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Dear Friends:

While 1 .am unable to join you in person, [ would like to offer condolénces as you come together to
recognize vet ancther vioktion. of religious freedom in Viemam. The destroction of the Liga T Pagoda
was an outrageous act by the Communist Government of Vietnany, and something we cannot abide.

Orver the years, the Foreign Affairs Committee that I chair has beld numerous hearings on Vietnam. If
these hearings have had one consistent theme, 1t’s the deterioration of human rights: As we've heard from
witnesses, govérnment thugs use éxcessive force on pesceful dissidents, often using electric batons 1o
break up praceful protests. Anyvone who dares to bleg or publish material promoting democracy ar
eriticizing the Communist Party faces years in jail and phvsical abuse.

Key among these abuses is the continued denial of religiows freedom. Having met the Venerable Thich
Quang Do, T have heard firsthand the persecution that so many in the Unibed Buddhist Church of
Vietnam face. And the recent destruction of the Lien Tri Pagoda shows the lengths thar the Communist
government will go to to deny s citizens these rights. We must speak out and 2!l the Viemamess
govermment that the pagoda should be rebuilt on its origina! ground, brick by brick. Mot domg so would
be an eutrage we cannol endure.

In 2010, legistation that | anthored calling for the State Depardment 1o relist Vietnem as 2 CPC passed the
House. And if the pagods is not rebuilt, and we do not see the rights of the Unified Buddhist Church of
Victnam and so many others respected, we must call fior Vismam once again to be put back on the list of
“Countrics of Particular Concern™ for violations of refigious freedom,

We must speak our agaiast it, like we are doing tosseht. Thank you agein for yvour efforts to bring
atention t the poos state of religious freedom m Vistnam

Sincerely,

e e

EDWARD R. ROYCE

Edward R. Royce

HA VIEN HOA KY

Kinh chao quy vi,



Mic du t6i khong thé hién dién cung quy vi, t6i xin giri 10 chia budn cing quy
vi dang hop mat cung nhau x4ac nhan mdt lan nira sy vi pham tu do ton giao tai
Viét Nam. Viéc pha huy chua Lién Tri la mdt hanh dong xic pham cua nha cAm
quyén CSVN, diéu ma ching ta khong thé chiu duoc nira.

Pa nhiéu ndm qua, Uy ban Ngoai giao ma t6i 1a Chu tich da timg nhiéu lan t6
chuc nhitng cude diéu tran vé Viét Nam. Néu nhiing cudc diéu tran nay da co
mot chii d& nhat quan, thi day 13 sy thoai héa cia nhan quyén. Nhu chung ta
ting nghe cac nhan ching, nha cdm quyén con dd da dung vii luc qua dang dbi
v6i nhitng nha bt déng chinh kién 6n hoa, ho thuong dung giy dién dé dan ap
cac cudc biéu tinh 6n hoa. Bt ¢ ai dam dang tin trén mang hodc pho bién tai
lidu c6 xty cho dan chi hodc chi trich dang CS déu phai chiu an ti nhiéu nim
va bj hanh ha than thé.

Van dé then chét cta nhitng vi pham nay 1a tir chdi lién tuc quyén tu do t6n
gido. Di timg gap HT Thich Quang D9, t6i di nghe tryc tiép vé su hanh ha
nhiéu ngudi cua Gido hoi Phat gido Viét Nam Thong Nhat. Va gan day vu pha
hay chua Lién Tri ching t6 nha cam quyén CSVN di khong con kiéng dé gi nira
dé phu nhan cac quyén ciia cong dan. Chung ta phai 1én tiéng va noi voi nha
cam quyén CSVN rang chua Lién Tri phai duoc tai xy dung ngay tai chd ci,
timg vién gach. Néu khong lam nhu véy, ddy chinh 12 mot sy xtc pham ma
chung ta khong thé con chiu dung duoc.

Nam 2010, t61 da dé€ trinh du luat yéu cau Bo Ngoai giao dua Vi¢t Nam vao
danh sach cac qudc gia can duoc quan tim (CPC) va da dugc Ha vién thong
qua. Néu chua Lién Tri khong dugc x4y lai, néu chiing ta khong thiy nhiing
quyén cta Giao hoi Phat gido Viét Nam Thong nhat va cua cac Gido hoi khac
duogc ton trong, mot 1an nita chung ta phai kéu goi dua Viét Nam trd lai danh
sach cac nude can dugc quan tim (CPC) vi di vi pham quyén ty do ton gido.

Chung ta phai 1én tiéng chong lai sy vi pham nay nhu chung ta dang lam trong
tdi hom nay. Mot 14n nira, t6i xin cam on moi nd luc cua quy videm lai sy chi y
tinh trang tdi té tu do tén gido tai Viét Nam.

Tran trong,

Edward R. Royce



