
Day 1 Class Handout 

Student Definitions 

Antiracist (adj.)  
Example:“We Shall Not Be Moved!” 
These bold words were written across 
the large banner that unified young 
black men and women from Buffalo’s 
Dante Place Housing Project. In 1960, 
35 representatives from the Dante 
Tenants Defense League and Mother’s 
Alliance boarded a bus to New York 
City to protest for their right to 
affordable integrated housing in front of 
the NYS Housing Commissioner James 
Gaynor. 

✎ In your own words define ‘antiracist’: 
 

​
Racist (adj.) 
Example:The leaders of the real estate board in Buffalo 
encouraged real estate agents not to show homes to Black 
families in white neighborhoods. They worked to steer African 
Americans into the Masten area of Buffalo. 

 ✎In your own words define ‘racist’: 
 
 
 
 
 
 

1 

 



Day 1 Class Handout 

Racist Policy 
Example: The underwriting manual for the National Housing Act (see optional excerpt below) 
recommended that across the United States, restrictions be used to limit where people could or could 
not live. These restrictions are called racial covenants. Created by people in power, racial covenants 
were racist agreements in property deeds (ownership papers) that prevented Black, Brown, Italian, 
Asian, Polish, and Jewish people from living on and owning a piece of land. 

Harry and Robert Yates carried out this policy by placing racially restrictive covenants in Orchard 
Park, NY (see optional information below). 

 

✎ In your own words define ‘systemic racism: 
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Day 1 Exit Ticket​
​
✎ Match the word to the picture. 

Word Bank 

Antiracist Racist Racist Policy 
 

 

 

Aunt Jemima newspaper ad. 
 

 

 

Rochesterians protesting in support of the Black Lives  

 
Monroe County Legislature in 1939/40 voting 
on racist deed restrictions on the homes sold 
to developers 

 

✎ How is my cultural identity impacted by systemic racism? Or, how are 
people whose cultural identities that are different from mine impacted by 
structural racism? 
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