S1 E3. R Hananel I: The Man and His Methods

Timeline

972  story of the four captives, according to Jacob Mann

987 letter of R Sherira Gaon written

1004 Sherira secedes Gaonate of PumBedisa to his son Hai

1005 R Chushiel (father of R. Hananel) arrives in Kairouan (acc. to Ben-Sasson)
1006-7 death of R. Yaakov of Kairouan, father of R. Nissim

1013 death of R. Shmuel b Hofni Gaon (of Sura)

1028 death of R. Chushiel

1038 death of R. Hai Gaon (of Pumbedisa)

1053 date mentioned in R. Hananel’'s commentary to Avodah Zarah
1056-7 death of R. Hananel

1057 sack of Kairouan by Berber tribes

1062 death of R. Nissim

Opening quote:
R. Avraham Yeshaya Karelitz, Hazon Ish, Bava Kamma 11:20 [below]

Sources:
Lewin, Benjamin M. Otzar ha-Gaonim, multiple volumes [Hebrewbooks.org]
Schechter, S. (1899). Geniza Specimens. A Letter of Chushiel. The Jewish Quarterly
Review, 11(4), 643—-650. https://doi.org/10.2307/1450472
Rovner, J. (1993). Introduction to the commentary of Rabbi Hananel ben Hushiel from Kairouan
on Tractate Baba Metzia (Doctoral dissertation). Jewish Theological Seminary
Ben-Sasson, M. (2017). The growth of the Jewish community in the Islamic countries: Kairouan,
800-1057. Jerusalem. [Hebrew]

e Biographical details on R. Hananel and his father (including an extended discussion

about R. Hananel's name) can be found especially on pages 213-244

Abramson, S. (1995). Rabbi Hananel's commentary on the Talmud. Jerusalem. [Hebrew]
Mack, C. (2008). "Rabbi Hananel ben Hushiel." In: Torah Lishmah: Studies in Jewish Studies in
honor of Professor Shemaya Friedman, edited by D. Golinikin et al., 498-517. Ramat Gan.
Dubovick, Y. M. (2015). Rabbenu Hananel and the Geonim of Babylonia (Unpublished doctoral
dissertation). Bar llan University.
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SECTION I: THE MAN

Letter published by Solomon Schechter, Jewish Quarterly Review 11:4 (1899)
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R Chida (Chaim Yosef David Azulai), Shem HaGedolim
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Chazon Ish, Bava Kama 11:20
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SECTION IIl: THE COMMENTARY
sources below refer to R. Hananel’s commentary to the Gemara, unless otherwise noted
Personality
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3.3 R. Hananel relies more on his own reasoning than earlier (Geonic) commentaries
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4.1 “Kabbalos” are distinct from the Geonim
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4.2 Acceptance or rejection of his traditions
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6.2 Questioning the Gemara based on parallel sources
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7. Conclusions
7.1 The definition of Talmud and proper Torah study
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7.2 Balance in Psak
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