankly, I'd just about given up on bread-and-meat
treatments, but if this sandwich is going to help me eat a better, tastier lunch, | want it."

Baird added: "l just hope it's okay to mix Hoagizine with the broad-spectrum soup | currently take at noon."
Although most insurance companies cover prescriptions for the Turkey-Bacon-Guacamole Melt, many
physicians recommend that their patients stick to over-the-lunch-counter

sandwiches. Ssnas,

A doctor's order for the Turkey-Bacon-Guacamole Melt. —

" . . . . . " . i , i [P ’zh_&-/rm ; -
Hoagizine is a powerfully delicious sandwich," said Dr. Erin O'Malley, chief rocress nm;frc
nutritionist at Cedars-Sinai in Los Angeles. "And there's the problem: It's }i {’F"/M""" 4 f __M

overkill. Commercially available, high-quality sandwiches are delicious B »-,-? e M
enough for 95 percent of the patients | see. Additionally, those patients who a‘wﬁr ::"’ M

do actually require the extra zest and deliciousness of this medical-grade e T Lo

melt run the risk of becoming addicted to its scrumptious flavor. | consider — Bacieous (5:)%&{_
the sandwich to be an emergency lunch option, for use only when —_———

everything on the menu looks so blah that it threatens to ruin your entire

day."

Pfizer officials said the Turkey-Bacon-Guacamole Melt comes with some warnings, but that it poses few
health risks and, for the most part, is made of all-natural ingredients. Those who are overweight, diabetic, or
allergic to wheat or dairy, or have a history of heart disease are urged to seek medical counseling before
ordering the melt, and women who are pregnant may require a second dose of Hoagizine.
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In Pfizer's lab tests, common side effects of the sandwich included a bloated or drowsy feeling, thirst, and a
heightened desire for a side order of chips. If discomfort occurs, patients are urged to temporarily discontinue
use of the Turkey-Bacon-Guacamole Melt and lie down on the couch.

"Side effects are certainly within the parameters established for commercially available lunch items," Spencer
said. "The one thing we're concerned with is that, with regular use, the bacon and the guacamole could
precipitate high cholesterol levels in some patients. But, hey, if your cholesterol does get a little high, that's

why we make Lipitor."



@ the ONION

Scientists Abandon Al Project After Seeing The Matrix January 21, 2004 | Issue 4003
CAMBRIDGE, MA—Scientists at MIT's Advanced Machine Cognizance Project announced Tuesday that,
after seeing the final installment of the Matrix trilogy, they will cease all further work in the field of artificial
intelligence.

Jameson announces his decision to cease artificial-intelligence research.

"As scientists of conscience, we must consider the ethical ramifications of Al
development," said Dr. Gregory Jameson, director of machine
epistemology and ontology at MIT. "The Matrix taught us that we cannot
ignore our obligation to the future of mankind. We must free our minds to

this fact, or we will accidentally unleash a nightmarish army of sentient

machines."
Added Jameson: "Some may call the extinction of humankind inevitable,

but I, for one, will still resist."
A statement drafted by the MIT group was co-signed by an international coalition of Al experts that included
scientists from the American Association for Artificial Intelligence, members of the Society for Artificial
Intelligence and Simulation of Behavior, and a team of fan experts from the newly created San Diego
ComiCon Committee on Moral and Ethical Implications for Society at Large.
In the statement, researchers said they were "frightened by the disastrous potential of Al" and called the
Matrix trilogy of science-fiction action-thrillers a "wake-up call to any scientist concerned with the long-term
consequences of his work," as well as a "freaky head-trip about a future run by floating metallic drones that
look kind of like really scary seafood."
Pattern-recognition development analyst Dr. Janice Wunderling said the MIT team has placed its Al projects
on hold pending the completion of a comprehensive feasibility study on the threat of "humans being
imprisoned in tiny, slime-filled cyber-canisters."
"When we first saw The Matrix back in 1999, the premise of Al evolving into an unstoppable army of
self-aware programs intent on dominating the planet gave us pause," Wunderling said. "But like most
moviegoers, we dismissed the movie as a fun blockbuster showcasing cool bullet-time photography and
shapely, leather-clad cyber-babes performing gravity-defying kung-fu in slow motion."
After seeing The Matrix Reloaded, however, Wunderling and her fellow scientists began to worry. "The more
we thought about it, the less we were able to laugh off the threat of killer machines," said Dr. Henry K.
Arronovski, a leading expert in the field of heuristics classification. "It really started to freak us out. What if,
decades from now, humans end up in a virtual-reality construct designed to blind them to their enslavement
to the hivemind—all because of the work my colleagues and | started?"
Added Arronovski: "l want no hand in creating a world where only Keanu Reeves can protect my
great-grandchildren from a giant drill that plummets through the ceilings of subterranean cave dwellings."
Callfornla Gov. Arnold Schwarzenegger a vocal proponent of Al research, offers an opposing view.
P\ It was The Matrix Revolutions, the final movie in the series, that convinced scientists
‘ at MIT to put the brakes on their Al research. "We were hoping that the third movie
would quell our fears about the work we were doing, but it only raised more
questions," Jameson said. "Sentient programs, like the Merovingian, though formerly
agents of the Architect's operation to neutralize the human race, rebelled against the
= very system they were meant to serve? And which side were the renegade programs
\ even on? Was the Oracle a sentient program herself, earmarked for 'deletion’ by her
M former masters? Or was she just another part of the system without knowing it? We
had no ch0|ce but to pull the plug."
Team member Dmitri Markovitch, author of Mechanical Computation And Consciousness, called his vote to
abandon Al research "an intensely personal decision."
"l saw Revolutions with my 12-year-old son Eric," Markovitch said. "He saw the look of worry on my face and
said, 'Dad, don't be scared. It's only make-believe.' | had to tell him, 'No, son, it's what your father does for a
living."
"After watching Captain Mifune blast away in his robotic battle exoskeleton as hordes of relentless Sentinels
swarmed the dock screaming in battle-frenzied rage, | could no longer put my career before the future of
mankind," Markovitch continued. "Those poor, brave children of Zion—their annoying tolerance of rave
culture notwithstanding—did not deserve that horrible fate."
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Critics of Al research commended the decision. Dr. Lyle Freeberg, author of Ethics In The Age Of
Nanotechnology, said humans have ignored the warning signs about Al long enough. "The first two
Terminator films identified the potential for global-linkage computer networks to send android assassins back
in time, but the warning went unheeded," Freeberg said. "Artificial Intelligence: Al recognized the ethical
dilemmas inherent in creating a robot who can love, but no one took the movie seriously, because it was so
boring. But in the wake of the Wachowski brothers' prophetic series, we must, as the '90s alternative-rock
band Rage Against The Machine urged us, 'wake up."

© Copyright 2006, Onion, Inc. All rights reserved.
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Books Don't Take You Anywhere
December 16, 1997 | Issue 3219

WASHINGTON, DC—A study released Monday by the U.S. Department of Education revealed
that, contrary to the longtime claims of librarians and teachers, books do not take you anywhere.

. A sampling of the Department of Education study's

Horton Hears A Who .

Guliver’s Travels findings.

Gatator In T fyo "For years, countless educators have asserted that books

?"-"” ':i - give readers a chance to journey to exotic, far-off lands

FAIEITE o, .

AR and meet strange, exciting new people," Education

Secretary Richard Riley told reporters. "We have found

. this is simply not the case."

According to the study, those who read are not
transported to any place beyond the area in which the reading occurs, and even these movements are
always the result of voluntary decisions made by the reader and not in any way related to the actual
reading process.

Phoenix-area

move in more than two
"People engaged in
"Not moving tends to
In various field

readers are particularly
test subject, 11-year-old
a fantasy novel by C.S.
minutes, the only trip
he himself initiated

11-year-old Jennifer Gleason, who did not
hours of reading The Wizard Of Oz.

. reading tend to be motionless," Riley said.

| make it easier to read.”

experiments, the study found that young
susceptible to the reading-travel myth. One
Justin Fisher of Ypsilanti, MI, began reading
Lewis under close observation. After 40
Fisher took was to the bathroom, a journey
because he "had to go." Further, at no point
did Fisher's voyage to the bathroom involve evil witches,
messianic lions or closet : ¥t portals to other universes.

"I just stayed in my chair without moving that much," Fisher
said. "I think I scratched my head a couple of times."

Another case documented in the study was that of San Diego 13-year-old Liz Kent, who read
Robert Louis Stevenson's Treasure Island. Over the course of more than three hours reading the
pirate-adventure tale, at no point did she make a new friend or travel to a distant land.

The study did note one exception to the findings, citing situations in which people read on buses,
cars, trains or planes. Even in these cases, however, the reading-travel link is tenuous at best.
"Many people enjoy reading while traveling," Riley said. "But it is important to note that the
traveling always results in the reading, and never the reverse."

As a result of the study, it is expected that many young people will call into question what Riley
termed "the empty promises of library posters and other pieces of pro-reading propaganda."”

"I hate it when you get excited about a place and then you don't go there," 10-year-old Ashley
Brandes of Atlanta said. "Reading sucks."
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