
 

GEHS School Counseling Senior Checklist 
 

Step 1: Attend Senior Fall Meeting (September-October)  
​Sign up for an appointment with your School Counselor–check your August email for the link  
​Complete GBE Senior Fall Survey in SchooLinks 
​Attend Senior Fall Meeting appointment (reschedule, if needed) 
​Review RAM Time presentation (Fall of Senior Year) 
 

Step 2: Apply to at Least 3 Post-Secondary Options (September-December)  
​ Investigate multiple options based on your goals (college, trades, apprenticeships, military) 
​Check ‘To Do List’ in SchooLinks and complete important action items 
​Create application account on Common App  
​Sign up for College Rep Visits at East in SchooLinks under School Events (schedule) 
 

Step 3:  Using SchooLInks for College Applications  
​Watch SchooLinks Video on College Application Manager 
​Update college favorites list in SchooLinks 
​Update College Application Manager in SchooLinks - View slide show for step-by-step instructions 
​Link SchooLinks & Common App accounts in SchooLinks College Application Manager 
​ If a transcript is required, it will automatically be requested via SchooLinks 
​Send ACT/SAT scores on your own, if needed (check with college) 
 

Step 4: Request Teacher | Counselor Recommendations (ONLY if required)  
​Check in SchooLinks to see if a teacher/counselor letter of recommendation is required 
​ If required, request a teacher rec in-person or via email (2-3 weeks prior to deadline) 
​Update Profile/Resume under Students icon in SchooLinks if Teacher or Counselor Rec is required 
​ Invite your teacher via SchooLinks 
 

Step 5:  Finances 
​Create your FSA ID Account (student and parent) and gather required documents 
​Complete the 2026-27 FAFSA beginning in October to satisfy graduation requirement and gather 
required documentsCreate Account | Federal Student Aid 

​ If not eligible to complete the FAFSA, fill out Alternative App for Illinois Financial Aid 
​ If you are not planning on filing for financial aid, complete the FAFSA Nonparticipation Form  

​Use the Net Price Calculator to get an estimate of the potential cost for each college 
​Apply for scholarships through SchooLinks, including the GEHS Local Scholarship  

 
Step 6:  Finalize Post-High School Plans (May 1st deadline)  

​Complete the mandatory Post High School Survey in SchooLinks under April’s ‘To Do’s’ 
​Schedule Senior Exit Meeting with School Counselor (April) 
​Update your Enrollment Decision in SchooLinks to request Final Transcript 
​Compare Financial Aid Award Letters/ SchooLinks Resource 

 

 

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1MGp_95yeN3CvI_VbofNxZ338MBdgSsu4qCGDN8DVINc/edit
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1xi_o5HYzkFRqg1Qn97wlmbtEerAUBEW8XcJ8H70a_J8/edit#heading=h.qdxkzshxxbye
https://www.commonapp.org/
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1w8IGhgfpHtSO6DVFveHXpSwmGHNAJXZT/view?usp=drive_link
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1FIVkyVc9SGNbFn9c4N2mb3tjVto_Knt7FjUIPP3tD9U/edit?tab=t.0
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1vtrbUbUgUVGwiC7r8r3M8_mF3CbqqgpM/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1vlkvtQCAuK_3hNn2K10Qjpkociezv5kM/view?usp=sharing
https://app.schoolinks.com/login/k12
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1Wn3rqr7aIqWKD_OloDaeO_NEyATdZAxl/view?usp=sharing
https://www.commonapp.org/
https://www.act.org/content/act/en/products-and-services/the-act/scores/sending-your-scores.html
https://satsuite.collegeboard.org/sat/scores/send-scores-to-colleges/sending-scores
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1QUP3Xiw7RsWX2rAcaT_3SLAaBiHpXJ5MjUuqDyRxIgU/edit
https://app.schoolinks.com/login/k12
https://studentaid.gov/fsa-id/create-account/launch
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1sVozCXntzqxV8yguLie2FKPWet6wcUoUtz8hMQ_3oOI/edit?usp=sharing
https://studentaid.gov/h/apply-for-aid/fafsa
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1-NEMbyGQqGlhzxpgd-YsFLv2Y_8b-7i1snWSUdd6JO4/edit
https://studentaid.gov/fsa-id/create-account/launch
https://studentaid.gov/understand-aid/eligibility/requirements
https://studentportal.isac.org/en/web/guest/alternativeapp?p_p_id=Rise_WAR_Riseportlet&p_p_lifecycle=1&p_p_state=normal&p_p_mode=view&p_p_col_id=column-1&p_p_col_count=1&_Rise_WAR_Riseportlet__facesViewIdRender=%2Fviews%2Frise%2Fhome.xhtml
https://www.isac.org/home/fafsa/media/Non-Participation-Form.pdf?v2
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1YwWrf4bY1rZGCMKfKUD2J6MVpDeI_eP3S4hYR6bynC0/edit
https://drive.google.com/file/d/17He01EvXH4B-_tIJ23EwneR8zwXsqRBI/view?usp=drive_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1lWHNKlLimyxwi1ionuYzK4nLDjCA5Ky3/view?usp=drive_link


Resources:   
Please know that your School Counselor is one of your best resources and is here to help both you and 
your family throughout your senior year.  Listed below are additional resources that can be of assistance.   
 
These resources and more can be found on the School Counseling website. 
 

Academic Program 
Guidebook 

College of DuPage Checklist Graduation 
Requirements 

SchooLinks 

Athletics (College) College Award Letter 
Comparison Tool 

Military Testing 

Career Advisor Financial Aid|Scholarships  Ram College Report Trades/Apprenticeships 

College Free College Applications Resources for 
Undocumented Students 

Español 

 

 

Follow us on Instagram @GECounselors  

 

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1xNBf9Fa8j1-9XdJkzM6yIiK6O4NAPNYEEVUJhItNb-8/edit?usp=sharing
https://www.glenbardeasths.org/school-counseling/
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1PllrvfyKhLlFYdIUVI6A-k9LInnDPBCf01Xu5imtyZQ/edit?tab=t.0#heading=h.ujbspyo0oa4o
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1PllrvfyKhLlFYdIUVI6A-k9LInnDPBCf01Xu5imtyZQ/edit?tab=t.0#heading=h.ujbspyo0oa4o
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1WC9MyRAcPYU9QmTi3uWf86J8VE151-Ny4mwK1CJdYuA/edit
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1AhLpFJwwWVa-O5Rnav6DzxlKAaQE7YswuxXsuG1qWvE/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1AhLpFJwwWVa-O5Rnav6DzxlKAaQE7YswuxXsuG1qWvE/edit?usp=sharing
https://app.schoolinks.com/login/k12
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1_zM4tTzumTLKf4dNceBORSavpr9ztLIz56Wm5xufC6Y/edit
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1ikyL2zTejXH675Kpiyi8nWIdkh77rAcy5bsds--sD4Q/copy?urp=gmail_link#gid=1302716039
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1ikyL2zTejXH675Kpiyi8nWIdkh77rAcy5bsds--sD4Q/copy?urp=gmail_link#gid=1302716039
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