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Report

Mahatma Gandhi Vidyamandir’s, Loknete Vyankatrao Hiray Arts, Science and
Commerce College Panchavati, Nashik -03, Department of Geography and Research Centre,
Board of Studies-Geography (MGV), under the aegis of IQAC Jointly Organized National
Webinar on "Geographical Perspective on Sustainable Tourism: Balancing Ecology,
Society and Economy'this programme was organized on the occasion of World Tourism
Day on Wednesday, 27" September, 2023 & Thursday, 28" September, 2023, For this
Webinar, Hon’ble Principal Dr. Harish Adke (Vice President, Mahatma Gandhi



Vidyamandir), Hon’ble, Dr. Apoorva Prashant Hiray (Co-ordinator, Mahatma Gandhi
Vidyamandir), Dr. Yogita Apoorva Hiray (Vice-Chairperson ,College Development
Committee) gave good wishes. the programme was graced by Eminent Speakers Prof. (Retd.)
H. N. Mishra, Department of Geography, University of Allahabad, Dr. Sawan Deshmukh
(Senate Member, SGBA University Amravati, & Head, Department of Geography, Bhartiya
Mahavidyalaya, Morshi) and Mr. Amol Joshi (Director, Purva Paryatan, Nashik), and
programme/technical sessions was chaired by Senior Prof. (Dr.) Ravindra Jaybhaye
(Savitribai Phule Pune University, Pune), Prof. (Dr.) Pramodkumar Hiray (Gokhale Education
Societies, HPT Arts and RYK Science College, Nashik ), Dr.Chintaman Nigale ( Member,
BOS Geography SPPU, Pune), Prof.(Dr.) C.M.Nikam (Head, Department of Geography,
Mahatma Gandhi Vidyamandir’s, Maharaja Sayajirao Gaikwad College Malegaon Camp,
District- Nashik )

This National Webinar was organized under the guidance and leadership of Principal
Dr.B. S. Jagdale, Vice-Principal Prof. (Dr.) Mrunal Bhardwaj, Vice-Principal Prof. (Dr.) K.H.
Kapadnis, HR Supervisor Dr. Vinit Rakibe, Academic Supervisor Dr.Santosh Chobe, Estate
Supervisor Dr. Satish Tambe and all the BOS Members of SPPU, Pune and BOS , MGV
Geography. Co-ordinator of this programme was Dr.Rakesh Patil ( Chairman, BOS- MGV
Geography and Head, Department of Geography) and programme organizing committee
having the faculty of Department of Geography Dr.M.P.Pagar, Dr.R.A.Jadhav, Mr.Swapnil
Dhatrak, Mrs.Kavita Ghate, Mr.Raj Narayane and Students of the PG Department of
Geography. After the Inauguration Function this programme was alienated into two technical
sessions each day. On the second day of the Webinar the Third Technical Session was
followed by the paper presentation and Valedictory function.

Inauguration Function

Inauguration function was held under the guidance of chairperson Vice-Principal Prof.
(Dr.) Mrunal Bhardwaj and Chief guest for this function was Prof. (Retd.) H. N. Mishra,
Department of Geography, University of Allahabad, in his address Prof. Mishra Said that the
Indian tourism business is growing day by day. Tourism sector has an important share in the
national gross income. This is providing huge employment opportunities to the youth of the
country. However, with the increase in tourism business, it is necessary to make efforts from
all levels so that it does not have an adverse effect on the environment. It is very important



for everyone to adopt sustainable tourism and sustainable environment.

Sustainable tourism holds paramount importance for several interconnected reasons. Firstly, it
plays a pivotal role in the conservation of natural resources, promoting responsible use of
water, energy, and land to safeguard ecosystems, wildlife, and natural landscapes. Secondly,
sustainable tourism is a guardian of cultural heritage, fostering respect for local traditions and
customs while preserving indigenous cultures and historical sites. Thirdly, it generates
substantial economic benefits by creating jobs, generating income, and stimulating growth
within local communities, particularly through community-based tourism initiatives.
Fourthly, it reduces the environmental impact of tourism, addressing concerns such as carbon
emissions, habitat destruction, and waste generation.

The chairperson Prof. (Dr) Mrunal Bhardwa;j said that the Moreover, it enhances the
quality of life for local residents through improved infrastructure, healthcare, and education,
all of which stem from increased revenue and responsible tourism development. Sustainable
tourism also champions long-term viability, ensuring that destinations remain attractive and
accessible for future generations. Furthermore, it delivers more authentic and meaningful
experiences for tourists by encouraging interactions with local communities and the
enjoyment of unspoiled natural beauty. Additionally, sustainable tourism contributes to
climate change mitigation by promoting energy efficiency, renewable energy sources, and
carbon offset programs.

The Programme was introduced by the Co-ordinator Dr. Rakesh Patil, he welcomes
all the guests, participants and he said in his speech. Tourism, is not just a leisure activity; it
is a powerful force that can shape economies, cultures, and landscapes. It brings people
together, fosters understanding between diverse communities, and drives economic growth in
both urban and rural areas. We will explore the latest trends, innovations, and sustainable
practices that are shaping the future of travel and hospitality. We will hear from distinguished
experts, thought leaders, and industry professionals who have dedicated their careers to
advancing and enriching the tourism sector. Further he said, in this webinar, we will not only
celebrate the beauty and diversity of our nation as a tourist destination but also examine the
challenges and opportunities that lie ahead. We will discuss how tourism can be a force for
good, supporting local communities, preserving our natural and cultural heritage, and
contributing to our nation's overall development. and also, he explained the agenda for the
day like engaging presentations, panel discussions, and interactive sessions that will provide
valuable insights and inspire meaningful conversations. Lastly, he encouraged all to actively
participate, ask questions, and share your perspectives.

Anchoring of the programme was done by the Dr. Rajaram Jadhav and Mrs.K.M.
Ghate, Vote of thanks expressed by Mr. Raj Narayane.

Technical Session — 1

National Webinar on '"Geographical Perspective on Sustainable Tourism:
Balancing Ecology, Society and Economy' organized on the occasion of World Tourism
Day on Wednesday, 27th September 2023. The first technical session was graced by the
key-note address by Prof. (Retd.) H. N. Mishra, Department of Geography, University of
Allahabad and session was chaired by the Senior Prof. (Dr) Ravindra Jaybhaye (Senior
Professor, Department of Geography, Savitribai Phule Pune University, Pune)



In the Key note address Prof. (Retd.) H. N. Mishra, said that the Tourism and
geography share a deeply interconnected relationship, with geography serving as a
foundational element in the tourism industry. The choice of tourist destinations is
significantly shaped by geography. Factors like climate, landscape, natural attractions, and
proximity to other destinations are pivotal in determining a place's appeal to tourists.
Furthermore, he said the spatial distribution of tourist destinations across the globe is a
reflection of geographical factors. Countries and regions with diverse landscapes, climates,
and cultural attractions are more likely to attract a broader range of tourists. Geography also
plays a role in the development of niche tourism segments, such as ecotourism in biodiverse
regions, winter sports in mountainous areas, or coastal tourism along coastlines. Geography
also determines the vulnerability of tourist destinations to various risks and challenges.
Coastal regions, for example, are susceptible to sea-level rise and extreme weather events due
to their location, making them particularly relevant in discussions of climate change
adaptation in tourism.

The chairperson of the session Senior Professor (Dr.) Ravindra Jaybhaye (Sr.
Professor, Dept. of Geography, S.P.P.University, Pune) concluded this session with his
remarks as he said Geography is the foundation upon which the tourism industry is built. It
shapes destination selection, accessibility, and development, influences tourism niches, and
plays a pivotal role in managing risks and opportunities in the tourism sector. The close
interaction between tourism and geography underscores the importance of understanding the
geographical context when studying and promoting tourism. Crucially, Dr. Jaybhay
highlighted that geography is instrumental in managing risks and opportunities within the
tourism sector. Understanding a destination's geographical vulnerabilities, such as its
susceptibility to natural disasters or climate change impacts, is essential for sustainable
tourism development. Likewise, recognizing geographical advantages, such as unique natural
attractions or strategic location, can unlock opportunities for growth and development. In
essence, the symbiotic relationship between tourism and geography underscores the
importance of comprehending the geographical context when studying and promoting
tourism.

Anchoring of the technical session first was done by the Mrs.K.M. Ghate,
Introduction of the Chief guest was given by Dr.M.P.Pagar and Vote of thanks expressed by
Mr. Raj Narayane.

Technical Session — I1

National Webinar on '"Geographical Perspective on Sustainable Tourism:
Balancing Ecology, Society and Economy'"organized on the occasion of World Tourism
Day on Wednesday, 27th September 2023. The Second technical session was graced by the
key-note address by Dr. Sawan Deshmukh (Senate Member, SGBA University Amravati, &
Head, Department of Geography, Bhartiya Mahavidyalaya, Morshi) and session was chaired
by the Dr. Chintaman Nigale (Member BOS, Savitribai Phule Pune University, Pune)



In the Key note address Dr. Sawan Deshmukh asserted that

Tourism and sustainable development are deeply intertwined concepts that prioritize the
harmonious coexistence of tourism activities with the long-term well-being of destinations.
Sustainable tourism, also known as responsible tourism or eco-tourism, seeks to strike a
balance between economic growth, environmental preservation, and social equity. It
recognizes that tourism can be a powerful economic driver, creating jobs and revenue for
local communities. However, it also emphasizes the need to ensure that these economic
benefits are distributed fairly and that the environment remains protected.

Further he said in the realm of environmental conservation, sustainable tourism places
great importance on safeguarding natural resources and minimizing ecological harm. This
encompasses initiatives such as wildlife conservation, sustainable water management, waste
reduction, and responsible energy consumption. Additionally, it emphasizes the preservation
of cultural heritage, including traditions, historical sites, and local customs. Sustainable
tourism encourages respectful interactions between tourists and the local community to
maintain the integrity of these cultural assets.

The chairperson of the session Dr. Chintaman Nigale (Member, Senate,
S.P.P.University, Pune) concluded this session with his remarks as he said the sustainable
tourism strives to empower local communities by involving them in decision-making
processes, offering training and employment opportunities, and ensuring that they reap
tangible benefits from tourism development. Education and awareness are key components,
fostering a deeper understanding among tourists about the environmental and cultural
significance of the places they visit. Ultimately, sustainable tourism hinges on thoughtful
infrastructure planning, accommodating tourists while minimizing any adverse impacts on
the destination. In this way, tourism and sustainable development can complement each other,
creating a more resilient and prosperous future for both travelers and the places they explore.

Anchoring of the second technical session was done by the Mrs.K.M. Ghate,
Introduction of the Chief guest was given by Dr. R. A. Jadhav and Vote of thanks expressed
by Mr. Raj Narayane.

Technical Session — I11

National Webinar on "Geographical Perspective on Sustainable Tourism:
Balancing Ecology, Society and Economy'"organized on the occasion of World Tourism
Day on Thursday, 28" September 2023. The third technical session was graced by the
key-note address by Mr. Amol Joshi (Director, Purva Paryatan, Nashik) and session was
chaired by the Prof. Dr. Pramodkumar Hiray (Member BOS, Savitribai Phule Pune
University, Pune)



In the Key note address Mr. Amol Joshi asserted that the tourism industry, a
multifaceted sector encompassing hospitality, travel, and recreation, relies heavily on a
skilled workforce for its vitality. Skilful professionals are essential for a variety of reasons.
Firstly, they play a pivotal role in ensuring customer satisfaction, as tourism is fundamentally
customer-oriented, and well-trained personnel can meet diverse traveller expectations
effectively. Furthermore, they contribute significantly to the competitive edge of businesses
and destinations by offering exceptional services and experiences. In addition to enhancing
customer satisfaction, skilled workers are crucial for economic growth, as they efficiently
manage tourism businesses, stimulate revenue, and generate job opportunities, thereby
bolstering the local economy. Further he said in times of crisis, such as natural disasters or
health emergencies, a skilled workforce becomes indispensable for managing and recovering
from these challenges with minimal disruption to the industry. Moreover, as sustainable
tourism gains traction, skilled professionals are needed to implement environmentally
friendly practices, minimize ecological impacts, and promote responsible tourism
development. The tourism industry's embrace of technological advancements also
underscores the importance of skills, as employees must adapt to and leverage digital tools
for enhanced customer experiences. Skills in cultural sensitivity, effective communication,
and safety and security measures are also critical for creating positive interactions and
ensuring the well-being of tourists. In essence, the tourism industry thrives on a skilled
workforce, driving its competitiveness, sustainability, and ability to cater to the evolving
needs of travellers.

The chairperson of the session Prof. Dr. Pramodkumar S. Hire (Head, Dept. of
Geography, H.P.T. Arts & R. Y. K. Science College, Nashik) concluded this session with his
remarks as the tourism industry's need for a skilled workforce is undeniable and multifaceted.
Skilled professionals are the lifeblood of this dynamic sector, driving customer satisfaction,
economic growth, and the industry's overall competitiveness. They are essential not only for
providing exceptional services but also for adapting to evolving technologies and promoting
sustainable and responsible tourism practices. Moreover, in times of crisis, their expertise is
pivotal for ensuring the safety and recovery of destinations and businesses. As tourism
continues to evolve, it is crucial that education, training, and professional development
remain a top priority to equip individuals with the necessary skills to excel in this
ever-changing and vital industry. With a skilled and committed workforce, the tourism
industry can continue to thrive while delivering memorable experiences to travellers and
contributing positively to local economies and global sustainability goals.

Anchoring of the third technical session was done by the Dr.R.A. Jadhav, Introduction
of the Chief guest was given by Mr.S.P. Dhatrak and Vote of thanks given by Mr. Raj
Narayane.

‘Research Paper Presentation’ Session — IV

National Webinar on "Geographical Perspective on Sustainable Tourism:
Balancing Ecology, Society and Economy'"organized on the occasion of World Tourism
Day on Thursday, 28"™ September 2023. The ‘Research Paper Presentation’ Session
graced under the chairmanship of Prof. (Dr.) C.M. Nikam (Member BOS, MGV and Head,
Department of Geography, Mahatma Gandhi Vidyamandir’s, MSG College, Malegaon
Camp.)



The Research Paper Presentation Session took place at this event was organized with
the aim of showcasing the latest research and academic work in our field, providing a
platform for scholars to exchange ideas, and fostering intellectual discourse within our
academic community. The presentation session featured a diverse range of research papers
covering various topics related to Sustainable Tourism, Ecology, and Economy. These papers
were presented by esteemed researchers and scholars who are experts in their respective
domains. The session was attended by 37 participants, including faculty members, students,
and professionals from various institutions and organizations.

The chairperson of the session Prof. (Dr.) C.M.Nikam Concluded this session with his
remarks as the Research Paper Presentation Session was a valuable and intellectually
stimulating event. It provided an opportunity for scholars to disseminate their research
findings, receive constructive feedback, and foster collaboration within our academic
community. The depth and breadth of research presented demonstrated the vibrant and
innovative nature of our field. Also, he appeals that to organizing similar events in the future
to continue promoting research and scholarly exchange within our community. Lastly, he
thanks to everyone who participated in and supported the Research Paper Presentation
Session. And said that to continued engagement in the academic endeavours.

Anchoring of the session was done by the Dr.M.P. Pagar, and Vote of thanks given by
Mr. Raj Narayane.

Valedictory Function

Valedictory function was held under the presidentship of Vice-Principal Prof. (Dr.)
K.H. Kapadnis, Essence of the programme was given by the Co-ordinator Dr. Rakesh Patil
(Chairman, BOS Geography-MGV and Head Department of Geography),He said that the as
we draw the curtains on our National Webinar on "Geographical Perspective on Sustainable
Tourism: Balancing Ecology, Society, and Economy," Throughout the course of this event,
we have delved into the multifaceted world of sustainable tourism through a geographical
lens. We've had the privilege of hearing from esteemed scholars, practitioners, and thought
leaders who have enriched our understanding of this critical theme.

The success of this program lies in the recognition that sustainable tourism is not
merely a buzzword or a passing trend. It is a global imperative, a collective responsibility that
transcends borders and disciplines. It is about preserving the beauty of our natural
environments, fostering vibrant societies, and nurturing thriving economies all in harmony.
This program has illuminated the challenges and opportunities on this journey. It has
underscored the importance of responsible travel, of preserving the ecological treasures that
make our planet so unique, of supporting the livelihoods of those who call these places home.

Lastly, he said that as we depart from this virtual gathering, let us carry with us the
spirit of this program—a commitment to action. Let us translate the knowledge we've gained,
the insights we've shared, and the inspiration we've found into tangible steps that promote
sustainable tourism in all its dimensions. Also, he thanks to Hon’ble Principal Dr. Harish
Adke (Vice President, Mahatma Gandhi Vidyamandir), Hon’ble, Dr. Apoorva Prashant Hiray
(Co-ordinator, Mahatma Gandhi Vidyamandir), Dr. Yogita Apoorva Hiray (Vice-Chairperson,



College Development Committee), Principal Dr. B.S. Jagdale and one and all who gave the
support for this webinar.

Dr. Vilas P. Ugale (Member, Board of Studies-Geography, S.P.P.University, Pune)
gave his remarks of the webinar. He was highly satisfied about the overall functions of this
webinar. Dr. Gautam Kolte (Asst. Professor, Dept. of Geography, Arts, Sci. & Comm.
College, Harsul) also recorded his feedback of the webinar. He said such a type of webinars
should be organized regularly to gather recent information. He ascertained that the webinar
was a big success. Miss. Shubhangi Jadhav (PG Student of Geography) also delivered her
thoughts about the webinar. As a student she was very happy about the topic of the webinar
and the discussions and paper presentations by the research scholars during the webinar.

In the Concluding remarks Vice-Principal Prof. (Dr.) K. H. Kapadnis Said this
function marks the end of a day filled with exploration, learning, and rich discussions. It's a
moment to celebrate the knowledge shared, connections made, and the dedication of all those
who have contributed to this event's success. Throughout the day, we've had the privilege of
hearing from esteemed scholars, experts, and practitioners who have shed light on the
complexities and opportunities within sustainable tourism. Their insights have been
enlightening and have deepened our understanding of this critical field. This function serves
as a reminder that our commitment to sustainable tourism extends beyond this event. It is an
ongoing journey, a shared endeavour that requires continued collaboration, innovation, and
advocacy. Lastly, he Wishing all for continued success in your endeavours to promote
sustainable tourism and contribute to a better world.

Anchoring of this session was done by the Dr.R.A. Jadhav, and Vote of thanks given
by Mr. Raj Narayane More than 80 participants joined for this programme from all over
India.
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Designation
61 responses
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Resource Person Mr. Amol Joshi' s content delivery and subject knowledge
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Did you Experience any value addition in your knowledge base by attending this Webinar?
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How do you rate the overall impact of the Webinar?
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Some positive comments received about the Webinar:



\ery nice organized

1 response

It was Wonderful platform for paper pressentation and that is too on the
occassion of World Tourism Day. | really Appreciate efforts taken by organizer to
host this Webinar. | expect such webinars will be organise in future. we will join.
thank you

1 response

Mational webinar nicely conducted

1 response

Very good

1 response

Excellent webinar thanku so much sir

1 response

This webinar is very helpful becoz a lot of information collect from that webinar
from to all participants plz conduct like this webinar evrytime
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Very good planning for Webinar

1 response

Mice session
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| like this webinar
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Arrange this types of webinar.
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Good organised webinar

1 response

The Google feedback link has poor and experience is excellent
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Best wishes @

Very Usafull knowledge with sustensbal development
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Best of webenar | confirmed
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Good webinar.



Very informative information

1 response

Organize another conference

1 response

\Very informative and useful webinar There should be an international webinar in
the future

1 response

Overall Good
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Good
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Excellznt
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Excellent sxperience
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Very Good webinar for new research student
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