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Synopsis
Cinema Strada is a sentimental memoir film about Hong Kong, tracing the life and

times of Law Kar. Having dedicated his life to cinema and the arts, he shows how
cinema accompanied him through the complicated and ever-changing world. From
his earliest memories of the war, through the polarized era of the Cold War and the
boom era in Hong Kong, Law Kar reflects on the ebbs and flows of time and the
challenges of deciphering truth from lies. He also probes the role of art in times of
crisis.

NICHE: Cold War politics, East-West Culture, Hong Kong History, Cinema Culture,
Post-colonialism

FEF & ¥ Movie Information

A4 Title: (EFEIR) Cinema Strada

ZE#& LB B EA HK Release Date: (2024454 H278 / April 27,2024

F#& Genre: #28% / Documentary

$EE Language: BEE E:EE Cantonese, English

A & Duration: 1067 &

#& 5| Rating: 1A
https://www.youtube.com/@CinemaStrada-lg
71z

YA Trailer: (T #k Download)
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& Director: FE & Donna Ong

#®E| Scriptwriter: # . T®H Law Kar, Donna Ong

BZ&! producer: #£+. TR & Law Kar, Donna Ong
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Ann Hui Film Director - “ | felt a lot of emotions watching this film... | think
this is a document. It shouldn't just be for us old people to enjoy... but should
be shown to young people or new audiences... because it really has a lot of
emotions and opinions.”
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Yim Ho Film Director - “I've never seen a Hong Kong documentary this good.
I've never seen a Hong Kong documentary that talks about Hong Kong from
such a brilliant perspective. With such rich material, | truly felt like | was
transported back in time. This feeling is truly precious. No other Hong Kong
documentary deals with Hong Kong of that era”
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Yon Fan Film Director - “l was completely absorbed. During those 104
minutes, | didn't dare go to the restroom because | was afraid I'd miss some
important and exciting footage, so | sat here the entire time. | finally rushed
out after 104 minutes. | hope everyone will recommend this film. This film is
more than just three simple words "sound, film, road." This is the
embodiment of Hong Kong. ”
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Writer Lo Wai Luen (Xiao Si) - “This film isn't just Law Kar's story; it's Hong
Kong's story... We are nostalgic, but without the past, we wouldn't see the
current generation still blindly pursuing, struggling, reflecting, and recklessly
advancing. That's why it must be shown to young people... While we certainly
feel nostalgic, we all reflect on the past, what we've done and what we
haven't done in our lives, so we can understand how to navigate the future.
Thank you for giving me such a thrill today. | haven't felt this emotional in a
long time. Thank you.”
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MOVIE MOVIE General manager Joycelyn Choi - “A very enlightening film that
provides great comfort in an era of great confusion”
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Chang King Hung Scholar - “The value of this film is not just for cinema
history, but for the whole history of Hong Kong and China.”

o ERFLEEEM-EHNAMEFTEANAEGREALRR, RAER. ]
James Mak Stage director - “An enlightening film that will inspire youngsters
in deciding their path in life”
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Telling a story of Hong Kong through the life of film critic Law Kar

Cinema Strada is a captivating documentary that weaves together the life story of
film critic Law Kar with the rich tapestry of Hong Kong cinema. Through Law Kar's
experiences, the film paints a deeply personal portrait of a city in constant
transformation.

The film began as a personal project in 2020, but with widespread encouragement,
director Donna Ong expanded it into a more comprehensive exploration. This new
version, meticulously crafted over nine months, incorporates not only newly filmed
segments but also a wealth of archival footage.

Media Contact: cinemastrada@gmail.com
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Law Kar's story starts in 1940s Macau, where after completing his primary and
secondary education, he ventures to Hong Kong for further studies. He became a
writer for the Chinese Student Weekly, pouring his passion into film reviews, film
clubs, and even short films with fellow cinephiles.

During the height of the Cold War, Law Kar grew up under British colonial rule in
Hong Kong. This tumultuous period challenged Law Kar's understanding of right and
wrong, and the documentary delves into his struggle to interpret morality amidst the
chaotic and divided society.

In the 1970s, he joined a television station during a period of significant change —
MaclLehose's new administration. Law Kar actively contributes to the revitalization of
the local film and television industry, film education, and cultural exchange. As Law
Kar enters his middle and later years, we see a man dedicated to researching the
history of Hong Kong and Chinese cinema, choosing a simple life steeped in tradition.

Cinema Strada utilizes a rich tapestry of archival footage and an artistic touch to
evoke a poignant sense of nostalgia as Law Kar embarks on a self-reflective journey.
It provides a unique perspective on Hong Kong cinema, as seen through the eyes of
Law Kar, a prominent figure in the industry. The film captures the essence of the past
while exploring the present, offering a deep exploration of Law Kar's personal and
ideological evolution.

Media Contact: cinemastrada@gmail.com
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Words from Producer Law Kar

The years 2019 and 2020 were marked by great changes, and | found myself putting
my memoirs on hold. | happened to show them to Donna Ong, who has a keen eye
for film history and cultural identity. She suggested that it could be transformed into
an audiovisual memoir, and together we spent months working on the script.
However, the most difficult hurdle was raising funds. | had to use up a good portion
of my savings to start filming, and with the help of Donna and a few friends, we
managed to shoot and edit several versions that were not yet ready for public
release. Progress was slow and arduous, and at one point, the project came to a
standstill. In the end, | decided to self-finance the film, and Donna took up the reins
again as director and editor to create the final version of Cinema Strada that is now
being released.

Words from Director Donna Ong
The motivation to make a documentary about film heritage and Hong Kong/Chinese

politics is a convergence of my background as a film scholar and former political
analyst. After watching Kevin Brownlow’s 1980 series Hollywood that revived the
history of silent films, | was inspired to make something similar about Hong Kong’s
vibrant film industry of the 80s and 90s that is fast being forgotten. As a first step
towards a larger project, | found a perfect subject for a documentary feature in the
veteran film cultural figure Law Kar and his 80-year life with cinema. The unexpected
revelation that he had once been a cultural activist naturally shifted the film's focus
from a history of cinema to an exploration of Hong Kong’s cultural and political
development. By sharing Law Kar’s frustrations in navigating a world of competing
ideologies during the Cold War and his search for his Chinese identity living under
colonial rule in the last century, | hope this cinematic journey may inspire more
understanding over judgment in today's increasingly troubled and polarised world.
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Donna ONG is an academic turned filmmaker.
She double majored in Film Studies and
Political Science at Yale University as an
undergraduate and completed her doctorate
at the University of Hong Kong’s Comparative
Literature Department. Cinema Strada (2024)
is her first documentary film.
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Kong after secondary school to pursue his
higher education. After graduation, he joined
the editorial team of Chinese Student Weekly,
where he wrote reviews and commentaries
that inspired a generation of film lovers, many
who became major figures in HK’s movie and
cultural industries. He also co-founded a film
club with a group of like-minded young people
and produced independent short films. He
worked in television during the golden age of
the 1970s and 1980s, and returned to the field
of film culture in the Film Cultural Centre, HK
international film festival and Hong Kong Film
Archive. After retirement, he has been actively
involved in the production of documentaries.
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