Instructor Competency Quiz: Wilderness
Exploration Course

Instructor Name:
Date:

Instructions: Complete this quiz to demonstrate your knowledge of the Wilderness Exploration
course. Most answers are multiple choice or fill-in-the-blank. Use short answers only where
indicated.

1. What is the term used for animals that include both reptiles and amphibians?
a) Vertebrates
b) Herptiles
c) Ectotherms
d) Invertebrates

2. Which of the following is a key difference between reptiles and amphibians?
a) Amphibians lay hard-shelled eggs on land; reptiles have soft, jelly-like eggs in water
b) Amphibians have dry, scaly skin; reptiles have moist, permeable skin
c) Amphibians have smooth, permeable skin and require water for reproduction; reptiles
have dry, scaly skin and lay eggs on land
d) Reptiles start life in water; amphibians live entirely on land

3. Which of these is a venomous spider found in Missouri?
a) Wolf spider
b) Brown recluse
c) Daddy-longlegs
d) Jumping spider

4. When outdoors, which snake should campers be most cautious of?
a) Garter snake
b) Black rat snake
c) Copperhead
d) Corn snake

5. Which of the following is not considered an invertebrate?
a) Beetle
b) Spider
¢) Salamander
d) Fly
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Which safety measure is required before handling animals in the camp’s Animal Area?
a) Wearing gloves at all times

b) Sitting on the floor and getting permission from a qualified staff member

¢) Running slowly around the enclosure

d) Only observing animals from a distance

The three main body sections of an insect are : ,
and

Amphibians are called indicator species because their thin skin allows them to absorb

or from the environment.
When collecting wild edibles, always eat in and only with the
instructor’s guidance.
A pond differs from a lake because it is generally and the
temperature is from top to bottom.
The rhyme to help identify poison ivy is: “Leaves of , letit be.”

Name two examples of reptiles commonly found at Cub Creek.

Name two wild edibles that campers might collect in the woods.

What are three key rules for animal etiquette when interacting with camp animals?

True or False: All amphibians provide parental care for their eggs.

True or False: Reptiles are ectotherms, meaning they rely on the environment to
regulate body temperature.

True or False: Critter Keepers used to hold insects must be returned clean to the Creepy
Crawly Critter Room.
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course objectives, safety protocols, and the identification of local plants and animals necessary
to instruct Jr. Naturalist campers.
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