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Examine this image of the Ishango Bone and think carefully:  

 
What do you notice?  
 
 
 
What do you wonder?   
 
 
 
Why might this be relevant for mathematics?   
 
 
 
Watch this Video.  Take notes below and be prepared to discuss:  
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=VTX3kfo6l5I 
 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=VTX3kfo6l5I


 
Homework:  Read pages (30-35) from The Crest of the Peacock: Non-European Roots of 
Mathematics, Third Edition, by George Gheverghese Joseph, 2011 Princeton University Press. 
Answer the questions below and be prepared to discuss in our next class.   
 

1)​ Gheverghese writes: “As far as we know there has never been a society without some 
form of counting or tallying….”  Respond…. 
 
 
 

2)​ What is “Protomathematics”? 
 
 
 

3)​ What are at least 3 possible ways the markings on the Ishango Bone have been 
interpreted?  

 
 
 
 

4)​ It is likely African women were using the Ishango Bone.  Why do we think this?   
 
 
 

5)​ Who holds information and who gets credit for mathematical information?  
 
 
 
 

6)​ Can you think of other possible ways the Ishango bone was used?  
 
 
 
 

7)​ Is pattern recognition mathematics? 
 
 
 
 

8)​ Where should the Ishango bones be kept? (in space?  The Moon? Brussels? …..?) Why?   







 


