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Great Plumbing Tips That Will Save You 
Money 

 
If you are a first time homeowner or 
maybe someone who has just moved out 
of Mom and Dad's humble abode, you 
may not know a lick about plumbing, but 
there are certain things that you should 
know. This article will discuss some of 
them, and you will be more 
knowledgeable after reading the tips 
below. 
 
You always want to solder correctly, the 
biggest mistake most people make when 
soldering is failing to get the interior of the 

fitting and the exterior of the pipe clean and shiny. Polish these surfaces with a fine emery clot 
until bright. When soldering, never heat the pipe, but instead heat the fitting. Doing so allows the 
solder to be drawn into the fitting by capillary action. 
 
Do not fall for the idea that liquid grease can be easily washed down the drain with hot water. 
While the grease may flow past the initial drain with the water, it does not take much of a 
temperature change as it moves through your pipes to alter from liquid to solid. The repeat habit 
of dumping grease in the sink is a sure-fire way to ensure a hard-to-reach clog forming in the 
future. 
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Check your gas water heater periodically to make sure the pilot flame is lit. The correct color for 
this flame should be blue. The tip of the flame should be yellow. If you find that you are only 
seeing a yellow flame, you may need to call a professional for safety reasons. 
 
If your water is coming out black, then most likely you have an iron and magnesium issue to 
your water. You need to contact a water softener company, and get them to come out and 
assess your water. They will be able to fix the problem by adding a water softener. 
 
Never reach into a garbage disposal that you think isn't working. Even if it is switched off, a 
garbage disposal can be very dangerous. Troubleshooting techniques and schematics of your 
garbage disposal are available on the Internet. 
 

 
 
Make sure everyone in your home knows where the main water shut off valve is and that they 
know how to work it. That way, if there is a water problem, anyone in your household can turn 
off the water, thereby reducing the chances that your home will incur major water damage. 
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Do not overload your garbage disposal. If you need to dispose of large items, cut them up into 
smaller pieces. Also, do not put too much in at a time, put one or two items in and wait a few 
seconds to dispose of the rest. Overloading your disposal can cause the engine to overheat. 
 
Prevention will save you money in plumbing bills. The repairs that plumbers perform the most 
are for drains that are clogged. One major thing that causes clots is grease. It builds up over 
and time. You can help prevent grease build up by looking for a product on the market that will 
clean the grease out. 
 
Make sure to pour a gallon or two of water into drains that are used infrequently. Not only does 
this make sure that they are clear when you need them, but can also fill the trap and make sure 
that unpleasant odors don't enter your home. Doing this periodically will also help you to catch 
problems before they become serious. 
 
To prevent pipe banging when you turn on the water, think about rubber blankets or straps. 
Instead of assuming the pipes need replaced, consider anchoring them or buffering them. If your 
pipes are plastic, leave them some room for expansion and contraction. If pipes do not leak but 
just make noise, eliminate the noise. 
 
A plumber's work goes well beyond fixing toilets and pipes. Fixing water lines is a key part of 
plumbing, and requires a fair amount of knowledge to do correctly. 
 
If you have an automatic sprinkler system, you want to consider getting a spring-loaded timer 
which can be attached directly to your hose. This prevents your lawn from getting too much 
water in case you forget to turn your system off. Getting too much water could kill your grass 
and plants. 
 
Now that you have read these plumbing tips, you should feel a little more comfortable about 
looking after that scary hardware that lurks in some rooms of your home. Follow the advice 
above and you are sure to do the right things when tinkering around with any of the pipes. 
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