
 

                                                                               

The distance is short when the tragedy is long 
Assistance and Prudence: The Difficult American path in the face of the crisis in Syria 
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The war in Syria is not over for those living amidst rubble, refugee camps, and makeshift 
hospitals. Millions still face hunger, cold, and fear, while a new government tries to establish 
itself amidst instability. The question that resonates is simple and difficult: what will the 
United States do for these lives? 
The country is genuinely weary of wars and foreign spending, but compassion should not fall 
victim to political fatigue. Sanctions may restrain authoritarian leaders, but they also 
suffocate families who only ask for food, medicine, and safety. The world 's greatest power 



does not need to save Syria alone — it only needs to act so that innocent people do not pay 
the price of indecision. 
The geographic distance is great, but the moral responsibility is immediate. The choice in the 
face of Syria's pain doesn't just define their future. It also defines who we are. 
At the center of it all are ordinary people — mothers who have lost children, young people 
who have never known peace, elderly people who just want to die in their homes. They don't 
ask for grandiose speeches, just food, medicine, and security. American foreign policy prides 
itself on defending human rights, but what good is rhetoric if compassion is always the first to 
be sacrificed? 
Geographical distance may be great, but moral distance is measured in actions. If America 
wants to continue to be seen as a beacon of principle, now is the time to prove that its light 
doesn't dim when the bill is high. 
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