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As the sun dips below the horizon, casting a warm glow across the landscape, you find yourself
standing on a vibrant red carpet.

The air is filled with anticipation and excitement as people from all walks of life gather to
celebrate the Obon Festival.

This enchanting event, steeped in history and tradition, brings communities together in a joyous
display of cultural pride.

The Red Carpet for Obon Festival serves as a symbol of unity and belonging, drawing
individuals from near and far to partake in its festivities.

As you walk along this crimson pathway, you can't help but feel a sense of connection to those
around you.

It's as if every step forward brings you closer not only to the heart of this celebration but also to
your own roots and heritage.

This shared experience creates an unspoken bond among attendees, fostering a deep sense of
belonging that transcends language barriers and cultural differences.

History and Significance of the Obon Festival

The Obon Festival, with its rich history and profound significance, is a celebration that pays
homage to ancestors and honors their spirits. This remarkable event has evolved over
centuries, blending ancient Buddhist traditions with local customs to create a vibrant cultural
experience.

The evolution of the Obon festival reflects the ever-changing nature of society while preserving
the deep-rooted reverence for ancestors. The cultural significance of the Obon festival cannot
be overstated. It serves as a beautiful reminder of our interconnectedness with those who came
before us, fostering a sense of unity and belonging within the community.

Through various rituals and practices, such as offering food and lighting lanterns, we express
gratitude for the sacrifices made by our ancestors and seek their blessings for continued
prosperity. The Obon festival also provides an opportunity to reflect on our own mortality,
reminding us to cherish each moment and live in harmony with others.

As we delve into the next section about traditional dances and music, we are transported into a
realm where time seems to stand still.

Traditional Dances and Music



Dancers and musicians bring a vibrant and lively atmosphere to the event. As you step onto the
red carpet at the Obon Festival, you're immediately captivated by the mesmerizing display of
traditional costumes and rhythmic performances.

The dancers, adorned in colorful kimonos and yukatas, gracefully move their bodies in perfect
harmony with the enchanting melodies played by skilled musicians.

In this captivating scene, you find yourself immersed in a world where tradition meets artistry.
The dancers effortlessly glide across the stage, their movements reflecting centuries-old
customs passed down through generations. Each step they take tells a story of love, joy, or
sorrow - emotions that resonate deep within your soul.

As you watch these captivating performances unfold before your eyes, you can't help but feel a
sense of belonging. The intricate choreography and melodious tunes create an undeniable
connection between everyone present. It's as if each dancer is inviting you to join them on this
cultural journey, embracing both their heritage and yours.

Transitioning seamlessly into the subsequent section about 'delicious food and festive treats',
you can almost taste the mouthwatering flavors that await you at this vibrant celebration.

Delicious Food and Festive Treats

Stepping into this culinary wonderland, your senses are instantly tempted by the tantalizing
aromas and delectable flavors that fill the air. The Obon Festival not only offers a feast for the
eyes with its vibrant decorations and colorful costumes, but it also provides a feast for the taste
buds with its mouth watering selection of delicious food and festive treats.

From savory street food to sweet delicacies, there is something to satisfy every craving. Indulge
in traditional Japanese dishes like yakitori, grilled skewered chicken marinated in a savory
sauce, or takoyaki, bite-sized octopus balls topped with tangy sauce and bonito flakes. For
those seeking a lighter option, try some fresh sushi rolls or tempura vegetables lightly battered
and fried to perfection. And don't forget about the drinks! Quench your thirst with refreshing sake
or sample some fruity cocktails infused with flavors like lychee or yuzu.

As you navigate through the bustling stalls offering these delightful culinary creations, you can
also partake in traditional games that add an extra layer of excitement to the festivities. Test
your skills at goldfish scooping or try your luck at catching prizes in a yoyo fishing game. These
activities not only provide entertainment but also foster a sense of camaraderie as you join
fellow festival-goers in friendly competition.

With festive drinks flowing and laughter filling the air from both children and adults enjoying
these traditional games, it's no wonder that Obon Festival creates such an atmosphere of
belonging.



As day turns into night, lantern lighting ceremonies beckon you to continue your journey through
this enchanting celebration.

Lantern Lighting Ceremonies

As the sun sets and twilight blankets the festival grounds, anticipation builds for the
mesmerizing lantern lighting ceremonies that captivate attendees with their ethereal glow.

The air is filled with a sense of enchantment as families gather around, clutching their
handmade lanterns that they've spent weeks crafting with delicate precision. Lantern making
techniques passed down through generations are showcased, each one a testament to the skill
and artistry of its creator.

The symbolic meanings of these lanterns add an extra layer of depth to the festivities. As you
watch them being illuminated one by one, you can't help but be moved by the profound
symbolism they hold. Each flickering light represents a loved one who has passed away, guiding
them back home during this sacred time of remembrance and reunion. It's a poignant reminder
that even in death, our connections endure.

Transitioning seamlessly into the subsequent section about floral decorations and symbolism,
let us explore how nature intertwines with culture in creating an atmosphere brimming with
beauty and meaning.

Floral Decorations and Symbolism

Floral arrangements, with their vibrant colors and delicate petals, create a visual tapestry that
infuses the festival with beauty and meaning. Can you imagine walking through a sea of
blossoms that seem to dance in harmony with the gentle breeze?

The red carpet for the Obon Festival is adorned with an array of stunning floral decorations,
each carefully chosen for its symbolic meanings. As you stroll along this exquisite path, let the
flowers guide your senses and transport you to a world where every bloom holds significance.

- Cherry Blossoms: These ethereal flowers symbolize the transient nature of life and serve as a
reminder to appreciate every fleeting moment. Their delicate pink hues evoke feelings of beauty,
grace, and renewal.

- Chrysanthemums: Known as 'kikus in Japanese, these blooms hold great importance in
Japanese culture. They represent longevity, loyalty, and resilience. Admiring these radiant
flowers can inspire us to embody these qualities in our own lives.

- Lilies: With their pure white petals and sweet fragrance, lilies are often associated with purity
and innocence. They also symbolize rebirth and new beginnings, making them a fitting choice



for the Obon Festival's celebration of ancestral spirits.

These floral arrangements not only add splendor to the festival but also carry profound meaning
that resonates deep within our souls. As you immerse yourself in this sea of blossoms, let their
symbolism awaken your spirit and connect you to something greater than yourself.

Now let's delve into the fascinating world of kimonos and yukatas as we explore their
preparation and meaning during this joyful occasion.

Transitioning seamlessly into the subsequent section about 'preparation' and meaning of
kimonos and yukatas without writing 'step’, we now turn our attention to another integral aspect
of the Obon Festival experience.

Preparation and Meaning of Kimonos and Yukatas

Immerse yourself in the enchanting world of kimonos and yukatas, as we uncover their
preparation and profound meaning during this captivating celebration.

Kimonos, known for their elegance and timeless beauty, have been an integral part of Japanese
fashion for centuries. These traditional garments are meticulously crafted using exquisite fabrics
and intricate designs, showcasing the rich cultural heritage of Japan. As a fashion statement,
kimonos symbolize grace, refinement, and sophistication. They're carefully tailored to fit the
body perfectly, accentuating its natural curves while exuding an aura of charm and allure.

On the other hand, yukatas are lightweight cotton garments primarily worn during summer
festivals like Obon. With their vibrant colors and playful patterns, yukatas capture the essence of
summertime joy and merriment. The loose-fitting nature of yukatas allows for ease of movement
in warm weather while maintaining a sense of style and tradition. Wearing a yukata signifies not
only a celebration but also a connection to Japanese culture and history.

As we delve into the importance of colors and patterns in traditional attire, you'll discover how
these elements play a significant role in expressing individuality within the context of collective
celebration.

Importance of Colors and Patterns in Traditional Attire

Step into a world of vibrant hues and intricate designs that bring to life the rich tapestry of
Japanese culture, allowing you to truly embrace the essence of this captivating celebration. The
importance of symbolism in traditional attire can't be overstated.

Each color and pattern holds deep significance, representing cultural diversity and historical
traditions that have been passed down through generations. By adorning yourself with these
carefully chosen elements, you not only participate in a visual feast but also become a part of



something much larger than yourself.

Colors: From the bold reds symbolizing joy and celebration to the serene blues evoking
calmness and tranquility, every color used in traditional attire carries its own message. These
colors reflect different emotions, experiences, and aspirations tied to various aspects of
Japanese society.

Patterns: Intricate patterns such as cherry blossoms, waves, or geometric shapes are
meticulously woven into kimonos and yukatas. They represent different elements found in
nature or convey stories from folklore that hold dear meaning for the Japanese people.

Cultural Diversity: Traditional attire showcases the diverse regional cultures within Japan itself.
Different regions have their own unique styles, patterns, and colors which allow individuals to
express their roots while celebrating the larger collective identity.

Historical Significance: The history behind each design goes beyond mere aesthetics; it's a
testament to Japan's rich heritage. Wearing these garments connects you with centuries-old
customs and traditions that continue to shape Japanese society today.

As you immerse yourself in this kaleidoscope of colors and patterns during Obon Festival
celebrations, take a moment to appreciate the profound significance they carry. From vibrant
reds symbolizing joyous moments to delicate patterns depicting tales of olden times - every
thread weaves together a narrative steeped in cultural diversity and tradition.

Now that you understand how clothing plays an essential role in expressing Japanese culture at
festivals like Obon, let's dive into another aspect of getting ready for the red carpet: hair and
makeup styles.

Hair and Makeup Styles for the Red Carpet

Get ready to dazzle the crowd with your stunning hair and makeup styles as you make a grand
entrance at this glamorous event.

The red carpet is the perfect opportunity to showcase your unique style and embrace the latest
hair trends. Whether you prefer sleek and sophisticated updos or flowing, romantic curls, there's
a hairstyle that will perfectly complement your attire for the Obon Festival.

To achieve an effortlessly chic look, seek inspiration from celebrity red carpet appearances.
Look for hairstyles that reflect your personality and enhance your natural beauty. From elegant
chignons adorned with delicate accessories to voluminous waves cascading down your
shoulders, there are endless possibilities to create a show-stopping look. Don't be afraid to
experiment with different textures and braiding techniques, as they can add an unexpected twist
to your overall ensemble.



Now that you've mastered the art of creating mesmerizing hair and makeup styles, it's time to
learn about etiquette and traditions during the red carpet ceremony.

Etiquette and Traditions During the Red Carpet
Ceremony

As you make your way down the illustrious pathway, it's essential to adhere to the established
customs and observe the time-honored traditions that accompany the highly anticipated red
carpet affair.

Etiquette plays a crucial role during this grand event, as it sets the tone for an atmosphere of
elegance and sophistication. From the moment you step onto that crimson carpet, remember to
greet fellow attendees with grace and charm, engaging in polite conversation and exchanging
warm smiles. A firm handshake or a respectful nod of acknowledgment can go a long way in
creating a sense of camaraderie amongst the celebrants. Furthermore, it's customary to
maintain proper posture and poise while walking, exuding confidence and radiating charisma.
Remember, this isn't just any event; it's an occasion where every movement becomes poetry in
motion.

In addition to observing proper etiquette, one must also pay careful attention to the dress code
for such a prestigious gathering. The red carpet demands nothing short of sartorial excellence,
where fashion takes center stage alongside talent. Donning attire befitting the occasion
showcases your respect for tradition while allowing your unique style to shine through. Whether
you choose a classic black tuxedo or an elegant gown adorned with intricate details, ensure that
your ensemble reflects both your personality and appreciation for this revered festival.
Remember, each ouffit tells its own story on this hallowed ground.

With etiquette upheld and the dress code honored, let's now delve into some famous red carpet
moments from previous festivals without skipping a beat.

Famous Red Carpet Moments from Previous Festivals

Witness unforgettable moments on the illustrious pathway, as celebrities and artists from all over
the world leave their mark on history during this grand event.

The red carpet at the Obon Festival is not only a showcase for dazzling fashion trends but also
a platform for celebrity sightings. Each year, attendees eagerly await to catch a glimpse of their
favorite stars strutting down the red carpet, showcasing their unique style and glamor.

From stunning designer gowns to tailored suits, the red carpet becomes a runway of sartorial
excellence. Fashion trends are set ablaze as celebrities push boundaries with their bold
choices, inspiring fans and fashion enthusiasts alike.



As you stand among the crowd, you can feel the electricity in the air, mingling with fellow
admirers who share your love for both artistry and elegance.

The red carpet has witnessed some truly iconic moments throughout previous festivals. It has
become a stage where dreams come true and legends are born.

Who could forget that breathtaking moment when an up-and-coming actress made her debut in
a show-stopping gown? Or when a renowned musician surprised everyone by sporting an
unconventional yet striking ensemble? These memorable instances are etched into our
collective memory forever.

The anticipation builds as you imagine being part of these extraordinary moments yourself —
capturing them through your own lens or even participating in them firsthand.

As we delve deeper into participation and involvement in the red carpet ceremony, let us explore
how you can become an integral part of this cultural extravaganza without missing a beat.

Participation and Involvement in the Red Carpet
Ceremony

Immerse yourself in the electrifying atmosphere of the illustrious pathway, where dreams are
realized and legends are born. Discover how you can become an integral part of this cultural
extravaganza and experience the thrill of participating in the red carpet ceremony.

The red carpet for the Obon Festival is not just a stage for celebrities and VIPs; it is a space that
welcomes everyone to showcase their unique style and contribute to the rich tapestry of
tradition. Here's how you can be part of this remarkable event:

1. Dress to impress: As you step onto the red carpet, make sure your attire reflects the essence
of Japanese culture. Traditional garments such as kimono or yukata are popular choices,
adorned with intricate patterns and vibrant colors that symbolize celebration and joy.

2. Join the procession: Walking down the red carpet is not a solitary experience but a collective
celebration of community spirit. Take part in the grand procession alongside locals, visitors,
performers, and dignitaries alike, as you honor ancestors and pay respect to Japanese
traditions.

3. Embrace cultural significance: The red carpet ceremony holds deep cultural significance
during the Obon Festival. It represents a symbolic bridge connecting past generations with
present ones while celebrating unity, diversity, and gratitude for life's blessings. By participating
in this time-honored tradition, you become an ambassador for preserving these values.



Now that you know how to be an active participant in this mesmerizing spectacle, let's explore
another captivating aspect - capturing the beauty of the red carpet in photos and videos without
missing a beat!

Capturing the Beauty of the Red Carpet in Photos and
Videos

Step into the vibrant world of the illustrious pathway and capture the breathtaking allure of this
cultural extravaganza with your camera or smartphone.

As you step onto the red carpet, be prepared to witness a dazzling display of red carpet fashion.
The Obon Festival is not just about paying homage to ancestors; it's also an occasion for
individuals to showcase their sense of style and creativity.

From traditional kimono robes adorned with intricate embroidery to modern interpretations that
blend contemporary fashion trends with elements of Japanese culture, you'll find a diverse
range of outfits that truly captivate the eye.

Not only can you capture the beauty of these stunning ensembles, but you can also immerse
yourself in the atmosphere that surrounds the red carpet. The air is filled with excitement as
participants eagerly await their turn on this iconic pathway. The sound of traditional music fills
the air, adding a melodic backdrop to your visual journey.

Take a moment to observe the smiles on people's faces and feel their genuine happiness
radiate through your camera lens. By capturing these moments, you're not only documenting an
event but also becoming a part of it.

Transitioning into the subsequent section about 'cultural pride and identity displayed on the red
carpet,' we delve deeper into how this celebration serves as a platform for individuals to express
their heritage and share their cultural roots with others around them.

Cultural Pride and Identity Displayed on the Red
Carpet

As you enter the vibrant world of the illustrious pathway, prepare to be enveloped in a tapestry
of cultural pride and identity that shines like a constellation of diverse stars.

The red carpet at the Obon Festival is not just a platform for fashion, but an emblematic display
of cultural fashion trends and individuality.

Each attendee uses their attire as a canvas to showcase their heritage, paying homage to their
roots while celebrating the present moment.



From traditional kimonos adorned with intricate patterns and vibrant colors to modern
interpretations that fuse contemporary styles with timeless elegance, the red carpet becomes a
living gallery of sartorial artistry.

Celebrity ambassadors play a crucial role in amplifying this celebration of cultural pride on the
red carpet.

With their influential status and global reach, they become vehicles for spreading awareness
about different cultures and traditions.

As these ambassadors grace the red carpet, they don't wear attire that speaks volumes about
their connection to their own heritage or appreciation for other cultures.

Their presence not only adds glamor but also serves as an invitation for others to embrace
diversity and explore new dimensions of self-expression through fashion.

Transitioning into the subsequent section about the evolution and modernization of the red
carpet ceremony, we delve deeper into how this platform has transformed over time while still
holding onto its rich cultural significance.

Evolution and Modernization of the Red Carpet
Ceremony

As you bask in the radiant glow of cultural pride and identity on the red carpet, it becomes
apparent that this timeless tradition hasn't remained stagnant over the years.

With each passing Obon Festival, the red carpet ceremony evolves and embraces
modernization, reflecting the dynamic nature of Japanese culture.

From its humble beginnings as a simple pathway adorned with vibrant fabrics to its current
grandeur with dazzling lights and cutting-edge technology, the red carpet has truly transformed.

The evolution of the red carpet ceremony is a testament to Japan's commitment to preserving
traditions while embracing progress.

As the world around us continues to change at a rapid pace, it's heartening to witness how this
cherished tradition adapts and thrives.

The incorporation of modern elements into the red carpet ceremony not only adds an air of
excitement but also serves as a reminder that even within tradition lies room for growth and
innovation.



With each passing year, the red carpet becomes a symbol of Japan's rich heritage fused with
contemporary influences.

Its evolution and modernization have allowed it to transcend time and become an emblematic
representation of Japanese culture's resilience in embracing both old and new.

As we delve deeper into exploring the legacy of the red carpet and its impact on Japanese
culture, let's embark on a journey that unveils hidden treasures awaiting our discovery.

The Legacy of the Red Carpet and Its Impact on
Japanese Culture

Amidst the radiance and allure of the vibrant pathway, a profound legacy is woven into the fabric
of Japanese culture, forever shaped by the transformative impact of the red carpet ceremony.

This iconic tradition has left an indelible mark on Japanese society, influencing not only how
individuals perceive themselves but also how they connect with their community and heritage.
The red carpet has become a symbol of prestige and honor, embodying the values of respect,
elegance, and unity that are deeply rooted in Japanese culture.

The legacy impact of the red carpet extends far beyond its superficial glamor. It serves as a
powerful reminder of Japan's rich history and traditions, instilling a sense of pride in its people.
By walking this revered path, individuals are reminded of their place within the larger tapestry of
Japanese society and their responsibility to uphold its values.

Furthermore, the red carpet ceremony fosters a collective identity among participants who share
a common goal: to showcase Japan's cultural achievements to the world. It acts as a unifying
force that brings people together from all walks of life, transcending social barriers and creating
an atmosphere of inclusivity.

The red carpet ceremony holds immense significance in Japanese culture due to its lasting
legacy impact. It serves as a testament to Japan's commitment to preserving its heritage while
embracing modernity. This cherished tradition not only captivates with its splendor but also
touches hearts by evoking a sense of belonging and pride in being part of such an extraordinary
culture.

As individuals walk along this hallowed path, they carry with them not just their own hopes and

dreams but also those entrusted upon them by generations past—a testament to the enduring
power and influence of the red carpet on Japanese society.

Frequently Asked Questions



What are the different types of traditional dances and music
performed during the Obon Festival?

During the Obon Festival, you'll be captivated by the traditional dances and music performances
that fill the air with enchantment and joy.

One fascinating statistic that will pique your interest is the incredible variety of traditional dances
showcased during this vibrant celebration. From the elegant and graceful movements of Nihon
Buyo to the lively and energetic Bon Odori, each dance tells a story steeped in cultural history
and significance.

Accompanying these mesmerizing performances are an array of melodious music renditions,
ranging from hauntingly beautiful flute solos to heart-pounding taiko drumming ensembles.

As you immerse yourself in these captivating displays of artistry, you'll feel a sense of belonging
as you become part of a rich tradition that has been passed down through generations.

So join in on the festivities, let your spirit soar to the rhythm, and embrace the magic that awaits
you at the Obon Festival!

What are some popular delicious food and festive treats that are
commonly enjoyed during the festival?

During the Obon festival, you'll find yourself immersed in a world of delectable delights and
mouth watering treats. Popular food options abound, from savory street snacks to sweet
indulgences that'll leave your taste buds tingling with delight.

The festival is a celebration of joy and togetherness, and what better way to bond than over
delicious festive treats? You'll discover an array of tantalizing options such as takoyaki, those
delightful octopus-filled dumplings that are crispy on the outside and soft on the inside.

And let's not forget about yukata-themed ice cream, a unique fusion of traditional Japanese
attire and frozen sweetness that's as visually stunning as it is delicious. Whether you're craving
something savory or have a sweet tooth that needs satisfying, the Obon festival has got you
covered with its popular food offerings and festive treats that are sure to leave you wanting
more.

So come one, come all, and indulge in these culinary delights while immersing yourself in the
vibrant atmosphere of this beloved cultural celebration!

How are lantern lighting ceremonies incorporated into the Obon
Festival?



Step into the enchanting world of the Obon Festival, where lantern lighting ceremonies
illuminate the night sky with their ethereal glow.

Like a beacon in the darkness, these lanterns symbolize more than just illumination; they
represent a profound cultural significance that transcends time and space.

As you witness the flickering flames dance upon each delicate lantern, you can't help but feel a
sense of connection to something greater than yourself. It's as if these luminous orbs are
guiding you on a journey of remembrance and celebration, honoring ancestors and embracing
community.

The act of lighting these lanterns is not simply about providing light; it's about kindling the spirit
within us all and fostering a deep sense of belonging.

What are the symbolic meanings behind the floral decorations used
during the festival?

Symbolic meanings are deeply intertwined with the floral decorations used during the festival.
These vibrant blooms, carefully selected and arranged, convey a profound message that
resonates with the essence of Obon. The flowers symbolize purity, beauty, and impermanence,
reminding us of the transient nature of life itself.

Each blossom represents a moment in time, blooming and fading away just like our own
existence. As you immerse yourself in this enchanting display of colors and fragrances, you
can't help but feel a sense of connection to something greater than yourself.

These floral decorations serve as a gentle reminder that we are all part of a larger tapestry,
woven together by the threads of shared experiences and emotions. So let yourself be
captivated by their beauty and allow them to ignite your own longing for belonging - for in these
delicate petals lies an invitation to celebrate life's fleeting moments while cherishing the bonds
that unite us all.

How do participants prepare for and choose their kimonos and
yukatas for the red carpet ceremony?

Choosing kimonos and staying up-to-date with Yukata fashion trends is an essential part of
preparing for the red carpet ceremony. It's a chance to showcase your unique style and make a
statement among the crowd.

The process starts with careful consideration of colors, patterns, and designs that not only flatter
you but also reflect your personality. Whether it's a classic, traditional kimono or a modern twist
on the Yukata, there are endless options to choose from.



As fashion evolves, so do the trends surrounding these iconic garments, making it exciting to
explore new possibilities each year. So take your time, browse through magazines and online
forums for inspiration, and let your imagination run wild as you search for that perfect ensemble
that will make heads turn on the red carpet.

Conclusion

As you bid farewell to the vibrant red carpet of the Obon Festival, take a moment to reflect on
the captivating journey you've embarked upon.

The rich history and significance of this traditional celebration have unfolded before your eyes,
revealing a tapestry of cultural pride and identity woven into every intricate detail.

From the mesmerizing dances accompanied by soul-stirring music, to the tantalizing array of
delicious food and festive treats that delighted your taste buds, this festival has truly been an
experience like no other.

But it's not just the sights and sounds that leave an indelible mark on your heart; it's also the
lantern lighting ceremonies that illuminate the night sky with their gentle glow, symbolizing both
remembrance and hope.

As you witnessed these poignant moments, you couldn't help but feel a sense of unity with
those around you — a shared understanding that life's fleeting nature should be celebrated and
cherished.

Now, as you capture one final snapshot on your camera or phone, remember that this red
carpet experience is more than just a fleeting moment in time. It's an embodiment of Japanese
culture's resilience and adaptability over centuries - an evolution that continues to modernize
while honoring its age-old traditions.

Like a phoenix rising from ashes, the Obon Festival's legacy burns brightly in hearts across
Japan - reminding us all to embrace our past while embracing our future.

So as you walk away from this enchanting event, let its beauty linger in your memory like a
sweet melody that plays softly in your mind. Allow yourself to be inspired by its timeless
elegance and grace - for just as each step on the red carpet leads us towards new horizons, so
too does each moment spent celebrating our heritage bring us closer to understanding
ourselves and our place in this world.

Embrace these lessons with open arms, for they're gifts bestowed upon us by tradition itself -
treasures waiting patiently beneath life's ever-unfolding red carpets
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