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This source provided a fact saying that because of the railroad, Chicago became the largest 
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that clears Mrs. O’Leary. I used the source to show the view of an average Chicago citizen in the 
1870s, and why their view could easily be changed by the evidence that clears Mrs. O’Leary. 
The source is similar to another source where the article says why Chicago citizens hated Irish 
immigrants. 
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This source provided reasons why the fire quickly turned into the Great Chicago Fire. The source 
was valuable because it showed how the Chicago Fire could have been prevented. I used the 
source to show how the fire was not entirely the fault of whatever caused the fire at Mrs. 
O’Leary’s barn and the fire department was part of why it spread. The source illuminates my 
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my project because it showed how certain factors contributed to the fire. I used the source to 
show why the firefighters had trouble putting out the fire, and why the fire turned into a large 
one. A limit to this source is that it is not a primary source that would show how tired and how 
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and her cow a positive spotlight. The source was valuable because it gave a different point of 
view on the fire. I used the source to show a different perspective within what people thought of 
the Great Chicago Fire, yet because it was not a primary source, the writer did not experience the 
fire and does not have as strong emotions as someone who did experience the fire would. This 
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