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Introduction  

On rare occasions, it may be necessary to close a school(s) due to emergency situations. If this occurs, 

the district will make every effort to ensure that our students’ educational opportunities continue while 

at home. The District has compiled a comprehensive collection of online content and digital resources 

and is providing computer hardware and software for students to check out for home use during the 

school closure period to ensure that students can continue their learning without interruption. 

The CCSD Virtual Learning Plan has four components: 

 • Learn from Home (LFH) Expectations for Staff, Students, Parents 

• Serving Special Education and EL Students 

• Computer Hardware 

• Internet Access 

Content Delivery is available on our Learn from Home (LFH) Symbaloo Page. The page has resources 

that students will use for core instruction and which materials can be used as supplemental resources 

to enhance core instruction. Also accessible from the LFH Symbaloo Page is Google Classrooms for K-8. 

This is our content management platform and will be the primary platform that supports content 

delivery and communication with students. 

 The section on Computer Hardware explains the steps the District is taking to ensure that any student 

who needs a computer to access the instructional resources will be provided with one, upon request, 

for the duration of the school’s closure. Internet access is a significant challenge in rural areas. The 

District has worked to establish partnerships with community stakeholders to provide reduced-cost 

internet service to students during emergency situations as well as educating families on options such 

as connecting with Pineland Telephone using the Learn from Home contract to get special discounts 

and using phones as “internet hot spots”. In addition, the state will provide three mobile internet buses 

to help increase connectivity throughout the county. 

 During this unprecedented and fluid situation, Candler County Schools are preparing for our students’ 

online education and will be providing regular communication with families. For information regarding 

this plan, technology help and frequently asked questions, students and parents should visit our District 

Website as well as https://www.symbaloo.com/embed/candlerstudents and click on LFH Symbaloo link 

found on the bottom right of the page. The document contains an overview of instructional and 

content delivery plans the District and schools will implement during this emergency school closure 

https://www.symbaloo.com/embed/candlerstudents
https://www.symbaloo.com/embed/candlerstudents


 
period. Please note that this document may change as information is acquired from the Georgia 

Department of Education. 

 

 

Overall Expectations 
 

Student success in an online setting is dependent upon many factors. Parental support, computer skills, 

habits of mind, and technology access are among these essential factors  

 

Student and Parent Expectations 

❏​ Students will need to have a computer at home and internet service. 

❏​ Parents and students must attend a mandatory online learning training that will be established 

and communicated prior to the start of LFH. 

❏​ The instructional level of LFH will be equal to a traditional classroom environment and much 

more rigorous than what was experienced in the spring of 2020. Grading will be the same as the 

established classroom grading system. 

❏​ Parents and students please do not share or repost any live streamed lessons or assignments on 

social media. 

❏​ Students must adhere to their daily schedules in order to be successful in the LFH model. For 

younger students, a caregiver must be available to make sure that the student logs in during 

scheduled live teaching sessions during the regular school day. Attendance online is essential. 

Please review the handbook to make sure you understand the attendance policy for your child’s 

school. 

❏​ Scheduled conferences/virtual meetings with the teacher will be scheduled at times that are 

convenient for the student and parent to have progress checks and learning discussions. 

Teachers will also have office hours for questions. If questions arise during non-office hours, an 

online learning webpage with frequently asked questions and help videos will be available. 

District and School Expectations 

❏​ Candler County Schools will rely on the Google Classroom platform where teachers will stream 

instruction live using Google Meets, use or design an online curriculum to help manage student 

learning, and post instructional assignments. 

❏​ Small group instruction will be held using Google Meets based on students’ needs and 

communicated in advance to ensure students are online at the appropriate times. 

❏​ Teachers will communicate their office hours to students and parents. 

❏​ Teachers will post schedules for students that clearly outlines timelines and due dates. 

❏​ Teachers will communicate live instructional times and how to access live instruction, agendas 

for completing assignments, and how to turn in assignments for feedback. 

❏​ Whether grades are standards-based or numerical, grades will be posted in PowerSchool. 



 
❏​ Special Education and ESOL Teachers will collaborate with general education to determine plans 

for their students. 

 

 

Serving Special Education and EL Students 

 

Serving Students with Disabilities 

 

1. Students with an IEP that will be learning from home should have the normal schedule in 

Powerschool as if they were physically present in the classroom. This will safeguard several things 

including funding and the ability to serve students, ensure FAPE is offered and etc..   

 

2. IEP Team meetings will be held for all students with an IEP that are LFH prior to the start of LFH, 

however these will not be Amendment Meetings, but rather Individualized Distance Learning Plan 

(IDLP) meetings. THE IDLP should outline the services that the student will receive during LFH. IEP's 

should not be changed to accommodate LFH. IDLPS should be completed by the team, and then 

uploaded into GOIEP by the Case Manager.   

 

3. Evaluations and progress monitoring are required and should continue on as normal. Evaluators will 

need to work through with the LFH parent to provide a space, location, etc. that the parent is 

comfortable enough to conduct the evaluations. (BOE, etc. ) 

 

4. As case managers prepare for Annual Reviews, a thorough Present Level of Performance will be 

needed to direct learning goals/services as well as address gaps that exist from Covid-Closures or other 

reasons why gaps are present.  

 
Serving EL Students (See ESOL Distance Learning Strategies and the Template for Service Delivery) 

 

1.​ The School District will Provide Translations/Interpretation Services 

Federal law requires that schools must communicate information about any program, service, or 

activity that is called to the attention of parents to limited English proficient parents in a language they 

can understand. School districts often share school materials, important news, and parent messages in 

additional languages. If you need information in your home language, please contact your local 

district/school for assistance. If you still are not provided with the important information you need in a 

language that you can understand, please contact Department staff to get help in addressing this. 

 

2.​ Teachers will Work Together to Support Your Child’s Language Development  

During remote learning, teachers are working together to find ways to help your child(ren) continue 

their English language development. During these times, content and ESL teachers are collaborating to 

plan and implement instruction for your children. Teachers are also working together to help students 

stay connected to their classmates and school community, and to feel safe and secure in the new 

https://www.gadoe.org/School-Improvement/Federal-Programs/Documents/English%20Learner%20Programs/ESOL%20Teacher%20Strategies%20Distance%20Learning%20Infographic.pdf
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1eD_yCniBZbZKGuEesodDGPHD7HqxIOGi/view?usp=sharing


 
remote learning classrooms. General Education and  ESOL teachers are available to support you and 

your child(ren) through these difficult times.  

 

3.​ Teachers will  Provide Support to English Learners 

School districts have a legal obligation to provide English learners with English language development 

instruction and access to grade-level instruction and assignments during remote learning. Teachers of 

English learners at all English proficiency levels provide instruction and activities in a way that is 

designed to help support your child’s understanding of the subject they are learning. They analyze the 

instruction, readings, and activities to make sure that their students understand and learn the content. 

Additionally, teachers ensure that English learners at the earlier stages of English proficiency are 

provided with more support than students who have more developed English language development 

skills.  

 

Guidance on Remote Learning for English Learners, which includes recommended strategies and 

resources to help teachers continue to provide services and to keep English learners engaged while 

they learn remotely is in place. 

 

4.​ English Learners with Disabilities: The U.S. Department of Education recently issued a fact sheet 

clarifying that during the COVID-19 pandemic, schools must continue to provide a free and appropriate 

public education (FAPE) to students with disabilities while protecting the health and safety of students, 

educators, and service providers. In these extraordinary circumstances, special education teachers and 

support personnel may provide services differently than they were provided when school buildings 

were open and fully operational. If a child has an Individualized Education Program (IEP), parents will 

receive information or documentation about how the school will provide remote special education 

services.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

 

 

 

Computer Hardware 

 

The Candler County School District is working to become 1:1. This means every K-12 student will have a 

Chromebook assigned directly to them for school use. In the event of school closures, students who 

have technology at home will be asked to leave this device at school to ensure we have them available 

upon return. However, in cases where families do not have appropriate devices to access online 

learning, parents and students will be allowed to check out devising following the Chromebook/Device 

Agreement in Appendix A. 

 

 

Internet Access: Connecting to Home Wifi 

 
There are a few areas around town that are available for families that do not have access to wifi and 

the internet. Those areas include the following: 

 

1.​ The Candler County library is offering free wifi. The location is 50 S Kennedy St, Metter, GA 

30439. To contact the public library call (912) 685-2455. There operating hours are from 

Monday-Thursday  10am to 5pm and  Saturday from  10am to 5pm (closed on Saturday during 

the lunch hour).  

 

2.​ Guest wifi access is also available in the parking lot at the schools and board office.  

 

3.​ The downtown park in Metter has free wifi with no code needed.  There is a log in at the 

downtown park in which it only asks for your name.  However, no password is required. 

 

4.​ Pineland Telephone is offering discounted rates for families that need to purchase internet 

services. 

 

5.​ Pineland Telephone is offering free wifi connection from specific locations. Please see the 

graphic on the next page for locations around the service area. 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 
 
 
 



 

 



 
Access to Technology Help 

 

Learn from Home Symbaloo page can be found at https://www.symbaloo.com/embed/candlerstudents 

by clicking on the LFH Symbaloo Icon. 

 

 

https://www.symbaloo.com/embed/candlerstudents

