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FAITH LUTHERAN CHURCH 
BRISTOL, CT 

 
SERVICE OF HOLY COMMUNION 

March 22, 2026 9:30 a.m. 
Fifth Sunday in Lent 

 
In today’s gospel Jesus reveals his power over death by raising Lazarus from the dead. The prophet 
Ezekiel prophesies God breathing new life into dry bones. To those in exile or living in the shadows of 

death, these stories proclaim God’s promise of resurrection. In baptism we die with Christ that we 
might also be raised with him to new life.  

 
+GATHERING+ 

The Holy Spirit calls us together as people of God. 
 
WELCOME  
 
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism, as the presiding minister 
begins. 
Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, who looks upon us in compassion, forgives our sin, and 
heals our lives. Amen. 
Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 

Silence is kept for reflection. 
 

Have mercy, O God, against you, you alone, we have sinned. In your compassion, cleanse us 
from our sin and take away our guilt. 
Create in us a new heart and give us a steadfast spirit. Do not cast us away, but fill us with 
your Holy Spirit and restore your joy within us. 
Amen. 
 
As tender as parent to child, so deep is God’s compassion for you. As high as heaven is above earth, 
so vast is God’s love for you. As far as east is from west, so far God removes your sin from you, 
renewing your life through Jesus Christ. Blessed be God who crowns us with mercy and love.  
Blessed be God forever. 
 
GATHERING HYMN        ​ ​ Here on Jesus Christ I Will Stand     ​ ​ ​     ACS 1024   

GREETING 
The grace and light of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God and the communion of the Holy Spirit be 
with you all.  And also with you.   
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KYRIE 

 
 
PRAYER OF THE DAY 
Let us pray.  
Almighty God, your Son came into the world to free us all from sin and death. Breathe upon us the 
power of your Spirit, that we may be raised to new life in Christ and serve you in righteousness all our 
days, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and forever. Amen. 
 

+WORD+ 
God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching and song.  

 
First Reading:  
Ezekiel’s vision of the valley of dry bones is a promise that Israel as a nation, though dead in exile, 
will live again in their land through God’s life-giving spirit. Three times Israel is assured that through 
this vision they will know that “I am the LORD.” 
A reading from Ezekiel, Chapter 37. 
 
1 The hand of the LORD came upon me, and he brought me out by the spirit of the LORD and set me 
down in the middle of a valley; it was full of bones. 2 He led me all around them; there were very many 
lying in the valley, and they were very dry. 3 He said to me, “Mortal, can these bones live?” I 
answered, “O Lord GOD, you know.” 4 Then he said to me, “Prophesy to these bones and say to them: 
O dry bones, hear the word of the LORD.  
5 Thus says the Lord GOD to these bones: I will cause breath to enter you, and you shall live. 6 I will lay 
sinews on you and will cause flesh to come upon you and cover you with skin and put breath in you, 
and you shall live, and you shall know that I am the LORD.”​
7 So I prophesied as I had been commanded, and as I prophesied, suddenly there was a noise, a 
rattling, and the bones came together, bone to its bone. 8 I looked, and there were sinews on them, 
and flesh had come upon them, and skin had covered them, but there was no breath in them. 9 Then 
he said to me, “Prophesy to the breath, prophesy, mortal, and say to the breath: Thus says the 
Lord GOD: Come from the four winds, O breath, and breathe upon these slain, that they may live.” 10 I 
prophesied as he commanded me, and the breath came into them, and they lived and stood on their 
feet, a vast multitude.​
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11 Then he said to me, “Mortal, these bones are the whole house of Israel. They say, ‘Our bones are 
dried up, and our hope is lost; we are cut off completely.’ 12 Therefore prophesy and say to them: Thus 
says the Lord GOD: I am going to open your graves and bring you up from your graves, O my people, 
and I will bring you back to the land of Israel. 13 And you shall know that I am the LORD when I open 
your graves and bring you up from your graves, O my people. 14 I will put my spirit within you, and you 
shall live, and I will place you on your own soil; then you shall know that I, the LORD, have spoken and 
will act, says the LORD.” 
 
Word of God, word of life. Thanks be to God.                   ​ ​ ​ ​  Ezekiel  37: 1-14 
 
Psalm 130  (read responsively) 
1 Out of the depths I cry to you, O LORD;​
2 O LORD, hear my voice! Let your ears be attentive to the voice of my supplication.​
3 If you were to keep watch over sins, O LORD, who could stand?​
4 Yet with you is forgiveness, in order that you may be feared. ​
5 I wait for you, O LORD; my soul waits; in your word is my hope.​
6 My soul waits for the Lord more than those who keep watch for the morning, more than those 
who keep watch for the morning.​
7 O Israel, wait for the LORD, for with the LORD there is steadfast love; with the LORD there is plenteous 
redemption.​
8 For the LORD shall redeem Israel from all their sins.  
 
Second Reading 
For Paul, Christian spirituality entails living in the reality of the Holy Spirit. The driving force behind 
our actions and values is not our sinful desire for self-satisfaction but the very Spirit by which God 
raised Jesus from the dead and will also raise us from the dead. 
A reading from Romans, Chapter 8. 
 
6 To set the mind on the flesh is death, but to set the mind on the Spirit is life and peace. 7 For this 
reason the mind that is set on the flesh is hostile to God; it does not submit to God’s law—indeed, it 
cannot, 8 and those who are in the flesh cannot please God.​
9 But you are not in the flesh; you are in the Spirit, since the Spirit of God dwells in you. Anyone who 
does not have the Spirit of Christ does not belong to him. 10 But if Christ is in you, then the body is 
dead because of sin, but the Spirit is life because of righteousness. 11 If the Spirit of him who raised 
Jesus from the dead dwells in you, he who raised Christ Jesus from the dead will give life to your 
mortal bodies also through his Spirit that dwells in you. 
 
Word of God, word of life. Thanks be to God.                 ​ ​ ​ ​ Romans  8: 6-11 
 
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION​​ ​ ​ ​ ​  
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Gospel 
Jesus is moved to sorrow when his friend Lazarus falls ill and dies. Then, in a dramatic scene, he 
calls his friend out of the tomb and restores him to life. 
The holy Gospel according to John, Chapter 11. Glory to you, O Lord. 
 
1 Now a certain man was ill, Lazarus of Bethany, the village of Mary and her sister Martha. 2 Mary was 
the one who anointed the Lord with perfume and wiped his feet with her hair; her brother Lazarus was 
ill. 3 So the sisters sent a message to Jesus, “Lord, he whom you love is ill.”  
4 But when Jesus heard it, he said, “This illness does not lead to death; rather, it is for God’s glory, so 
that the Son of God may be glorified through it.” 5 Accordingly, though Jesus loved Martha and her 
sister and Lazarus, 6 after having heard that Lazarus was ill, he stayed two days longer in the place 
where he was.​
 7 Then after this he said to the disciples, “Let us go to Judea again.” 8 The disciples said to him, 
“Rabbi, the Jews were just now trying to stone you, and are you going there again?” 9 Jesus 
answered, “Are there not twelve hours of daylight? Those who walk during the day do not stumble 
because they see the light of this world. 10 But those who walk at night stumble because the light is 
not in them.” 11 After saying this, he told them, “Our friend Lazarus has fallen asleep, but I am going 
there to awaken him.” 12 The disciples said to him, “Lord, if he has fallen asleep, he will be all 
right.” 13 Jesus, however, had been speaking about his death, but they thought that he was referring 
merely to sleep. 14 Then Jesus told them plainly, “Lazarus is dead. 15 For your sake I am glad I was not 
there, so that you may believe. But let us go to him.” 16 Thomas, who was called the Twin, said to his 
fellow disciples, “Let us also go, that we may die with him.”​
17 When Jesus arrived, he found that Lazarus had already been in the tomb four days. 18 Now Bethany 
was near Jerusalem, some two miles away, 19 and many of the Jews had come to Martha and Mary to 
console them about their brother. 20 When Martha heard that Jesus was coming, she went and met 
him, while Mary stayed at home. 21 Martha said to Jesus, “Lord, if you had been here, my brother 
would not have died. 22 But even now I know that God will give you whatever you ask of him.” 23 Jesus 
said to her, “Your brother will rise again.” 24 Martha said to him, “I know that he will rise again in the 
resurrection on the last day.”  
25 Jesus said to her, “I am the resurrection and the life. Those who believe in me, even though they 
die, will live, 26 and everyone who lives and believes in me will never die. Do you believe this?” 27 She 
said to him, “Yes, Lord, I believe that you are the Messiah, the Son of God, the one coming into the 
world.”​
28 When she had said this, she went back and called her sister Mary and told her privately, “The 
Teacher is here and is calling for you.” 29 And when she heard it, she got up quickly and went to 
him. 30 Now Jesus had not yet come to the village but was still at the place where Martha had met 
him. 31 The Jews who were with her in the house consoling her saw Mary get up quickly and go out. 
They followed her because they thought that she was going to the tomb to weep there. 32 When Mary 
came where Jesus was and saw him, she knelt at his feet and said to him, “Lord, if you had been 
here, my brother would not have died.” 33 When Jesus saw her weeping and the Jews who came with 
her also weeping, he was greatly disturbed in spirit and deeply moved. 34 He said, “Where have you 
laid him?” They said to him, “Lord, come and see.” 35 Jesus began to weep. 36 So the Jews said, “See 
how he loved him!” 37 But some of them said, “Could not he who opened the eyes of the blind man 
have kept this man from dying?”​
38 Then Jesus, again greatly disturbed, came to the tomb. It was a cave, and a stone was lying 
against it. 39 Jesus said, “Take away the stone.” Martha, the sister of the dead man, said to him, “Lord, 
already there is a stench because he has been dead four days.” 40 Jesus said to her, “Did I not tell you 
that if you believed you would see the glory of God?” 41 So they took away the stone. And Jesus 
looked upward and said, “Father, I thank you for having heard me.  
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42 I knew that you always hear me, but I have said this for the sake of the crowd standing here, so that 
they may believe that you sent me.” 43 When he had said this, he cried with a loud voice, “Lazarus, 
come out!” 44 The dead man came out, his hands and feet bound with strips of cloth and his face 
wrapped in a cloth. Jesus said to them, “Unbind him, and let him go.”​
45 Many of the Jews, therefore, who had come with Mary and had seen what Jesus did believed in 
him. 

The Gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ                    ​ ​ ​       John 11: 1-45 
 
CHILDREN’S MESSAGE (aimed toward Grades K thru 6th, but those younger are welcomed with an 
accompanying adult). 
  
SERMON    
 
HYMN OF THE DAY ​ ​ Jesus Is a Rock in a Weary Land​ ​ ​    ELW 333​    
 
L:  APOSTLES’ CREED 
Let us profess our faith using the words of the Apostles’ Creed. 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried. He 
descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will come to judge the living and the dead. I 
believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness 
of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 

(Please be seated) 
 

L: PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION  
Reconciled by God’s mercy and sustained by God’s presence, let us pray for the world and its needs. 

A brief silence. 
We pray for the church. Grant life and peace to all who gather in your name. Breathe into us so that 
we may share your message of forgiveness, hope, and love. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great. 
 
We pray for creation. Renew landscapes that have dried up, prosper the work of those who restore 
homes and habitats after natural disasters, and sustain places where biodiversity thrives. Hear us, O 
God. Your mercy is great. 
 
God our healer, we continue to pray for those on our prayer list. In addition we lift up to your care 
these loved ones and concerns that we name aloud or in our hearts before you now…(time is allowed 
for additions). Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great. 
 
We pray for this assembly. Ready the hearts and spirits of all preparing to be baptized. Deepen our 
wonder at the mystery of your resurrection and life. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great. 
 
Now may we lift up praise and thanksgiving for Restored Health, Life Celebrations and God Sightings 
for which we are joyful…(time is allowed for responses). Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great. 
 
Receive our prayers, O God, through Jesus Christ, our strength and salvation. Amen. 
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+MEAL+ 
God feeds us in the presence of Jesus Christ.  

 
OFFERING COLLECTION 
Offerings towards our Ministries are also welcomed by scanning this code with your 

phone camera.  
 

OFFERTORY                  ​  One Bread, One Body       ​     ​ ​                 ELW 496 (vs. 2) 

L: OFFERING PRAYER 
For all that we have received from God let us pray for what we return. 
O God, maker of heaven and earth, your steadfast love embraces all creation. You send rain and 
sunshine to nourish the earth and bring forth its bounty. Through these gifts of bread and 
wine, draw us into the death and life of your Son, who calls us to bear witness to his saving 
work. We ask this in Jesus’ name. Amen. 
 
THE GREAT THANKSGIVING​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​             ACS  p. 36  
Dialogue​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​  ACS  p. 36 ​   
Preface                                                                                                            
Holy, Holy, Holy​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​                                 p. 36  
Eucharistic Prayer 
Lord’s Prayer          ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​               p. 39 left column            
​  
COMMUNION DISTRIBUTION 
Taste and see that the Lord is good. 
At Faith all are welcome to receive Holy Communion. You are invited to come forward by the center 
aisle to fill in along the rail from the center to the sides.  You may either stand or kneel to receive 
bread (or gluten-free wafers upon request) and wine (or white grape juice) in pre-filled glasses. Empty 
glasses can be placed in baskets provided as you return by the side aisles to your seat for silent 
meditation. If you need communion brought to you, please notify the usher.  
(if you are giving a reminder at the end of the service, please move to the pew behind the lectern as 
the altar is cleared after communion distribution) 
 
COMMUNION HYMN      ​ ​ Bread of Life, Our Host and Meal​ ​ ​  ELW 464 

L: POST COMMUNION PRAYER 
Let us pray. 
God of our salvation, we give you thanks for this meal that restores our souls, reconciles us to 
you, and strengthens us for the journey. Through the body and blood of your Son, may we 
become Christ’s body in the world, bearing witness to your love for all creation, through Jesus 
Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 

+SENDING+ 
God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world. 

 
BLESSING 
Receive the blessing of the holy Trinity: God, who calls all things into existence, Jesus Christ, who 
redeems us, and the Holy Spirit, whose breath sustains creation, ☩ bless you now and always. 
Amen. 
 
REMINDERS 
(If you are giving a reminder, come to the pew behind the lectern as the altar is cleared). 
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SENDING HYMN                ​  You Are The Way​ ​ ​     ​ ​ ​   ELW 758 

DISMISSAL AND SHARING OF THE PEACE 
The peace of Christ be with you all.  And also with you. 
As we go let us share the peace of Christ with one another. Believe the good news. Thanks be to 
God. 
 
POSTLUDE  
 
WORSHIP LEADERS for Sunday, March 22, 2026 
Presiding Minister: Pastor Chris Dion 
Music Director: Helen Glatthaar 
Assisting Minister: Jill Little 
Lector: Jennifer Alling 
Tech Team: Abigail Griffin, Ken Griffin, Connor Pratt 
Ushers: Donald Milbrandt, Bill Golden, Kathy Golden, Cheryl Davis 
Altar Guild: Susan and Ashley Provenzano 
Communion Assistants: Denise Martin and Valerie Holcomb 
From Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2026 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies 
Annual License #26763. Permission to reprint and stream the music in this service obtained from ONE LICENSE with license #A-724528 and CCLI 
#22340990.  All rights reserved. 
 
THIS WEEK’S CALENDAR​
Sunday, March 22, 2026  
9:30 a.m. Service of Holy Communion (Sanctuary, You Tube, Facebook) 
10:30 a.m. Congregational Conversation and Coffee Time 
Monday, March 23, 2026 
6:00 p.m. Bristol Chorale 
Wednesday, March 25, 2026 
6:00 p.m. Soup, Bread and Fellowship at Gloria Dei 
7:30 p.m.  Voice Choir – Chapel 
Thursday, March 26, 2026 
7:00 p.m. AA (Fellowship Hall) 
7:00 p.m. Al Anon  
Friday, March 27, 2026 
6:00 p.m. Trivia Night 
Saturday, March 28, 2026 
10:00 a.m. Fitness Class 
Sunday, March 29, 2026  Palm Sunday 
9:30 a.m. Service of Holy Communion (Sanctuary, You Tube, Facebook) 
10:30 a.m.  Palm Sunday Pancake Breakfast 
 
FAITH LUTHERAN CHURCH, BRISTOL, CT 
1125 Stafford Ave., Bristol, CT  06010 
Church Office Hours:  Monday – Thursday 9 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. 
Church Phone: 860.583.5809 
Email:  churchoffice@FaithBristolCT.org 
Pastor Chris Dion, phone:  860.989.3507 
 

 

 


