
Diagnostic Center, Southern California​
On-Demand Webinars 

B-2​ Behavior Is Communication 
Presenter 

●​ Margot Johnson, M.A., BCBA, PENT Administrator 

Time 

●​ On-Demand Webinar: 2.5 hours 

Content 

Behavior is the earliest form of communication. While some students will develop 
verbal language, others will continue to communicate non-verbally using their behavior. 
This training will focus on students with extensive support needs who use behavior as 
communication and teach those who work with these students how to recognize, 
respond to, and shape more appropriate and comprehensible forms of communication. 
Attendees will learn how to utilize the Form and Function matrix to identify appropriate 
replacement behaviors for challenging behaviors, which are already within their 
repertoire. This will serve as a guideline for selecting replacement behaviors during the 
development of appropriate behavior intervention plans. Additional topics will include 
identifying the student's level of symbolism and implementing developmentally 
appropriate supports. 

Intended Audience 

Individuals working with students with extensive support needs who primarily use 
non-verbal language and/or present with challenging behavior. This includes 
speech-language pathologists, special education teachers, school psychologists, 
paraeducators, and parents. 

Participants Will 

1.​ Increase awareness of the many forms of communication. 

2.​ Utilize the Form and Function matrix through case studies to identify 
pre-symbolic vs. symbolic communication. 

3.​ Understand how to identify functionally equivalent replacement behaviors 
(FERBs) based on current communication repertoire. 

 

https://www.dcs-cde.ca.gov/cat/presenters.aspx#mj


4.​ Fill out a Form and Function matrix to clarify a current student's forms and 
functions of communication and identify behaviors to target for increase to 
expand a student's communicative repertoire. 

Handouts 

●​ B-2 Beh-Com Handouts 

Zoom Webinar 

Click the link below, register using your school email, and enter the passcode:  

●​ B-2 Beh-Com Webinar 

●​ Access Passcode: Dcs!w3binars 

●​ Complete the training evaluation form at the end of the webinar. 

 

 

https://www3.cde.ca.gov/exfiles/downloadurl.aspx?pid=148&dc=cfdc6f12fc5d44c595
https://dcs-cde-ca-gov.zoom.us/rec/share/41wpVy3MLPZ1R11qApWNVzlgNd6uccpnxPOaRQ4Nm1OvvLpFgo5Y_0vAsv8yYP8H.2mmP4a8xY10EHlCz
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