Welcoming Families in your Bulletin

After finding your church (signage!!) and being greeted, the next place a family will look for a welcome is in
your bulletin.

Things to remember:

e Make it stand out
o Don’t make it just a line in your general welcome statement. They might miss it.
o Give it a header or put the wording in bold to catch their attention.

e Tell them your expectations
o Hopefully, these expectations are that kids will be kids and all are welcome as they are!
o Give some examples - it’'s okay if they wiggle and chatter, etc.

e Share your resources available
o If you have busy bags, tell them where to find those.
o If you have a pray-ground space, tell them where it is and why (ie: sitting in the front allows your
little ones to see what is going on instead of the backs of heads).
If you have a nursery, tell where it is and guidelines .
If you are doing children’s church, explain when and where to bring children to join it.
Note where the restrooms are - especially ones with a changing table.

e Say something to everyone without kids
o The hardest part about having kids in church is the reaction of everyone else!
o Encourage them to welcome the children and deal with it.
o If you have an alternative service that they can attend, mention that.

e Use Jesus’ example
o Jesus said, “Let the children come to me.” This is who we are emulating!
o Using Scripture gives a little more power to your statements.



Example from around our diocese:
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