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CBWP Critical Issue + Strategy Suggestion Form - Surface Water  
Ecological Working Group - Wetlands 

 
Place-based Planning requires that the Collaborative come up with a list of issues, based on the 
Step 2 and 3 work, that can be addressed with strategies in the surface water plan. When 
appropriate, Working Groups will fill out this form with the issues that have been identified 
during their research, explain why it should be addressed with the surface water plan, propose 
a possible strategy or solution to the issue, and provide expectations on the outcome of strategy 
implementation. Then, the project manager will compile the information in a spreadsheet and 
review with the Collaborative.  
 
Definition of a Critical Issue: A significant concern regarding instream or out-of-stream surface 
water flows/management/resources that is impacting the Harney basin ecology, economy, 
and/or community. 
 
Proposed Issue:   
Rivers and streams are disconnected from riparian areas/floodplains in some parts of the basin 
 
Source of the Issue: 
Has this information been developed in a Step 2 or 3 document? If so, which one? 
Wetlands Step 2 and 3 
 
Does the issue impact the ecology, economy, or community?: 
All three, though most directly it impacts ecology. While entrenched rivers can (and do) hold 
more water during high flood events, such as the ones in spring 2023, they also lead to 
degraded riparian areas and higher rates of erosion. Restored floodplain connectivity can 
improve water quality, create better fish habitat, and is better for migrating and breeding birds.  
 
Why should this issue be addressed with the CBWP surface water plan?: 
Restoring the connection of rivers and streams to their floodplains can help mitigate the 
impacts of low summer flows, improve water quality, provide better habitat for redband trout 
and breeding birds, and restoring riparian habitat can reduce erosion.  
 
If issue is not addressed, what will the situation be?: 
Given the current unpredictability of water in the Harney Basin, continued entrenchment of 
rivers, such as the Blitzen River, will likely lead to continued degradation of riparian vegetation, 
increased erosion, and decreased water quality.  
 
Suggestions for strategies to address issue: 
Information about river conditions (i.e. disconnection from floodplain) would need to be 
collected for the Harney Basin. Then, priority areas would need to be selected for river 
rehabilitation. This includes an approximately 18-mile stretch of the Blitzen River. Some of the 
responsibilities include reducing entrenchment (either through beaver dam analogs, the 
creation of riffles, or similar activities recommended by experts), planting willow and other 
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desirable riparian species, and monitoring the pre- and post-river rehabilitation conditions to 
understand effectiveness of these efforts. 
 
Expected outcome once strategy is implemented: 
Improved water quality, higher quality riparian vegetation, reduced erosion, and more natural 
functionality of rehabilitated river reaches. This includes flow of water from the river to the 
floodplain in spring and flow of water from the floodplain to the river in summer months, 
creating better redband trout and breeding bird habitat. 


