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Tantárgy feladata és célja: 

The course seeks to provide deep knowledge and understanding of international human rights law with a 
comprehensive approach. It gives a detailed overview on the historical development of human rights law, 
including the generations of human rights, on the philosophical background thereof as well as on the 
human rights protection bodies within the UN. Additionally, the course focuses on the protection of human 
rights within the framework of the UN, where UN bodies engaged in human rights protection are 
discussed, and UN documents playing a key role in human rights protection are analysed. In this vein, the 
course pays special attention to the 1948 Universal Declaration of Human Rights, the 1951 Convention 
relating to the Status of Refugees, the 1966 International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights, the 1966 
International Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights, the 1965 International Convention on the 
Elimination of All Forms of Racial Discrimination, the 1979 Convention on the Elimination of All Forms 
of Discrimination against Women, the 1984 Convention against Torture and Other Cruel, Inhuman or 
Degrading Treatment or Punishment, the 1989 Convention on the Rights of the Child, the 1990 
International Convention on the Protection of the Rights of All Migrant Workers and Members of Their 
Families, and the 2006 Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities. Finally, the course puts 
special emphasis on the perspective of Central European States and certain Eastern European States, i.e., 
their international obligations regarding UN covenants and conventions, cases, reports, best practice etc. 

Fejlesztendő kompetenciák: 

tudás: T1, T2, T3, T4, T6, T7, T11 
képesség: K2, K4, K5, K9, K14, K15, K16, K17, K26, K27, K29 
attitűd: A1, A2, A3, A4, A6, A7, A8, A9, A14, A15, A16, A18, A19, A20 
autonómia és felelősség: F1, F2, F3, F4, F7 

 

A tantárgy tematikus leírása: 

1.​ The history of human rights law. Generations of human rights 
2.​ Philosophical background of human rights law. Universalism and cultural relativism 
3.​ Human rights protection in the UN: A general overview (the former Commission on Human 

Rights, Human Rights Council, High Commissioner for Human Rights, the International Court of 
Justice and the protection of human rights etc.) 

4.​ The 1948 Universal Declaration of Human Rights 
5.​ The 1951 Convention relating to the Status of Refugees 
6.​ The 1966 International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights 
7.​ The 1966 International Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights 
8.​ The 1965 International Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Racial Discrimination 
9.​ The 1979 Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination against Women 
10.​ The 1984 Convention against Torture and Other Cruel, Inhuman or Degrading Treatment or 

Punishment 
11.​ The 1989 Convention on the Rights of the Child 



12.​ The 1990 International Convention on the Protection of the Rights of All Migrant Workers and 
Members of Their Families 

13.​ The 2006 Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities 
14.​ Protection of human rights in the UN from a Central European and certain Eastern European 

States’ perspective 

Félévközi számonkérés módja és értékelése: 

A tanrendben előírt előadásokon a hallgató köteles részt venni, mely az év végi aláírás feltétele. Az 
előadásokon való részvételt a tárgyfelelős aláírásával igazolja. 

Gyakorlati jegy / kollokvium teljesítésének módja, értékelése: 

A tárgy oktatása az aláírást szerzett hallgatók számára írásbeli/szóbeli vizsgával zárul, amelyen az írásos 
tananyag és az előadásokon elhangzottak ismeretéről kell számot adniuk. A vizsga keretében a hallgató a 
megadott tételek tartalmának megfelelően az érintett tananyag rövid kifejtésével, illetve a feltett kérdések 
megválaszolásával igazolja, hogy a követelményekben meghatározottakat elsajátította. A vizsgán nyújtott 
teljesítmény értékelésére ötfokozatú (0-50% – elégtelen, 51-62% – elégséges, 63-75% – közepes, 75-87% 
– jó, 88-100% – jeles) érdemjeggyel kerül sor. 

Kötelező irodalom: 

1.​ Kovács, P. (ed.) (2025) The Universal Protection of Human Rights. Budapest – Miskolc: CEA 
Publishing (forthcoming) 

2.​ Kälin, W., Künzli, J. (2019) The Law of International Human Rights Protection. 2nd Oxford: 
Oxford University Press 

3.​ Scientific articles on the topic of Central European and certain Eastern European countries within 
the framework of the UN human rights protection system (forthcoming) 

4.​ Additional course materials provided by the lecturers (forthcoming) 

Ajánlott irodalom: 

5.​ Joseph, S., Castan, M. (2013) The International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights. 3rd 
Oxford: Oxford University Press 

6.​ Raisz, A. (2022) International Law from a Central-European Perspective. Budapest – Miskolc: 
CEA Publishing 

7.​ Shelton, D. (ed.) (2015) The Oxford Handbook of International Human Rights Law. 1st Oxford: 
Oxford University Press 

 


