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I. FOUNDATION OF THE PRINCIPLE 

It is a universal maxim, observed in both military and legal tradition, that **he who leaves 
the field first loses**. ​
The Latin phrase *“Qui prior discessit, victus est”* translates to “He who departs first is 
conquered.” ​
In both ancient and modern forms, the field represents the arena of *honor, remedy,* and 
*jurisdiction*. ​
To remain upon the field is to stand in truth; to abandon it is to yield by default.​
 

II. APPLICATION IN LAW AND EQUITY 

Once lawful **notice** has been issued, the field of honor is opened between the parties. 
The one who departs—by failing to respond, rebut, ​
or engage in good faith—**abandons the field** and forfeits both standing and remedy.​
​
This doctrine is mirrored in equity, commercial law, and the **Uniform Commercial Code**:​
​
- **UCC § 1-202(b):** A person “has notice” of a fact when they have actual knowledge, 
receive notification, or have reason to know.  ​
- **UCC § 2-207:** Silence or failure to timely object constitutes assent to terms offered.  ​
- **Common Law Maxim:** “He who fails to deny admits.” (*Qui non negat fatetur.*)​
​
The courts of both law and commerce regard the record as the field itself. To fail to answer a 
properly served notice is to concede the matter through inaction.​
 

III. PRINCIPLE IN EQUITY AND HONOR 

Equity demands balance between right and remedy. The party who issues notice in good 
faith stands as creditor in honor; ​
the party who ignores or abandons notice stands as debtor in dishonor. Default is not 
punishment — it is acknowledgment of imbalance.​
​
Thus, the maxim applies:  ​
> *To stand in honor is to remain upon the field;  ​
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> To flee from notice is to yield both right and remedy.*​
 

IV. TEACHING AND REFLECTION 

This principle is taught not as aggression, but as discipline. The student of private remedy 
learns that **honor is the true jurisdiction** — ​
to stand calm, firm, and timely upon the record. Every process, whether administrative or 
judicial, tests who will remain standing. ​
Those who know and act are the creditors; those who ignore and flee become the debtors of 
silence.​
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