
 

Bates College Founding Documents and Resources 
 
Free Will Baptist background material: 
 
Free Baptist Cyclopaedia, 1889 - Selected entries:  
 

●​ Freewill or Free Baptist 
●​ Anti-Slavery  
●​ Oren B. Cheney 
●​ Bates College 

 
Morning Star newspaper articles on anti-slavery views:  
 
Vol. XXVI No. 1, April 16, 1851, page 2: 
Editorial Correspondence: Great Anti-Fugitive Slave Law meeting in Boston.  
 
Vol. XXVI No. 1, April 16, 1851, page 4: 
Speech of Horace Mann 
 
Vol. XXVI No.2, April 23, 1851, page 2: 
Editorial Correspondence 
 
Vol. XXVI No.3, April 30, 1851, page 12: 
Speech of Horace Mann 
 
Vol. XXVI No.4, May 7, 1851, page 16: 
Speech of Horace Mann 
 
Digitized issues of The Morning Star, 1850-1894. More issues to be added.  
 
Oren B. Cheney materials: 
 
Full copy of the biography of Oren B. Cheney, The Story and life of Oren B. Cheney by Emeline 
Burlingame Cheney. 
 
Cheney diary, 1864 (transcript)  
 
 
Maine State Seminary and Bates College early documents: 
Maine State Seminary catalogues: 1857, 1858, 1859, 1860, 1861, 1862, No catalogues issued 
1863-1864.  
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https://books.google.com/books?id=3GXiAAAAMAAJ&printsec=frontcover&dq=free+baptist+cyclopaedia&hl=en&sa=X&ved=0ahUKEwi9sdHCx8PhAhWMxVkKHZr2Bv0Q6AEIKDAA#v=onepage&q&f=false
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1Fb4N4wve-bjkioMtCc3DmbavavWcIc_s/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1Kj13b8Y2zvIXeW643rGiBJbute8uIB70/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1IR-VMJmX87P41pocqBmmuihYciAgPg3T/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1bEQahRSpaVIMQrky307O1vmH6xFa5I4j/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1Eyl0UHiv8r9g8fBsKPy8QAmoiEFcjW9X/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1WhAkVsjHwsN5PwWXSgTdvPc6SH2nptAU/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1AQ5FALMTav2lzG7DrjRld6g3rCXix20m/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1hsaHTaCNSecy1rfnDP4tV6KyxQcowwwt/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1C3Bh4Lfpqis2Lyt561DUZXvLx5DdV2CJ/view?usp=sharing
https://scarab.bates.edu/morning_star/
https://hdl.handle.net/2027/msu.31293017950605
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1txycX_FZwTQdNidzDWXSqaVhoFC9zEpl/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1_1y5fjIsk_4EZOLs4-JzFU-rGDHcw8DR/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1CBE4l3WWV-ZhuYIhIDwppvSeJdqOoc-r/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/12v4X1cjGVan-lh1w5TmspnLY5Ryyqc63/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1lBJPn58GVO3bwq2ALa3xMdeJHiNnuL70/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1UlhiOay5Z_QIK_Pq5rFS73htcviBr8t9/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1sxB3XuhsiEvFJFsKr9fi8ThiGkcGTcsc/view?usp=sharing
mailto:muskie@bates.edu


 

 
Treasurer’s ledger 1854-58 - Funds received tend to be on the left page while funds paid are on 
the right. There are a few exceptions, but there are notes at the bottom of the page indicating 
which page the number carries over to.   
 
Trustees meeting minutes:  

●​ 1855 - includes by-laws 
●​ 1864 
●​ By-laws 1864 

 
Other materials: 
 
The Seminary Advocate, 1856-1864. This was published by the Freewill Baptists to promote 
the new institution that would become Bates College, the Maine State Seminary. Issues usually 
contained information about the school, fundraising pleas, local news (weddings, funerals, etc), 
as well as more general religious instruction.  
 
The Maine Register and business guide, 1856 
 
Abolitionist pamphlets held by Bates Special Collections: 
 
(Please also search the library catalog under the subject ‘antislavery movements’ for related 
items held at Colby and Bowdoin, many with online access.) 
 
Slavery, and the death of John Brown: A Sermon preached in Auburn Hall, Auburn [Me.], 
Sabbath Afternoon, December 11th, 1859. Samuel N. Tufts. Lewiston, Me., 1859. Bates link  
 
The Tyrant Paupers; or, Where the Money Goes. Emancipator Extra, tract no. 6. Boston, 1843. 
 
American Anti-Slavery Almanac for 1840. Vol. 1, no. 5. Boston, 1840. Bates link 
 
Annual report of the American Anti-Slavery Society. New York, 1836. Bates link 
 
Proceedings of the Great Convention of the Friends of Freedom in the Eastern and Middle 
States, Held in Boston, Oct. 1, 2, & 3, 1845. Lowell, Ma., 1845. Bates link 
 
Appeal to the Christian Women of the South. Angelina E. Grimké. New York, 1836. Bates link 
 
The Legion of Liberty: Remonstrance of some free men, states, and presses, to the Texas 
rebellion, against the laws of nature and of nations. Albany, NY, 1843. Bates link 
 
The Liberty Almanac for 1848. New York, 1847. Bates link 
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https://drive.google.com/file/d/1hN82OOUJqhwPg_NoYKnj-05H7cyMkUm5/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1LycmCOXpCP3gSaNCkEo7-CoEpFzk8_fH?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1Fkgh33MVY29QZSPXu-S4FM9TBBD-j5Ib?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/17KjuHl4_s1CxBQxKILgGCCzgj4YKmymV/view?usp=sharing
https://scarab.bates.edu/seminary_advocate/
https://hdl.handle.net/2027/hvd.li1qbe
http://www.bates.edu/library
http://find.gale.com/sas/retrieve.do?sort=&inPS=true&prodId=SAS&userGroupName=bates_main&tabID=T001&resultListType=RESULT_LIST&searchId=&searchType=&currentPosition=&contentSet=ECCO&docId=DS4103008783&showLOI=&retrieveFormat=MULTIPAGE_DOCUMENT&docLevel=FASCIMILE&workId=DS4103008783&relevancePageBatch=DS103008783&showLOI=No&contentSet=&callistoContentSet=LCPC&docPage=article&hilite=y
https://heinonline.org/HOL/Page?handle=hein.slavery/amaslmn0005&id=1&size=2&collection=slavery&index=slavery/amaslmn
https://babel.hathitrust.org/cgi/pt?id=inu.32000002810986&view=1up&seq=5
http://find.gale.com/sas/retrieve.do?sort=&inPS=true&prodId=SAS&userGroupName=bates_main&tabID=T001&resultListType=RESULT_LIST&searchId=&searchType=&currentPosition=&contentSet=ECCO&docId=DS4103043826&showLOI=&retrieveFormat=MULTIPAGE_DOCUMENT&docLevel=FASCIMILE&workId=DS4103043826&relevancePageBatch=DS103043826&showLOI=No&contentSet=&callistoContentSet=LCPC&docPage=article&hilite=y
http://find.gale.com/sas/retrieve.do?sort=&inPS=true&prodId=SAS&userGroupName=bates_main&tabID=T001&resultListType=RESULT_LIST&searchId=&searchType=&currentPosition=&contentSet=ECCO&docId=U3605502100&showLOI=&retrieveFormat=MULTIPAGE_DOCUMENT&docLevel=FASCIMILE&workId=U3605502100&relevancePageBatch=U105502100&showLOI=No&contentSet=&callistoContentSet=GKEL&docPage=article&hilite=y
http://find.gale.com/sas/retrieve.do?sort=&inPS=true&prodId=SAS&userGroupName=bates_main&tabID=T001&resultListType=RESULT_LIST&searchId=&searchType=&currentPosition=&contentSet=ECCO&docId=CY3801372636&showLOI=&retrieveFormat=MULTIPAGE_DOCUMENT&docLevel=FASCIMILE&workId=CY3801372636&relevancePageBatch=CY101372636&showLOI=Yes&contentSet=&callistoContentSet=SABC&docPage=article&hilite=y
http://find.gale.com/sas/retrieve.do?sort=&inPS=true&prodId=SAS&userGroupName=bates_main&tabID=T001&resultListType=RESULT_LIST&searchId=&searchType=&currentPosition=&contentSet=ECCO&docId=DS4103524520&showLOI=&retrieveFormat=MULTIPAGE_DOCUMENT&docLevel=FASCIMILE&workId=DS4103524520&relevancePageBatch=DS103524520&showLOI=Yes&contentSet=&callistoContentSet=LCPC&docPage=article&hilite=y
mailto:muskie@bates.edu


 

 
The Liberty Almanac for 1849. New York, 1848. Bates link 
 
The Liberty Almanac for 1850. New York, 1849. Bates link 
 
The Liberty Almanac for 1851. New York, 1850. Bates link 
 
Letter to a member of the Congress of the United States of America, from an English clergyman; 
including a republication, with considerable additions, of the tract entitled “Every Man His Own 
Property.” London, 1835. Bates link 
 
Sermon delivered at Wilton, on the day of the national fast. Rev. H.A. Lounsbury. Farmington, 
Me., ca. 1860.  
 
The compact, or What have our state politics to do with slavery? Emancipator Extra, tract no. 9. 
Boston, 1843.  
 
The anti-slavery spirit of the Revolution. N.H. Liberty tract, no. 1. New Hampshire, ca. 1839.  
 
How to settle the Texas question. Massachusetts State Texas Committee. 1845. Bates link 
 
Proceedings of the New York anti-slavery convention, held at Utica, October 21, and New York 
anti-slavery state society, held at Peterboro, October 22, 1835. Utica, NY, 1835. Bates link 
 
Proceedings of the first annual meeting of the New-York state anti-slavery society, convened at 
Utica, October 19, 1836. Utica, NY, 1836. Bates link 
 
The Bible against slavery. An inquiry into the patriarchal and Mosaic systems on the subject of 
human rights. The Anti-Slavery Examiner, no. 5. New York, 1838. Bates link 
 
An appeal on the subject of slavery: addressed to the members of the New England and New 
Hampshire conferences of the Methodist Episcopal Church: Together with a defense of said 
appeal, in which is shown the sin of holding property in man. Boston, 1835. Bates link 
 
Other printed materials in Bates Special Collections: 
 
The Non-Slaveholder and The Louisville Examiner. Newspapers (bound together) from 
Philadelphia, PA, and Louisville, KY, respectively, ca. 1850. (Bates link to 1849 volume.) 
 
The Quarterly Anti-Slavery Magazine. New York, 1835-1837. (Bates holds a physical copy of 
vol. 1, no. 1 only) Bates link to vol. 2 
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http://find.gale.com/sas/retrieve.do?sort=&inPS=true&prodId=SAS&userGroupName=bates_main&tabID=T001&resultListType=RESULT_LIST&searchId=&searchType=&currentPosition=&contentSet=ECCO&docId=DS4100244293&showLOI=&retrieveFormat=MULTIPAGE_DOCUMENT&docLevel=FASCIMILE&workId=DS4100244293&relevancePageBatch=DS100244293&showLOI=Yes&contentSet=&callistoContentSet=LCPC&docPage=article&hilite=y
http://find.gale.com/sas/retrieve.do?sort=&inPS=true&prodId=SAS&userGroupName=bates_main&tabID=T001&resultListType=RESULT_LIST&searchId=&searchType=&currentPosition=&contentSet=ECCO&docId=DS4102905806&showLOI=&retrieveFormat=MULTIPAGE_DOCUMENT&docLevel=FASCIMILE&workId=DS4102905806&relevancePageBatch=DS102905806&showLOI=Yes&contentSet=&callistoContentSet=LCPC&docPage=article&hilite=y
http://find.gale.com/sas/retrieve.do?sort=&inPS=true&prodId=SAS&userGroupName=bates_main&tabID=T001&resultListType=RESULT_LIST&searchId=&searchType=&currentPosition=&contentSet=ECCO&docId=DS4100244258&showLOI=&retrieveFormat=MULTIPAGE_DOCUMENT&docLevel=FASCIMILE&workId=DS4100244258&relevancePageBatch=DS100244258&showLOI=Yes&contentSet=&callistoContentSet=LCPC&docPage=article&hilite=y
https://go.gale.com/ps/i.do?&id=GALE%7CCHJIMN705080196&v=2.1&u=bates_main&it=r&p=NCCO&sw=w
http://find.gale.com/sas/retrieve.do?sort=&inPS=true&prodId=SAS&userGroupName=bates_main&tabID=T001&resultListType=RESULT_LIST&searchId=&searchType=&currentPosition=&contentSet=ECCO&docId=DS4102953833&showLOI=&retrieveFormat=MULTIPAGE_DOCUMENT&docLevel=FASCIMILE&workId=DS4102953833&relevancePageBatch=DS102953833&showLOI=No&contentSet=&callistoContentSet=LCPC&docPage=article&hilite=y
http://find.gale.com/sas/retrieve.do?sort=&inPS=true&prodId=SAS&userGroupName=bates_main&tabID=T001&resultListType=RESULT_LIST&searchId=&searchType=&currentPosition=&contentSet=ECCO&docId=DS4100222779&showLOI=&retrieveFormat=MULTIPAGE_DOCUMENT&docLevel=FASCIMILE&workId=DS4100222779&relevancePageBatch=DS100222779&showLOI=No&contentSet=&callistoContentSet=LCPC&docPage=article&hilite=y
http://find.gale.com/sas/retrieve.do?sort=&inPS=true&prodId=SAS&userGroupName=bates_main&tabID=T001&resultListType=RESULT_LIST&searchId=&searchType=&currentPosition=&contentSet=ECCO&docId=DS4100222914&showLOI=&retrieveFormat=MULTIPAGE_DOCUMENT&docLevel=FASCIMILE&workId=DS4100222914&relevancePageBatch=DS100222914&showLOI=No&contentSet=&callistoContentSet=LCPC&docPage=article&hilite=y
https://babel.hathitrust.org/cgi/pt?id=loc.ark:/13960/t5gb2704j&view=1up&seq=13
https://babel.hathitrust.org/cgi/pt?id=hvd.32044090103847&view=1up&seq=5
https://babel.hathitrust.org/cgi/pt?id=uiug.30112058450195&view=1up&seq=9
https://babel.hathitrust.org/cgi/pt?id=inu.30000047751247&view=1up&seq=9
mailto:muskie@bates.edu


 

Student thesis - Larson, Tim, Faith by Their Works: Our Progressive Tradition 
 
Student paper - Larson, Tim, The Abolitionism of Oren B. Cheney 
 
 
Comparison idea and resources: 
 
Berea College, Berea, Kentucky is a liberal arts college with a similar early history, and provides 
a point of comparison for students looking into the founding of Bates and how we came to be 
the institution we are today.  
 
Like Bates, Berea College was founded by abolitionists and with a strong religious backbone in 
1855. Berea admitted both men and women of all races from the start. Berea’s mission 
statement begins, “Berea College, founded by ardent abolitionists and radical reformers, 
continues today as an educational institution still firmly rooted in its historic purpose “to promote 
the cause of Christ.” The two institutions have similar founding histories, and yet there are 
profound differences in how the colleges have developed over the years. A striking difference is 
the demographics of enrolled students. For example, Berea’s student body in 1866-1867 totaled 
187 with 96 black students and 91 white students. This trend continued for the remainder of the 
19th century. Links below offer an opportunity to explore how institutions with similar values 
diverge into different experiences, the challenges and impact of location, as well as other points 
of comparison.   
 
Early History page 
Mission statement  
Digital Berea College docs including Founders and Founding 
 
 
Legislative History from Law & Legislative Reference Library and 
Maine State Archives: 
 

Year Title Published Link Original Papers 

1855 An Act to incorporate the Trustees of the 
Maine State Seminary 

1855 PS 529 1855 PS 193 

1858 An Act to amend An Act entitled “An Act 
to incorporate the Trustees of the Maine 
State Seminary,” approved March 
sixteenth, eighteen hundred and fifty five 

1858 PS 145 1858 PS 18 

1858 An Act additional to “An Act to incorporate 
the Maine State Seminary,” approved 

1858 PS 245 1858 PS 160 
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https://www.bates.edu/150-years/history/progressive-tradition/
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1XcRuaLACF69l5JE5YR1ciIw98AS70qdu/view?usp=sharing
https://www.berea.edu/about/history/
https://www.berea.edu/the-great-commitments/#1506007613691-eb8491b6-cb58
https://berea.access.preservica.com/uncategorized/SO_560b3e76-42ed-40cf-8fcd-e629b7895c8d/
http://lldc.mainelegislature.org/Open/Laws/1855/1855_PS_c529.pdf
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1nEy-sOd4IRnUJPjEi8usY9Sb5xHubuOc/view?usp=sharing
http://lldc.mainelegislature.org/Open/Laws/1858/1858_PS_c145.pdf
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1CIlitR7oHcQYRCVEClZWDqBFuA6qfGx7/view?usp=sharing
http://lldc.mainelegislature.org/Open/Laws/1858/1858_PS_c245.pdf
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1eH_NQyhgmIRCfk90gz9QEfduwDmLP_TV/view?usp=sharing
mailto:muskie@bates.edu


 

March sixteenth, eighteen hundred and 
fifty-five 

1859 Resolve authorizing the payment of the 
sum of ten thousand dollars to the 
Trustees of the Maine State Seminary 

1859 RS 212 1859 RS 2 

1859 An Act to repeal an Act entitled “An Act 
additional to an Act to incorporate the 
Maine State Seminary” 

1859 PS 333 1859 PS 114 

1864 An Act to change the name of the Maine 
State Seminary to that of Bates College, 
and to otherwise alter the charter of said 
corporation 

1864 PS 293 1864 PS 3 

1868 An Act to separate the Seminary 
Department from Bates College and 
incorporate the Trustees of the Maine 
State Seminary 

1868 PS 495 1868 PS 117 

1868 An Act to amend the charter of Bates 
College 

1868 PS 496 1868 PS 118 

1869 An Act to separate the Literary Fraternity 
from Bates College and connect the same 
to the Maine State Seminary 

1869 PS 131 1869 PS 152 

1871 An Act surrendering the charter of the 
Maine State Seminary 

1871 PS 604 1871 PS 100 

1873 An Act granting a new charter to Bates 
College 

1873 PS 192 1873 PS 1 
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http://lldc.mainelegislature.org/Open/Laws/1859/1859_RES_c212.pdf
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1LHuFiilWT6THGJA_yqMpgf5sctNSwhNE/view?usp=sharing
http://lldc.mainelegislature.org/Open/Laws/1859/1859_PS_c333.pdf
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1JVkJh-zJr8vKot-bVA5ZnBWWKVNmS69_/view?usp=sharing
http://lldc.mainelegislature.org/Open/Laws/1864/1864_PS_c293.pdf
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1x9bl9LbcMVZofK0Ph0eP1_5-oFPH3G0Y/view?usp=sharing
http://lldc.mainelegislature.org/Open/Laws/1868/1868_PS_c495.pdf
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1SkpkeO_XUEo1z38YCm7-ZfwM4QIW5ZJW/view?usp=sharing
http://lldc.mainelegislature.org/Open/Laws/1868/1868_PS_c496.pdf
https://drive.google.com/file/d/13g-JTwE5vd7ySX66nJy6LGAKjvc-Yonz/view?usp=sharing
http://lldc.mainelegislature.org/Open/Laws/1869/1869_PS_c131.pdf
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1cScXJqeZuhMetNaUaY9x8QjOvPj4myzi/view?usp=sharing
http://lldc.mainelegislature.org/Open/Laws/1871/1871_PS_c604.pdf
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1VxbI_23EErE4cIutSodSUoiNeYjbZkh1/view?usp=sharing
http://lldc.mainelegislature.org/Open/Laws/1873/1873_PS_c192.pdf
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1jXqmg5xTzHQw01Q6KLv9UvKo68OvTAZp/view?usp=sharing
mailto:muskie@bates.edu
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