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Vietnam tightens grip on social media influencers
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Song nglr Viét Anh

(VNTB) - “Lanh dao Dang Céng san Viét Nam ciing cé6 méi quan ngai giéng nhuv Trung

Qubc, nhung lai khéng c6 du cac bién phap cudng ché nén bi hoang twéng”.

Chinh quyén Viét Nam da bat git» mot YouTuber ndi tiéng vao tuan trwdc. Nhung tai

sao chinh quyén Viét Nam lai dan ap nhirng tiéng néi doc l1ap?

Nguyén Chi Tuyén, con goi la Anh Chi, bi bat gil tai Viét Nam véi cdo budc chdéng nha

nwédc hom thd Nam.

Nguyén Chi Tuyén dang bj diéu tra vi phd bién théng tin chéng lai nha nwéc Viét Nam

va sé bj giam bdn thang tai Ha N6i dé phuc vu diéu tra.
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Nguyén Chi Tuyén la mét trong nhirng nha hoat déng xa héi dan sw ndi tiéng nhat &
Viét Nam. Ong 1a thanh vién ctia “Nhém No-U”, mét nhém chéng Trung Québc bac bd
dwdng chir lwdi bo ctia Béc Kinh & Bién Déong.

Tap trung vao nhirng ngwéi cé anh hwéng quan trong

Nguyé&n Chi Tuyén cé cac kénh YouTube thanh céng, trong d6 c6 méot kénh ma anh

thao luan vé cac van dé dbéi ngoai — bao gdm ca cudc chién ctia Nga & Ukraine.

Zachary Abuza, gido s tai Dai hoc Chién tranh Qubc gia & Washington D.C., ngudi
tap trung vao chinh tri va an ninh B6ng Nam A, cho biét YouTuber nay la nha hoat déng

c6 anh huwdng méi nhat bi nham dén.

Ong néi véi DW: “Déi véi cac nha bao doc 1ap, da cé mat loat luat an ninh mang, nghi
dinh va chinh sach lam tang chi phi, 4p dung cac khoan phat dan sw va chuyén trach

nhiém kiém soat sang chinh cac nén tang truyén théng xa hoi”.

“Théng qua nhirng bién phap nay, chinh pha hy vong rang viéc tw kiém duyét sé giai

quyét cho ho rat nhiéu viéc.”

Ong néi thém: “Bd Codng an da tap trung chud y nhidu hon vao nhitng ngwdi cé anh

hwdng quan trong”.
‘Dam bao an ninh quéc gia’

Viét Nam la mot qudc gia Cong san doc dang & Bong Nam A, chinh pha Viét Nam cé
toan quyén kiém soat cac chirc nang clia nha nudc, cac td chirc xa hoi va truyén

théng.

Mac du Viét Nam c6 nén kinh té phat trién nhanh nhwng van bj mang tiéng xau vé

tham nhiing, kiém duyét chinh tri, nhan quyén va xa héi dan su.

Vao thang 2, c4c tai liéu bj rd ri tr B6 Chinh tri Viét Nam, co quan cé quyén quyét dinh
cao nhét cla chinh phu, d3 tiét |6 mot cai nhin sau sac hiém cé vé suy nghi cla cac

nha lanh dao Viét Nam.



Chi thi mé&i nay cho thdy cac chinh sach ctia Chinh phu Viét Nam nham muc dich “dam
bao an ninh quéc gia” nhw thé nao, bao gdm ca viéc ngdn chan xa héi dan sw dinh

hinh chinh sach cla d4t nuwéc va tao ra cac nhém déi lap.

Chi thj 24 dwoc The 88 Project, mot td chirc ¢ tru sé tai Hoa Ky van déng cho quyén

tw do ngdn luan & Viét Nam, thu thap va dich thuat.

Theo dy an, tinh dén hém nay, c6 176 nha hoat déng bi giam gi trong cac nha tu &

Viét Nam.

“Nguyén Phu Trong ludn tap trung vao viéc phan ra xa hoi dan sw non tré cta Viét
Nam. Ong ta truy dudi tirng linh viee mét, tlr doan luat sw, cac nha hoat ddng vi méi
trwong dén cac nha bao doc 1ap. Chi thj 24 géi gon suy nghi ctia éng vé mébi de doa do
x4 hoi dan sy gay ra trong viéc 1anh dao mét cach mang mau,” Abuza nhan xét vé

nguwoi Téng bi thw.

Nhwng cac cudc gap cip cao cla Viét Nam véi hai siéu cudng Ién trén thé gidi cling

gép phan khién Ha Noi ngay cang quyét doan hon dbi véi cac chinh sach dbi noi.

Hoa Ky va Viét Nam da nang cap quan hé 1én “dbi tac chién lwoc toan dién” vao thang

9 sau chuyén tham Viét Nam cla Téng théng My Joe Biden.

Ong Abuza néi: “Ha Néi dwoc khich 1& béi thuc té 1a da cé hai chinh quyén Hoa Ky

khéng néu van dé nhan quyén nhw van dé song phuong”.

“Trump chi la khéng quan tdm. Chinh quyén Biden néi rang nhan quyén sé 1a trong tam
trong chinh sach déi ngoai clia ho, nhung trong qua trinh tan tinh Ha Néi, tt ca déu bi

phét 1.

Lanh dao Trung Qudc Tap Can Binh ciing da dén tham Ha Noi vao thang 12 dé thao

luan vé “twong lai chung” cua hai nuéc.

“Viét Nam hoc héi Trung Quéc trong viéc xay dwng luat va quy dinh giam sat internet —

nhwng lanh dao & Ha Néi dang gap kho khan vi internet & Viét Nam khéng bi han ché



giébng nhw Trung Quéc, va Viét Nam 1a mét xa hoi cdi mé hon nhiéu so véi Trung

Québc,” Abuza noi thém.

“L&nh dao Pang Cong san Viét Nam ciing c6 mbi quan ngai gibng nhw Trung Quéc,

nhwng lai khéng cé dl cac bién phap cudng ché nén bj hoang tuwéng”.
Cac nha hoat ddng khi hau dung cham ché nhay cam

Céc nha hoat déng méi trwdng cling cho biét ho da phai dbi mat véi sy de doa va
quay rdi tr chinh quyén Viét Nam, va nhiéu ngui thach thirc cac chinh sach ning
lwong cla chinh phi cudi cung da bi két an tu vi tdi “trén thué” hodc “Ilra d&do” — mot

chién thuat dan ap phd bién clia chinh quyén céng san Viét Nam. .

Dw 4n 88 cho biét c6 bang chirng cho thay cac nha hoat déng bij bé tu dé bjt miéng va
loai bd ho khéi xa hoi.

Bill Hayton, codng tac vién tai Chatham House Chau A-Thai Binh Dwong & London, cho
biét vao thoi diém d6 rang cac nha hoat ddng cé xu huéng “dung cham nhirng chd

nhay cam ”.

Hayton néi véi DW rang “Khi chi trich nganh than thudc s& hiru nha nwéc, ho dang lam
dao 16n cac loi ich ndi dia day quyén Ilwc & Viét Nam. Va diéu dé khién cho ho gay thu

chuéc oan.”
Vietnam tightens grip on social media influencers
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Vietnam authorities arrested a popular YouTuber last week. But why is the Vietnamese

government cracking down on independent voices?


https://www.dw.com/en/tommy-walker/person-64777758

Nguyen Chi Tuyen is well known for his anti-China stance, opposing the establishment
of a Chinese oil rig in Vietnam's exclusive economic zone in 2014.Image: HOANG DINH

NAM/AFP/Getty Images

Nguyen Chi Tuyen, also known as Anh Chi, was detained in Vietnam under anti-state

charges on Thursday.

The YouTube influencer is being investigated for disseminating information against the
Vietnamese state and will spend four months in detention in Hanoi while authorities

conduct their inquiries.

Tuyen is one of Vietnam's most known civil society activists. He was part of the "No-U
group," an anti-China group that rejected Beijing's U-shaped line in its attempts to

control territory in the South China Sea.
Focusing on key influencers

Tuyen has successful YouTube channels, including one on which he discusses foreign

affairs — including Russia's war in Ukraine.

Zachary Abuza, a professor at the National War College in Washington D.C. who
focuses on Southeast Asia politics and security, said the YouTuber was the latest

influential activist to be targeted.
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"For independent journalists, there has been a swath of cyber laws, decrees, and
policies that have raised the costs, imposed civil fines, and shifted the onus to policing

to the social media platforms themselves," he told DW.

"Through these measures, the government hopes that self-censorship will do most of

the work for them."

"The Ministry of Public Security has focused its attention more on the key influencers,"

he added.

Press freedom: Hong Kong journalist vows not to give up

'Ensuring national security'

Vietnam is a one-party Communist state in Southeast Asia whose government has

complete control over the state's functions, social organizations and media.

Although Vietnam has a fast-growing economy, the country still has a poor reputation

on corruption, political censorship, human rights and civic society.

In February, leaked documents from Vietnam's Politburo, the highest decision-making

government body, revealed a rare insight into the thinking of its leaders.



It showed how the Vietham government's policies aim to "ensure national security,’
including preventing civil society from shaping the country's policies and creating

opposition groups.
The dossier Directive 24

was obtained and translated by The 88 Project, a US-based organization that

campaigns for freedom of expression in Vietham.

Climate activist Hoang Duc Binh was imprisoned in 2018 over protests against a toxic

waste dumplmage: VIETNAM NEWS AGENCY/AFP via Getty Images
As of today, there are 176 activists in Viethamese prisons, according to the project.

"Nguyen Phu Trong has been single-mindedly focused on taking Vietham's nascent
civil society apart. He's gone after sector by sector, including the bar association,
environmentalists and independent journalists. Directive 24 encapsulates his thinking
about the threat posed by civil society in leading a colored revolution," Abuza said

about the head of the Politburo.

But Vietnam's high-level meetings with two of the world's major superpowers have

also played a part in Hanoi's growing assertiveness over its domestic policies.

The United States and Vietnam upgraded their ties to "comprehensive strateqgic

partners” in September following a visit to Vietnam from US President Joe Biden.
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"Hanoi has been emboldened by the fact that there have been two US administrations

that have not raised human rights as a bilateral issue," Abuza said.

“Trump simply didn't care. The Biden administration said that human rights would be

central to its foreign policy, but in its courtship with Hanoi, it has all been ignored."

Chinese leader Xi Jinping also visited Hanoi in December to discuss the two countries

"shared future."

"Vietnam does learn from China when it comes to developing laws and regulations to
monitor the internet — but the leaders in Hanoi are in a bind as the internet, unlike

China, is open and Vietnam is a much more open society than China," Abuza added.

"The Communist Party of Vietnam leaders have the same concerns as China, but they

don't have all the coercive measures, so there is a degree of paranoia."

Viethamese journalists censored

Climate activists 'tread on important toes'

Environmentalists have also said they have faced intimidation and harassment from
Vietnamese authorities, and many who have challenged the government's energy
policies have ended up being sentenced to prison terms for "tax evasion" or "fraud" —

a common tactic of repression by Vietham's communist government.
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The 88 Project said there is evidence that the activists were imprisoned to silence their

voices and remove them from society.

Bill Hayton, associate fellow at Chatham House Asia-Pacific in London, said at the time

that activists tend to "tread on important toes."

Hayton told DW that "by criticizing the state-owned coal industry, they are upsetting

powerful domestic interests in Vietnam. And that's brought them some enemies."
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