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Document Set Documents 

1)​ What Does it Mean to Be an 
American 

●​ American Ideology 
●​ Do I Look Like Public Enemy No. 1 
●​ Aria: A Memoir of a Bilingual Child 
●​ My Life as an Undocumented Immigrant 
●​ A Talk to Teachers 
●​ The Promise of America 
●​ American Things 
●​ To Hope Rather Than to Fear 

2)​ American Foundations ●​ Liberty and Knowledge by John Adams  
●​ Defense of Freedom of the Press by Andrew Hamilton  
●​ A Demand to Limit Search and Seizure by James Otis  
●​ A Bill for Establishing Religious Freedom by Thomas Jefferson 
●​ Chief Logan's Lament  
●​ The Slave's Appeal  
●​ Correspondence between Abigail and John Adams  
●​ Washington's Farewell Address 
●​ Federalist / Anti-Federalist readings  
●​ Declaration of Independence (NOTE: You may NOT use the quotation “We hold these 

truths to be self-evident, that all men are created equal, that they are endowed by their 
creator with certain unalienable rights, that among these are life, liberty and the pursuit 
of happiness” If you use this quote, you will not receive credit for that paragraph) 

3)​ Transcendentalists ●​ Self-Reliance by Ralph Waldo Emerson 
●​ Walden by Henry David Thoreau 
●​ Civil Disobedience by Henry David Thoreau 

4)​ The Adventures of Huckleberry Finn The Adventures of Huckleberry Finn 

5)​ Abraham Lincoln/Frederick 
Douglass 

●​ A House Divided 
●​ First Inaugural  
●​ Letter to Greeley 
●​ Plan for Colonization 
●​ Second Inaugural  
●​ Last Public Address 
●​ Narrative in the Life of Frederick Douglass 
●​ Nemesis and How to Win the War 
●​ Independence Day Speech at Rochester/Meaning of 4th of July 



●​ The President and His Speeches 
●​ “Men of Color, to Arms!” 
●​ Lincoln’s Last Speech 
●​ “What the Black Man Wants” 

6)​ Jim Crow/Responses to Jim Crow ●​ Plessy v. Ferguson 
●​ The Atlanta Compromise Speech by Booker T. Washington 
●​ The Talented Tenth by W.E.B. Dubois 
●​ If You Believe the Negro Has a Soul by Marcus Garvey 
●​ Langston Hughes Poems 
●​ The Negro Artist and the Racial Mountain by Langston Hughes 

7)​ Zora Neale Hurston (New) ●​ How it Feels to Be Colored Me 

 
 

Document Set #1: What Does it Mean to Be an American? 

Text Context: Quotation Central idea & what this 
text says about it 

Potential connections to 
Native Son 

Doc. 1: 
 
 
 
 
 

   How Bigger Sees Himself:  
 
 
 

Doc 2: 
 
 
 
 
 

   How Others See Bigger: 

 
 



Document Set #2: American Foundations   

 

Text Context: Quotation Central idea & what this 
text says about it 

Potential connections to 
Native Son 

Doc. 1: 
 
 
 
 
 

   How Bigger Sees Himself:  
 
 
 

Doc 2: 
 
 
 
 
 

   How Others See Bigger: 

 
        



               

Document Set #3: Transcendentalists 
 
 

Text Context: Quotation Central idea & what this 
text says about it 

Potential connections to 
Native Son 

Doc. 1: 
 
 
 
 
 

   How Bigger Sees Himself:  
 
 
 

Doc 2: 
 
 
 
 
 

   How Others See Bigger: 

 
 



 
Document Set #4: The Adventures of Huckleberry Finn 

 

Text Context: Quotation Central idea & what this 
text says about it 

Potential connections to 
Native Son 

The 
Adventures of 
Huckleberry 
Finn 

 
 
 
 
 

   How Bigger Sees Himself:  
 
 
 

The 
Adventures of 
Huckleberry 
Finn 

 
 
 
 
 

   How Others See Bigger: 

 
 



 
Document Set #5: - Abraham Lincoln or Frederick Douglass 

 
 

Text Context: Quotation Central idea & what this 
text says about it 

Potential connections to 
Native Son 

Doc. 1: 
 
 
 
 
 

   How Bigger Sees Himself:  
 
 
 

Doc 2: 
 
 
 
 
 

   How Others See Bigger: 

 
 



 
Document Set #6: Jim Crow & Responses to Jim Crow 

 
 

Text Context: Quotation Central idea & what this 
text says about it 

Potential connections to 
Native Son 

Doc. 1: 
 
 
 
 
 

   How Bigger Sees Himself:  
 
 
 

Doc 2: 
 
 
 
 
 

   How Others See Bigger: 

 
 



 
Document Set #7: Zora Neale Hurston’s “How it Feels to be Colored Me” 

 
 

Text Context: Quotation Central idea & what this 
text says about it 

Potential connections to 
Native Son 

Hurston - “How 
it Feels to be 
Colored Me” 
 
 
 
 
 

   How Bigger Sees Himself:  
 
 
 

Hurston - “How 
it Feels to be 
Colored Me” 
 
 
 
 
 

   How Others See Bigger: 

 
 


