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The UK has always been a top destination for master’s students, offering a blend of academic
excellence and rich cultural experiences. This year, around 185,000 Indian students chose the
UK for their higher studies. If you're considering a master's, exploring the top 10 universities in
the UK for masters is a smart move.

These universities not only hold solid academic reputations but also offer countless global
opportunities. With so many options, choosing the right university can feel daunting. This guide
will help you go through the top universities in the UK for a masters and make an informed
decision for your future.



Top 10 Universities in the UK for Masters

The UK is home to some of the best universities in the world, with nearly 90 of them ranked in
the QS World University Rankings 2025.

These top institutions are known for their academic excellence and the diverse range of
master’s programs they offer.

Here is an overview of the top 10 universities in the UK for masters.
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Top 10 Universities in the UK for Qs Average Annual Fees
Masters Rankings
2025
Imperial College London 2 INR 44.6L (£40.9K)
University of Oxford 3 INR 38.5L to INR 65L (£35.3K to £59.3K)
University of Cambridge 5 INR 28L (£25.7K)
UCL 9 INR 41L (£37.5K)
The University of Edinburgh 27 INR 26.7L (£24.5K)
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The University of Manchester 34 INR 10L (£9.2K)

King's College London 40 INR 29.5L (£27.1K)

The London School of Economics 50 INR 29.2L (£26.8K)
nd Political Science (LSE

University of Bristol 54 INR 26L (£23.9K)

The University of Warwick 69 INR 34.5L (£31.6K)

Here’s a more comprehensive look into the above-mentioned universities.

1. Imperial College London

Established in 1907, Imperial College London is one of the best colleges in the UK for masters,
specialising in science, engineering, medicine, and business. With 62% of its 20,488 students
coming from over 140 countries, it’s a truly international hub. The college also has a diverse
staff, with 54% of its faculty from outside the UK.

Top Programs

MSc in Advanced Computing

MSc in Data Science

MSc in Environmental Engineering
MBA

MSc in Finance & Management

Here are the eligibility criteria.

Criteria Requirement
Academic Requirements GPA of 6.75 —9.0/10 or 55%-70%
English Language Proficiency e |ELTS:6.5
e TOEFL: 92
Relevant Experience (for MBA) | At least 3 years of relevant professional experience.

2. University of Oxford

The University of Oxford, dating back to the 11th century, is one of the best universities in the
UK for masters. It has 22,000 students, 40% of whom are overseas, and its 44 colleges are
spread across the historic city of Oxford. Known for its strength in sciences, Oxford is ranked
number one in the world for medicine.
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Top Programs

MSc in Advanced Computer Science

MSc in Financial Economics

MSc in Social Data Science

MSc in Psychological Research

MSc in Global Health Science and Epidemiology

Here are the eligibility criteria.

Criteria Requirement

Academic Requirements Overall grade of 60%

English Language Proficiency e |ELTS:7.5
TOEFL: 110

Standardised Tests Some courses require the GRE or other specific tests.

3. University of Cambridge

With a history dating back to 1209, the University of Cambridge is one of the best universities in
the UK for masters. It hosts 21,180 students, 38% of whom pursue postgraduate studies and
61% of whom are international students. Cambridge’s 31 colleges are known for their
world-class teaching and research.

Top Programs

MPhil in Advanced Computer Science
MPhil in Finance

MPhil in Development Studies

MPhil in Education (Digital)

MPhil in Public Policy

Here are the eligibility criteria.

Criteria Requirement
Academic Requirements 90% or higher in five or more relevant subjects
English Language Proficiency e |ELTS:7.5
e TOEFL: 110
Standardised Tests Required for specific courses (e.g., MAT, STEP).




4. UCL

UCL, founded in 1826, is one of the best colleges in the UK for masters. It has 45,671 students,
47% of whom are postgraduates. Nearly 26,184 international students from over 150 countries
call UCL home. It also boasts 7,383 faculty members, 46% of whom come from abroad.

Top Programs

MSc in Data Science

MSc in Urban Planning and Policy
MSc in Cognitive Neuroscience
MSc in Management

MSc in Global Health

Here are the eligibility criteria.

Criteria Requirement
Academic Requirements GPA of 3.3 /4.0 (or equivalent)
English Language Proficiency e |ELTS:7
TOEFL: 96
Standardised Tests GRE/GMAT for specific courses.

5. The University of Edinburgh

Founded in 1582, the University of Edinburgh is one of the best universities in the UK for
masters. With 37,016 students, 32% of whom are postgraduates, and nearly 18,000
international students from 180 countries, Edinburgh offers a truly global learning experience.
The university boasts 4,846 faculty members, 45% of whom are international, contributing to its
innovative research and teaching.

Top Programs

MSc in Artificial Intelligence

MSc in Data Science

MSc in International Business

MSc in Sustainable Energy Systems
MSc in Clinical Psychology

Here are the eligibility criteria.

Criteria Requirement

Academic Requirements Overall grade of 80%




English Language Proficiency e |ELTS:6.5
TOEFL: 92

6. The University of Manchester

Part of the prestigious Russell Group, the University of Manchester is a global leader in
research and innovation. With 42,759 students, 30% of whom are postgraduates, and over
19,000 international students, it's one of the best universities in the UK for masters. The
university’s 4,997 faculty members and world-class facilities, including the most prominent
Students' Union in the UK, make it a top choice for students worldwide.

Top Programs

MSc in Data Science

MSc in International Business

MSc in Environmental Management
MSc in Finance

MA in Human Resource Management

Here are the eligibility criteria.

Criteria Requirement

Academic Requirements 80-95% overall

English Language Proficiency e |ELTS:5.5
e TOEFL: 72

7. King's College London

King’s College London, one of the best colleges in the UK for masters, is ranked among the top
40 universities globally (QS 2024). With 34,921 students, 36% at the postgraduate level, and
over 15,000 international students, King'’s is known for its world-class teaching and research.
The university’s 4,526 staff members, 46% of whom are international, contribute to its global
impact in fields like law, medicine, and the sciences.

Top Programs

MA in International Relations

MA in Digital Asset and Media Management
MA in Public Policy

MSc in Mental Health: Psychological Therapies
MA in War Studies

Here are the eligibility criteria.



Criteria Requirement

Academic Requirements 90% overall

English Language Proficiency e |ELTS:7.5
e TOEFL: 100

8. The London School of Economics and Political Science (LSE)

The London School of Economics and Political Science (LSE) is one of the best colleges in the
UK for masters, offering a unique social science perspective across 140 postgraduate
programs. With 12,571 students, 53% of whom are postgraduates and nearly 9,000
international students, LSE thrives on its global diversity.

Top Programs

MSc in Economics

MSc in International Relations
Master of Public Administration
MSc in Management

MSc in Finance

Here are the eligibility criteria.

Criteria

Requirement

Academic Requirements

Minimum 70%

IELTS: 7
TOEFL: 107

English Language Proficiency °

Standardised Tests

GRE/GMAT may be required for specific programs.

9. University of Bristol

Founded in 1876, the University of Bristol is a member of the prestigious Russell Group and is
recognised as one of the best universities in the UK for masters. With 29,715 students, 24% of
whom are postgraduates and over 10,000 international students, Bristol offers a vibrant and
diverse learning environment.

The university boasts 2,267 faculty members and is known for its cutting-edge research. 94% of
its research is deemed ‘world-leading’ or ‘internationally excellent.’

Top Programs
e MSc in Robotics



MSc in Data Science

MA in International Relations

MSc in Environmental Sustainability
MA in Education

Here are the eligibility criteria.

Criteria Requirement

Academic Requirements 70-80%

English Language Proficiency e |ELTS:7
TOEFL: 95

Work Experience It is not typically required, but it is beneficial for some
courses.

10. The University of Warwick

The University of Warwick, founded on boldness and collaboration, is one of the best
universities in the UK for masters. With 26,010 students, 30% of whom are postgraduates and
over 11,500 international students, Warwick is a global hub for academic excellence.

The university’s 2,634 staff members contribute to its top-tier research, with 92% rated as
‘world-leading’ or ‘internationally excellent’.

Top Programs

MA in International Political Economy
MBA

MRes Economics

MA History

MA Global Governance

Here are the eligibility criteria.

Criteria Requirement

Academic Requirements Minimum 85%

English Language Proficiency e |ELTS: 6.5
TOEFL: 90

Work Experience Typically required for MBA and some MSc programs.




Admission Process for Universities in the UK for Masters

The UK'’s reputation as the fifth cleanest country in the world, combined with its
world-class education, makes it a top choice for students pursuing higher studies.

If you're looking to apply to one of the top 10 universities in the UK for masters, most of them
use the UCAS platform. This system allows you to apply to multiple universities at once,
simplifying the process.

Here’s a quick guide to help you get started.

1. Sign up for UCAS: Create an account on the UCAS portal to start your application.

2. Complete the Application: Complete the forms for your chosen courses and
universities, making sure everything is accurate.

3. Upload Required Documents: You'll need to submit:

Official academic transcripts

A well-crafted CV or resume

Two to three letters of recommendation

A strong statement of purpose

Work experience certificates, if applicable

Proof of financial capability

English language test scores (IELTS or TOEFL)

4. Pay the Application Fee: Fees typically range from INR 16.3K to INR 21.8K (£150 to
£200).

5. Submit Your Application: Once everything is ready, submit it and wait for a response.

o O O O O O O

How to Choose the Best University in the UK for
Masters?

Choosing the right university for your master's in the UK can feel overwhelming, especially with
SO many great options.



However, breaking it down into manageable steps can simplify the process. Here’s how you can
find your way through the decision.

How to Choose the Best University
in the UK for Masters

Field of Study

Academic
Reputation

Career
Opportunities

Costs and
Scholarships

Location

1. Field of Study: Start by identifying your area of interest. This will help you narrow down
universities that excel in your chosen subiject.

2. Academic Reputation: Focus on universities with solid rankings in your field.
Institutions like Oxford, Cambridge, and Imperial College London are globally renowned,
but make sure their expertise aligns with your goals.

3. Career Opportunities: Choose universities offering internships, work placements, or
career support that can enhance employability. Schools like LSE and Warwick have
strong industry ties that can boost your career prospects.

4. Costs and Scholarships: UK tuition varies significantly—from INR 10L at Manchester
to INR 65L at Oxford. To reduce expenses, explore scholarships, such as those at
Imperial College and Warwick.

5. Location: Consider the cost of living, climate, and lifestyle. London offers a fast-paced
environment, while cities like Edinburgh or Bristol are more relaxed.

Scholarships for Universities in the UK for Masters

Studying at one of the top 10 universities in the UK can be made more affordable with the help
of scholarships, which can greatly reduce the financial burden.



One notable option is the British Council Great Scholarships, which offers 198
scholarships annually, with a total fund of £2.6 million, in collaboration with 40 UK

universities.

Here are some of the scholarships available at the top 10 universities in the UK.

Scholarship Name

Award

London Business School Scholarships

Up to £78.5K (INR 85.7L)

Oxford Said Business School Foundation
Scholarships

Up to £30K (INR 32.7L)

Cambridge Judge Business School
Scholarships

Up to £15K (INR 16.3L)

Imperial College Business School
Scholarships

Up to £25K (INR 27.3L)

Warwick Business School Scholarships

Up to 50% of the tuition fees

Job Opportunities After Studying at Top 10 Universities in

the UK

The UK job market is thriving, with 33.23 million people employed and a 74.8% employment

rate.

Here’s a quick overview of some of the top career options.

Job Title

Average Salary (per year)

Chief Financial Officer (CFO)

INR 1.69Cr (£115.5K)

Chief Technology Officer (CTO)

INR 97.7L (£89.5K)

Specialist Medical Practitioner

INR 1.17Cr (£107.9K)

IT Director

INR 98L (£89.8K)

Head of Marketing

INR 64.7L (£58.3K)

Studying at the top 10 universities in the UK for masters gives you access to world-class

education and endless career opportunities.




Ready to take the next step toward studying at top universities in the UK for masters? Let Leap
Scholar help you every step of the way—from choosing the right university to visa guidance and
perfecting your SOP. Start your journey today!

Benefits of Studying Masters in the UK

This year, 758,855 international students chose the UK for higher studies, making it one of
the most sought-after destinations. Below are some key benefits of pursuing a master’s in the
UK, showcasing why it remains a top choice for students worldwide.

1. World-Class Education

The UK is home to four of the top ten universities globally, providing a highly respected
educational system that enhances your learning experience and your degree's global value.

2. Diverse Course Options

With over 700 postgraduate programs, the UK offers many courses. These allow you to align
your studies with your career goals while gaining practical skills and research experience.

3. Cultural Exposure and Networking

You'll study alongside students from over 180 countries, building a global network and enriching
your understanding of different cultures, which 73% of students report as beneficial for their
future.

4. Strong Job Prospects

UK graduates have high employment rates, with 93% of postgraduates employed or pursuing
further studies within six months, highlighting substantial job market opportunities.

5. Scholarship Opportunities

International students can benefit from various scholarships, such as the Chevening
Scholarships, which cover tuition and living expenses, making UK education more accessible.

Frequently Asked Questions

Q. What are the top 10 universities in the UK for masters?

A. The top 10 universities in the UK for masters include the following.

University of Oxford

University of Cambridge

Imperial College London
University College London (UCL)
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- University of Edinburgh

- University of Manchester

- King’s College London

- London School of Economics (LSE)
- University of Warwick

- University of Bristol

Q. Which UK universities are best for international students?

A. The UK is home to several universities that welcome a large number of international
students. Some of the best options include the University of Edinburgh, which has students from
over 180 countries, and King’s College London, where over 40% of the student body is from
overseas. Manchester and UCL are also popular choices due to their diverse student
communities and extensive support services for international students.

Q. What is the average tuition fee for a master's program in the UK?

A. The tuition fees for master’s programs vary depending on the university and course. On
average, fees at top universities range from INR 28L to INR 65L per year. For example, Oxford
charges between INR 38.5L to INR 65L, while universities like Manchester and Edinburgh have
lower fees, starting around INR 10L to INR 26L annually.

Q. Do UK universities require work experience for admission?

A. Work experience is typically required for specific programs, especially MBAs and some
management courses. For example, Imperial College and Warwick Business School require at
least 3 years of professional experience for their MBA programs. However, for most other
master’s programs, work experience is not mandatory but can enhance your application.

Q. What are the eligibility criteria for master's programs at UK universities?

A. To apply for a master’s program at a top UK university, you generally need a bachelor's
degree with a solid academic record. For instance, Oxford requires a minimum of 60%, while
Cambridge might ask for 90% or higher in specific courses. You will also need to demonstrate
English proficiency through tests like IELTS or TOEFL, and some programs may require
standardised test scores such as the GRE or GMAT.

Q. Which UK universities offer scholarships for international students?

A. Many top universities in the UK offer scholarships to help ease the financial burden. For
example, the British Council Great Scholarships, in partnership with 40 UK universities, offer
198 scholarships annually with a total budget of £2.6 million. Oxford and Warwick also provide
specific scholarships, such as the Oxford Said Business School Foundation Scholarship (up to
£30K) and Warwick Business School Scholarships, which cover up to 50% of tuition fees.



Q. What is the cost of living for students in the UK?

A. The cost of living varies depending on the city and your lifestyle. On average, monthly
expenses range from INR 93.2K to 1.1L for accommodation, with additional costs for food,
transportation, and utilities. For example, living in London will be more expensive than in cities
like Manchester or Bristol. However, even in more affordable cities, budgeting for about INR
1.5L to 2L per month is recommended for a comfortable stay.

Q. Do UK universities accept the TOEFL and IELTS for English proficiency?

A. Yes, most universities in the UK accept both TOEFL and IELTS scores as proof of English
proficiency. Typically, top universities require an IELTS score of 6.5 to 7.5 or a TOEFL score of
92 to 110. The exact requirement varies depending on the university and the specific program.

Q. What are some of the best universities in London for masters?

A. London is the world’s second most-visited city, known for its vibrant energy and
global culture. But beyond its famous landmarks, it's also a hub for academic excellence, with
top universities that attract students from all over the world.

Here’s a look at some of the leading universities in London.

- Brunel University
- City, University of London
- Kingston University

Q. What is the job market like for graduates of UK universities?

A. The UK job market is robust, with a high employment rate of 74.8%. Graduates from top
universities like Oxford, Cambridge, and Imperial College London often find themselves in solid
positions to secure high-paying roles. Typical job titles include the following.

- Chief Financial Officer (CFO)

- Chief Technology Officer (CTO)

- IT Director

- Specialist Medical Practitioner

Q. Can | apply to multiple universities in the UK through UCAS?
A. Yes, the UCAS platform is a central system that allows you to apply to multiple universities at

once. You can submit one application and select multiple courses or universities, making the
process more streamlined. This system is beneficial for students looking to explore different



options without submitting separate applications.
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