
The Certamen Starter Kit (CSK) 
(updated 8/29/22) 

Mission:  
The goal of the Certamen Starter Kit is to provide students and teachers with the structure and materials to start a team 
or become more competitive. The starter kit is built around a six-week syllabus and corresponding study materials, 
which are generally thought to be most commonly referenced in competition. The provided questions, while drawing 
on more detailed information for certain clues, are all answerable based on the material covered in each week of the 
syllabus. In addition, the “buzz” words in each question are marked in order to help understand the speed of the game. 
 
Syllabus:  
The syllabus was created to provide a systematic structure ensuring that students can learn the fundamental concepts 
and information to become competitive in Certamen. The syllabus is not divided by level, but rather provides a baseline 
level of content knowledge to score consistently at any of the three levels of NJCL Certamen. To supplement without 
overstepping instruction that occurs in teachers’ classes, all grammar topics are left uncovered. While the syllabus is 
structured for 6 weeks of preparation, it can be expanded or contracted however you see fit.  
 
Study Materials:  
The study materials provided are NOT completely comprehensive and only cover a limited scope of the quizzable 
information in Certamen. These materials were compiled based on recurring patterns in questions and should provide 
students with the fundamentals to begin to experience Certamen success. However, for students wishing to compete at 
the highest levels there is no substitute for reading through the recommended sources in the list provided and taking 
their own detailed notes. For further reading consult this list of Recommended Certamen Sources. 
 
Questions:  
The questions are in excel format so that they will be easy to manipulate. You have the option to either read the 
questions by category, or to mix multiple categories into one page to simulate a more authentic flow of a Certamen 
round. For best results always randomize the order of the questions before reading. 
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Feel free to email any feedback to: 
 
Michael R. Howard 
mcookiehoward@gmail.com  

 
*To access any of the materials listed, just click on the embedded blue hyperlink and create a copy of each doc 
for yourself. 

 
STUDY MATERIALS: 

Mythology MYTHOLOGY SUMMARY 

MORFORD MYTHOLOGY OUTLINE 

MORFORD MYTHOLOGY STUDY QUESTIONS 

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1T6iUQrcnw54AsKzrlp0ye188l3jBpWKwcSnpECZOZ50/copy
mailto:mcookiehoward@gmail.com
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1fu4_kdwNAvel4UCNk5pZ5vLvu_D3Uf9gOsH8-bOxXy4/copy
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1ZgiKXNsoV2h5AwykjJWuzIB0Ry6vEPWwKx2BHjycAdY/copy
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1Z70bGSHfuMU3_4G-Gs4olVgVosuv8oGDc8AW-ynOSqY/copy
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Roman History ROMAN HISTORY OUTLINE 

ROMAN HISTORY STUDY QUESTIONS 

Latin Literature LATIN LITERATURE OUTLINE 

LATIN LITERATURE STUDY QUESTIONS 

Culture ROMAN LIFE LISTS 

PMAQ PMAQ LISTS 

Derivatives OBSCURE DERIVATIVES LIST 

 
6 WEEK SYLLABI: 

 
Week 1 
❖​ Mythology: Sections I-III (p. 1) 
❖​ History: Monarchy p.1-3 
❖​ Literature: Early Latin Literature (p.1-3) 
❖​ Culture: Families / Names / Marriage (p. 1) 
❖​ PMAQ: University Mottos (p.1)  
❖​ Derivatives: Obscure Derivatives A-B (p.1) 

 
 

Week 2 
❖​ Mythology: Sections IV-V (p. 2) 
❖​ History: Early Republic (p.4-9) 
❖​ Literature: Late Republican Literature (p.4-6) 
❖​ Culture: Children & Education / Dependents / House & Family (p. 2) 
❖​ PMAQ: Other Mottos (p.2)  
❖​ Derivatives: Obscure Derivatives C-D (p.1-3) 

Week 3 
❖​ Mythology: Sections VI - Heracles & Perseus (p. 3) 
❖​ History: Late Republic (p.10-14) 
❖​ Literature: Golden Age (p.7-9) 
❖​ Culture: Dress & Personal Ornaments / Food & Meals (p. 3) 
❖​ PMAQ: Abbreviations (p.3)  
❖​ Derivatives: Obscure Derivatives E-I (p.3-4) 

 
 

Week 4 
❖​ Mythology: Sections VI - Theseus & Meleager (p. 4) 
❖​ History: Julio-Claudian Emperors (p.15-16) 
❖​ Literature: Silver Age (p.10-12) 

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1NKIzAF3ZjByY5D_0GbwgksH8nx40J-H4fbuivp2XAF4/copy
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/12ChqbxKBNx38BScJVl-xvsuxY2fjLkalac0tukjk_hU/copy
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1ZzotjF_LeI7F_ZXsUnytGrc0ZlpLidtsnpuGaBzm3E8/copy
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1bDLD1g-U1fxPp1R1atQK1RtwuXOsHDUm75YK1RX4BNo/copy
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1LagXbrAdQS6nZj8c2zewnDsc045t2latL0cjod8Afj8/copy
https://docs.google.com/document/d/10N5JFZXukv4vmI8ecRYEvcgT_RIZlnLhGxtjXmUctZc/copy
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1O3dMBMgcZahnpZzmMNDsLoevxEBfxr72Penln0dmKrY/copy
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❖​ Culture: Amusements / Gladiators (p. 4) 
❖​ PMAQ: Abbreviations & Phrases (p.4)  
❖​ Derivatives: Obscure Derivatives L-M (p.4-5) 

 
 

Week 5 
❖​ Mythology: Sections VI - Bellerophon & 7 Against Thebes (p. 5) 
❖​ History: Year of the Four Emperors / Flavian Emperors / Five Good Emperors p.17-18 
❖​ Literature: Later Literature (p.13) 
❖​ Culture: Republican Government / Sources of Income / Burial & Funerals (p. 5) 
❖​ PMAQ: Phrases (p.5)  
❖​ Derivatives: Obscure Derivatives N-Q (p.5-7) 

 
 

Week 6 
❖​ Mythology: Sections VII-X (p. 6) 
❖​ History: Decline of the Roman Empire p.18-20 
❖​ Literature: Global Review (All Periods) 
❖​ Culture: Roman Religion / Holidays & Festivals (p. 6) 
❖​ PMAQ: Quotations (p.6)  
❖​ Derivatives: Obscure Derivatives R-V (p.7-9) 
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PRACTICE QUESTIONS: 

WEEK 1 SYLLABUS QUESTIONS 

WEEK 2 SYLLABUS QUESTIONS 

WEEK 3 SYLLABUS QUESTIONS 

WEEK 4 SYLLABUS QUESTIONS 

WEEK 5 SYLLABUS QUESTIONS 

WEEK 6 SYLLABUS QUESTIONS 

 
 

OTHER RESOURCES: 

ADDITIONAL PRACTICE ROUNDS 

QUESTION WRITING GUIDE 

CERTAMEN QUESTION GENERATOR DOC 

 
 
 

https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1mTx25l0WadPMLNImSxyt6q3scQ4LLzBXuxo5Ukcxxdw/copy
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1Dd1v0o4OIYtrYc3Tgb60pZ_vhkbr-fHF_bz92X_N3hg/copy
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1fzYd062ieBpZtR823UXaLIh7Cda5bVHIa9XVmEJGCSI/copy
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1jXMoJNKnoa2Sa0s6MbfAEfPP4AVIBqCf9yqf-8744uc/copy
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/15WIhul9ZIBz1EgV06guOX71b8GdqjvEZRywc2DWIRPk/copy
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1lw5xEa4Z1aw4lFa-fOAnp14EYNXcwwty-AcrQjFSkxk/copy
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1wJneXZIgXzuX1lbHjlkG_A26YmJ674Nc?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1Olr8bQGsG_PWVIcR-YgcugluCOgefA7Vt6y5M68-aq0/copy
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1lEjTy6hRUAkgySCmA7zbsnDrcez1SDtpwvteRnMs6UY/copy

