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Introduction 
 
Nikkei4Palestine, a collective of people from the Japanese diaspora and current members of the 
JACL, wrote the following letter to the National JACL to show support from the general JACL 
membership and the Nikkei community to call for an immediate ceasefire and express solidarity 
with Palestine.  
 
Since June 14, 2022, former JACL National Youth/Student Council (NY/SC) member Kenji 
Kuramitsu has made multiple attempts to contact JACL Executive Director David Inoue, asking 
Mr. Inoue and JACL leadership to consider dropping their partnership with the Anti-Defamation 
League (ADL), given their Zionist beliefs and messaging. These messages went unanswered 
until November 30, 2023. Although Mr. Inoue responded with an inquiry about meeting to 
discuss this matter further and Mr. Kuramitsu promptly expressed interest in meeting, Mr. Inoue 
has yet to respond.  
 
On September 22, 2022, Mr. Inoue wrote an article comparing the genocide of Palestinians to 
the Wakasa Memorial conflict at the Topaz incarceration camp. Mr. Inoue’s article was met with 
various levels of discomfort from the JACL and the larger Nikkei community. On October 21, 
2022, the Wakasa Memorial Committee, comprised of several JACL members, wrote a letter to 
the editor in response to Mr. Inoue’s September 22nd article, stating that they were “mystified by 
Mr. Inoue’s unhelpful hyperbole.”  
 
On October 27 and 30, 2023, Kyle Yasui, former JACL youth leader and current JACL member, 
emailed JACL leadership asking for JACL leaders to call for a lasting ceasefire and end to the 
ongoing genocide in Palestine. No official response was received from the leadership. 
 
On December 9th, 2023, Nikkei4Palestine presented our concerns at the JACL National Board 
Meeting, emphasizing the urgency of the situation.  
 
JACL must take swift and decisive action. As a member-based organization, National JACL is 
accountable to the calls of its members. Thus, we call upon individuals, chapters, and 
organizations with ties to the JACL and the Nikkei community to add their signatories to 
this letter.  
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December 30, 2023 
75 years and 84 days of the ongoing Israeli genocidal campaign in Palestine 
Death toll since October 7, 2023: 21,672 people and counting 
Wounded since October 7, 2023: 56,165 people and counting 
 
Dear Mr. David Inoue, President Larry Oda, and the National Board of the Japanese 
American Citizens League: 
 
We are Nikkei4Palestine, a growing collective of community members from the Japanese 
diaspora, primarily in the United States and Canada. We are mobilizing in response to the Israeli 
government's escalating attacks in Gaza and the occupied West Bank since October 7, 2023, 
as well as the ongoing forced displacement and killings of the Palestinian people. The 
international community recognizes the current situation in Palestine as an illegal occupation, 
wherein a racially marginalized group is being oppressed. The Israeli government, along with its 
financial and political allies, including the United States, United Kingdom, and Canada, is 
directly suppressing the Palestinian people's right to self-determination. Simultaneously, the 
Israeli government is forcibly displacing millions of Palestinians, subjecting them to an ongoing 
humanitarian crisis, and committing multiple international war crimes, including ethnic cleansing 
and genocide.  
 
Nikkei4Palestine calls on the national leaders of the JACL, one of the oldest and largest civil 
rights organizations in the United States, to stand in solidarity with the cause for Palestinian 
liberation. Jewish Voice for Peace (JVP), the largest progressive Jewish anti-Zionist 
organization in the world, defines Zionism as a “form of Jewish nationalism…the primary 
ideology that drove the establishment of Israel.” Furthermore, Nikkei4Palestine looks to JVP to 
acknowledge that  

opposing Zionism or even discussing it, can be painful, can strike at the deepest trauma 
and greatest fears of many of us [Jews]. Zionism is a nineteenth-century political 
ideology that emerged in a moment where Jews were defined as irrevocably outside of a 
Christian Europe. European antisemitism threatened and ended millions of Jewish 
lives–in pogroms, in exile, and in the Holocaust. Through study and action, through deep 
relationship with Palestinians fighting for their own liberation, and through our own 
understanding of Jewish safety and self determination, we have come to see that 
Zionism was a false and failed answer to the desperately real question many of our 
[Jewish] ancestors faced of how to protect Jewish lives from murderous antisemitism in 
Europe. While it had many strains historically, the Zionism that took hold and stands 
today is a settler-colonial movement, establishing an apartheid state where Jews have 
more rights than others. Our own [Jewish] history teaches us how dangerous this can 
be.   

Following the lead of Palestinians and prominent anti-Zionist Jewish organizations, national 
JACL leadership must condemn the Israeli government’s illegal siege on Palestine, call for an 
immediate and permanent ceasefire, end ties with organizations perpetuating the Zionist 
agenda, and uplift Palestinian, Muslim, Arab, and anti-Zionist Jewish voices. To do anything less 
would go against the JACL’s mission of “secur[ing] and safe[guarding] civil and human 
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rights of Asian and Pacific Islander Americans and all communities who are affected by 
injustice and bigotry.” 
 
Although the JACL claims a policy of “nonengagement on international issues, particularly 
issues pertaining to Japan and Israel,” the Summer 2022 partnership with the Anti-Defamation 
League (ADL) and JACL President David Inoue’s Fall 2022 trip to Israel sponsored by the 
American Jewish Committee (AJC) Project Interchange demonstrate a bias toward the Zionist 
Israeli ethnostate. Although the ADL brands itself as a civil rights organization and has 
partnered with many Asian American organizations in the wake of rising hate violence against 
the Asian community, it has an ongoing history of surveilling and suppressing social movements 
led by communities of color, queer people, and other people who are marginalized; facilitating 
racist, militarized policing; stripping Palestinians of their rights; creating platforms for far-right 
politicians and organizations; perpetuating Islamophobic, anti-Muslim, and anti-Arab racism; and 
labeling anyone, including anti-Zionist Jews, in support of the cause for Palestinian liberation an 
“anti-Semite.”   
 
The JACL cannot be for social justice when it is only convenient or popular. It must be for social 
justice all of the time. Advocating for equal human rights while consciously omitting calls for 
equal and fair treatment of Palestinians goes against our Japanese American legacy. 
Partnerships with organizations like the ADL and AJC that only advocate for human rights to the 
exclusion of others and identify any type of criticism of government policies as “antisemitic” 
cannot stand. Such partnerships at the national JACL-level are problematic for many local 
chapters that have long-established relationships with Muslim, Arab, and anti-Zionist Jewish 
organizations that always support human rights and social justice, not just when convenient or 
for one group. 
 
Given that the United States is an active financial and political supporter of Israel, it is your duty, 
as an American civil rights organization, to take a firm stance against the ongoing genocide and 
illegal occupation of the West Bank and siege on Gaza perpetrated by Israel, fueled by US tax 
dollars. There is a growing campaign among social justice organizations to #DropTheADL. 
Among the signatories are several established organizations, notably the American Friends 
Service Committee, one of the few groups to stand by our community during WWII. The Council 
on Islamic-American Relations (CAIR), a strong contemporary partner of local JACL chapters, is 
also included, as are several prominent anti-Zionist Jewish organizations. We urge national 
JACL leadership to stand in solidarity with Palestine and join the growing number of institutions 
that are #DroppingTheADL and other Zionist organizations, including the AJC. 
 
In addition, we are deeply troubled to learn that the JACL has failed to listen to the voices of 
younger people in Japanese American spaces, in general, and especially within the JACL. In 
particular, youth leadership in the JACL has approached national JACL leadership about 
standing with Palestinians, and there are generational divisions with youth more strongly in 
support of Palestine; however, JACL leadership has ignored their requests and silenced them 
entirely. The JACL’s failure to value and uplift the perspectives of youth leaders and other 
diverse voices harms its membership, which has steadily declined. JACL leadership must plan 
for its future and listen to youth voices. To carry the JACL vision forward into the future, it is 

2 

https://forms.gle/PigdhCUEADAdEEqn8
https://www.pacificcitizen.org/from-the-executive-director-what-can-we-say/
https://www.adl.org/resources/press-release/adl-announces-new-partnership-japanese-american-citizens-league-explore?eType=EmailBlastContent&eId=2753b209-94d4-4387-b9ac-39612c52c2ed
https://www.adl.org/resources/press-release/adl-announces-new-partnership-japanese-american-citizens-league-explore?eType=EmailBlastContent&eId=2753b209-94d4-4387-b9ac-39612c52c2ed
https://www.pacificcitizen.org/from-the-executive-director-even-when-youre-right-you-can-still-be-wrong/
https://droptheadl.org/the-adl-is-not-an-ally/
https://droptheadl.org/
https://www.cair.com/
https://www.cair.com/
https://static1.squarespace.com/static/5e8e0d3e848b7a506128dddf/t/62fa789b5f5fe702ccbf46d7/1660582043742/2023+-2024+Budget+8-6-2022+FINAL.pdf


Link to add your signature to this letter: https://forms.gle/PigdhCUEADAdEEqn8 

critical to be proactive in listening to and learning from younger generations. Doing so will also 
empower young members to grow and develop as community leaders who will carry on and 
grow the JACL’s legacy in decades to come–a goal central to the JACL’s mission. It is 
unsustainable for an organization to ignore the voices of youth and other diverse members. 
 
In our community, we often say “never again,” but we must ask, “never again” for whom? For 
Palestinians in Gaza, which the UN has described as an “open-air prison,” whose water and 
electricity are controlled by Israel, whose travel is restricted–the time for “never again” was long 
before October 7th, 2023. As Nikkei, we remember the unconstitutional mass imprisonment of 
over 120,000 Japanese and Japanese Americans and over 2,200 Japanese Latin Americans in 
WWII incarceration sites. We should be able to call upon our history to assess the present and 
recognize a crime against humanity when we see it.  
 
National JACL leadership must join the cause for Palestinian liberation following the 
longstanding legacy of Japanese Americans who have fiercely opposed state and racial 
violence, imperialism, genocide, and apartheid. For example, the JACL has made calls for 
solidarity with Arab, Muslim, Middle Eastern, and Brown siblings in the past. On September 12, 
2001, following the 9/11 tragedy, the JACL released a statement condemning comparisons 
between the attack on Pearl Harbor and the attack on the World Trade Center. Moreover, the 
JACL and Nikkei people across the US were among the first to call on American leadership to 
avoid “unsubstantiated accusations of blame based on ethnic heritage, religion or cultural 
background.” In 2015, 2017, 2019, and 2020, the JACL stood firm in its condemnations of 
anti-Muslim rhetoric and the Muslim Ban, a ban justified under the pretense of “national 
security,” just like WWII incarceration.   
 
The showings of solidarity, comparison, and the shared struggle of the Nikkei experience do not 
end there. As people of the Japanese diaspora, we must also reckon with Japan’s imperial 
empire which treated many of its Pacific neighbors as subhuman–stripping Korean, Chinese, 
Filipino, Taiwanese, Ryukyuan, Ainu, Chamorro, Palauan, Refaluwasch, Marshallese, 
Indonesian, Vietnamese, Cambodian peoples, and beyond of their humanity, culture, language, 
land, and lives. The Japanese government continuously fails to take accountability for its war 
crimes and makes no effort to repair generational harms committed against those they view as 
less than. The parallels between Imperial Japan and Israel’s genocidal campaign against native 
Palestinians are clear. Because we recognize and are implicated in the horrors of these 
histories, we must always stand with and advocate for those who are oppressed. Supporting 
Palestine and all peoples at the margins is an integral part of what it means, to us, to be Nikkei.  
 
As an organization that has long held itself out as an ally to Muslim and Arab communities, the 
JACL must rise to this moment and stand in solidarity with Palestinians in the face of ongoing 
violence and occupation by the Israeli government, with the financial and political backing of the 
U.S. government. While we recognize that the JACL released a statement on the Chicagoland 
murder of six-year-old Wadea Al Fayoume, Islamophobic incidents have continued since 
then–including the Vermont shooting of three Palestinian American students. We cannot merely 
condemn the consequences of US foreign policy without challenging its roots. The killing of 
children is just as atrocious in Gaza and the West Bank as it is in Chicago. 
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It is more important than ever for leaders in the Japanese diaspora to use their platforms and 
put meaning behind “never again.” Therefore, we urge the Japanese American Citizens 
League to meet the following demands:  

1.​ Issue a statement from national JACL leadership, that includes the following: 
a.​ Call for an immediate and permanent ceasefire and publicly denounce the US’s 

funding of Israel’s genocide of Palestine 
b.​ Publicly denounce and cut any remaining ties with the ADL and AJC and their 

Zionist agendas, and cancel current and future AJC-funded trips to Israel 
c.​ Make the community aware of existing or currently dormant partnerships with the 

ADL and AJC 
d.​ Repudiate the idea that supporting Palestinian human rights or rejecting Zionism 

is antisemitic 
2.​ Build meaningful and supportive partnerships with  

a.​ Organizations led by Palestinian, AMEMSA, and SWANA membership, like the 
Palestinian Youth Movement, Palestinian Feminist Collective, Bridging 
Communities, Vigilant Love, AROC, and CAIR 

a.​ Anti-Zionist Jewish organizations like Jewish Voice for Peace, 
IfNotNowMovement, and International Jewish Anti-Zionist Network  

 
There is a growing breadth of the Nikkei community that has already condemned Israel’s 
atrocities. Nikkei4Palestine calls on JACL leadership to join many other Nikkei including the 
Florin JACL chapter, Maggie Tokuda-Hall and her statement published by Densho, Tsuru for 
Solidarity, Nikkei Uprising, Nikkei Progressives, Nikkei Resisters, the National Association of 
Japanese Canadians, Jōdo Shinshū Communities, Japanese American Families for Justice, 
and a growing number of Nikkei organizations and individuals in calling for an immediate and 
permanent ceasefire and Palestinian liberation. In the words of prominent Japanese American 
civil rights activist, Yuri Kochiyama,  

The upheaval in the third world is widespread. The realization of self-determination is 
electrifying. Thus, the cause of Palestine is that of Vietnam’s; the liberation struggles of 
Mozambique and Angola are related to the guerillas’ involvement in Uruguay and 
Bolivia. The Philippines’ sentiment against military colonialism is mutual with that of 
Puerto Rico’s. 

 
Meeting the demands is just the beginning of an ongoing collective fight for liberation for all. 
Nikkei4Palestine welcomes continuing dialogue around Palestinian liberation and all shared 
struggles for liberation. We can facilitate relationship-building and meaning-making. Together, 
we can work toward the JACL’s vision to “promote a world that honors diversity by respecting 
values of fairness, equality and social justice.”  
 
Liberating Palestine will free us all.  
 
Until Liberation, 
 
Nikkei4Palestine 
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Signatories: 
Link to Testimonials from Signatories 
 
Organizations: 

1.​ Nikkei Resisters 
2.​ Japanese American Families for Justice 
3.​ Nikkei Uprising, Chicago 
4.​ Berkeley Methodist United Church 
5.​ Pine United Methodist Church 
6.​ Minidoka Pilgrimage Planning Committee 
7.​ J-Town Action と Solidarity 
8.​ San Jose Nikkei Resisters 
9.​ Japanese American Citizens League, Florin-Sacramento Valley Chapter 
10.​University of California, Berkeley Nikkei Student Union 
11.​Stanford Univerity Nikkei Student Union 

 
Individuals: 

1.​ KC Mukai, JACL Berkeley Chapter member & Former NCWNP District Youth 
Representative (N4P) 

2.​ Riki Eijima, JACL San Francisco Chapter member (N4P) 
3.​ Christine Hikido, Silicon Valley Chapter member (N4P) 
4.​ Joemy Ito-Gates, Japanese American Families for Justice Core Member and Ethnic 

Studies Educator (N4P) 
5.​ Yoshino Goto, potential member if demands are met (N4P) 
6.​ Devon Matsumoto, Former Co-President JACL Salt Lake City Chapter (N4P) 
7.​ Yumi Kobayashi, Former JACL Berkeley Chapter member (N4P) 
8.​ Kellee Matsushita-Tseng, Second Generation Seeds, Community educator and farmer 

(N4P) 
9.​ Nora Fujita-Yuhas (N4P) 
10.​Sakae Kikuchi, JACL Philadelphia Chapter member (N4P) 
11.​A.S. Ikeda (N4P) 
12.​Jeanette Takako Fantone 
13.​Nadine Nakamura 
14.​Aimee Hutton 
15.​Lisa Kumasaka 
16.​Karen Chou 
17.​Emiko Stephens 
18.​Miya Sommers (N4P) 
19.​Samantha Lamont 
20.​Anonymous 
21.​Emily Yoshioka (N4P) 
22.​Myka Yamasaki (N4P) 
23.​Noah Kawaguchi, potential member if demands are met (N4P) 
24.​Dylan Mori, JACL Mile High Chapter member & Mile High Chapter President 
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25.​Emily Akpan (N4P) 
26.​Kyle Yasui, JACL Seattle Chapter member & Former PNW District Youth Representative 

(N4P) 
27.​April Gore 
28.​JJ Ueunten, JACL Chicago Chapter member 
29.​Erin Nishimura 
30.​Lori Ashikawa, Nikkei Uprising, JACL Chicago Chapter member (N4P) 
31.​Maggie Tokuda Hall 
32.​Kenny Okagaki,  Former JACL San Francisco Chapter member 
33.​Stan Mukai, Former JACL Ventura County Chapter President, Former Pacific Southwest 

District Council Member-at-Large 
34.​Annie Hikido 
35.​Laurel Mayeda, SJ Nikkei Resisters  
36.​Rev. Jessica Kawamura, The United Methodist Church, JACL Berkeley Chapter member 
37.​Yoshiya Kuramoto 
38.​Kelli Yamaguma 
39.​Anonymous 
40.​Ana Tanaka, JACL Seattle Chapter member 
41.​Ayako Tischler, JACL NY/SC, Midwest District Youth Representative (N4P) 
42.​Halle Sousa, JACL San Jose Chapter member & NCWNP District Youth Representative 
43.​Rev. Pamela Kurtz, Berkeley Methodist United Church 
44.​Mika Chan, JACL Seattle Chapter member & National Board - National Youth Chair 
45.​Cori Nakamura Lin, JACL Chicago Project Partner & Guest Speaker (N4P) 
46.​Kye Fitzpatrick, JACL Seattle Chapter member, Youth/Student 
47.​Alec Ozawa, JACL Chicago Chapter member (N4P) 
48.​Alexandra Price 
49.​Kendall Oshiro-Hernandez 
50.​Eric Mar, Asian American Studies, SF State University, JACL San Francisco Chapter 

Member 
51.​Taiji T Miyagawa 
52.​Aaron Nakai 
53.​Stefany Lazar 
54.​Sara Carminati 
55.​Daniel Sanji, JACL Chicago Chapter member 
56.​Anonymous 
57.​Emma Ito 
58.​Maxine Bell 
59.​Harumi Miura 
60.​Nicole Murayama Nir 
61.​Jennifer Emiko Boyden 
62.​Ashley Terada, Former JACL member 
63.​Debbie Gjerde, JACL Gilroy Chapter member 
64.​John Kawakami 
65.​Chris Gjerde, JACL Gilroy Chapter member 
66.​D/Dani Hirokane Payton 
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67.​Natalie Hara 
68.​Kimberly Kuniko Taylor-Pestell 
69.​Elise Umetsu 
70.​Morgan Bennyworth 
71.​Kadie Kakumitsu 
72.​Trisha Mah 
73.​Nina Conaway 
74.​Seiji Nakaki 
75.​Rev. Jeanelle Ablola 
76.​Dan Kittaka 
77.​Grace Lightner 
78.​Emily Yoshii 
79.​Kimi Engelbrecht 
80.​Jen Moriwaki 
81.​Anonymous 
82.​Sarah Matsushima 
83.​Jerry Yamashita 
84.​Erika Dominick 
85.​Stacey Gordon, JACL Member 
86.​Tamiko Beyer 
87.​Linda Morris 
88.​Anne Okahara 
89.​Lisa Hofmann-Kuroda (N4P) 
90.​sho yamagushiku (N4P) 
91.​Jasmine Umeno 
92.​Michelle Pillen, Potential member if requested demands are met 
93.​Rev. Eric Iki, Chatsworth West UMC  
94.​Rev. Michael Yoshii, Friends of Wadi Foquin  
95.​Eda Levenson 
96.​Akemi Chan-Imai 
97.​Britt Yamamoto-Taylor 
98.​Brandon Shimoda 
99.​Natsumi Ajisaka 
100.​ Stephanie Watanabe 
101.​ Sally Taguchi-Hensel 
102.​ Mikka Tokuda Hall 
103.​ Wendy Matsumura 
104.​ Brett Kodama 
105.​ Jaden Tsai 
106.​ Daniel Ichinose, Former JACL member, Former Board of Directors Pacific Southwest 

District 
107.​ Vinicius Taguchi, JACL Twin Cities Chapter President, Former Midwest District First 

Vice Governor (N4P) 
108.​ Brent Nakamoto 
109.​ Emily Kugisaki 
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110.​ Melissa Gjerde 
111.​ Amy Oba 
112.​ Niklas Filippi 
113.​ Tomi Ejima, JACL San Francisco Chapter member 
114.​ Sasha Sasanuma 
115.​ Athena Asklipiadis 
116.​ Remy Kageyama, JACL NY/SC, EDC District Youth Representative 
117.​ Yumi Abe 
118.​ Kylie Bernard, Potential Member 
119.​ Erin Hitomi, JACL SELANOCO Chapter member 
120.​ Robin Goka Huynh 
121.​ Maya Sullivan 
122.​ Alexandra To 
123.​ Reilly Chang, JACL SELANOCO Chapter member 
124.​ Lynne Onishi 
125.​ Sarah Matsui 
126.​ Lyn Ishizaki-Brown 
127.​ Donyale Nao 
128.​ Brian Hikido 
129.​ Elena Fong 
130.​ Chinatsu Sobora 
131.​ Aya Nakashima Newman 
132.​ Courtney Yeh 
133.​ Annika Masaki, JACL Sacramento Chapter member 
134.​ Rob Hikido 
135.​ Jennifer Lee 
136.​ Kirra Mardesich 
137.​ Lauren Iwamiya, JACL DC Chapter member 
138.​ Miki Palchick 
139.​ Lauren Hanako Brien-Wooster, Former JACL scholarship beneficiary  
140.​ Stephanie Doi, JACL Stockton Chapter member 
141.​ Jenesis Merriman 
142.​ Anonymous, JACL Florin Chapter member 
143.​ Elaine Hikido 
144.​ Sarah Mukai, Former JACL Fremont Chapter member 
145.​ Naomi Giddings 
146.​ Michelle Takemoto 
147.​ Reese Hirota 
148.​ Dr. Grace Player 
149.​ Kylie Chiyoko Adrian 
150.​ Mia Nakaji Monnier 
151.​ Nina Takahashi, JACL Portland & Berkeley Chapter member 
152.​ Chelsey Oda 
153.​ Steve Leonard, JACL Berkeley Chapter member 
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154.​ Kenji Kuramitsu, JACL Chicago Chapter member & Former National Youth/Student 
Council Youth Representative (N4P) 

155.​ Zachary Saginaw 
156.​ Bean Yogi 
157.​ Cristian Izquierdo, JACL San Francisco Chapter member 
158.​ Kayla Kosaki 
159.​ TJ Noddings 
160.​ Cami Tam 
161.​ Emi Hoshino 
162.​ Jennifer Doi, JACL Berkeley Chapter member & Berkeley Chapter Scholarship 

Committee member 
163.​ Steve Yosh 
164.​ Mika Okimura, Florin Buddhist Church & JACL Scholarship Awardee 
165.​ Michael Tanaka 
166.​ Angela May 
167.​ Kendall Tani 
168.​ Yoko Fedorenko 
169.​ Anne Katahira, Former JACL Seattle Chapter member 
170.​ Nora Akino 
171.​ Chelsea Maemori 
172.​ Andi Hanako Maehara Rooney, Potential member  
173.​ Elaine Cromie 
174.​ Ashley Matsumoto, Former UCLA NSU President; JACL Student Liaison to Venice 

West Los Angeles 
175.​ Melody Sakura 
176.​ Kori VanDerGeest, JACL New Mexico Chapter Board Member 
177.​ Jami Nakamura Lin, JACL Chicago DOR Speaker 2024 
178.​ Rev. Karen Yokota-Love, Blaine Memorial UMC (Seattle, WA) 
179.​ Alice Hikido, JACL Silicon Valley  Chapter member 
180.​ Jonathan Kent, JACL Twin Cities Chapter member 
181.​ Anne Watanabe, JACL Chicago Chapter member, Chicago Next Generation Nikkei 

Co-Chair 
182.​ Alana Poole 
183.​ Courtney Shojinaga 
184.​ Grace Morizawa 
185.​ Davis Nakashima 
186.​ Celeste Shinmoura Goedert, JACL Detroit Chapter member & Kakehashi Alumni, 

Former JACL Youth Chair for Detroit Chapter 
187.​ Kelly Nishimura 
188.​ Hannah Shoenberger 
189.​ Collen (Coke) Tani 
190.​ Melanie Shojinaga, JACL San Jose Chapter member & Youth coordinator for SJ 

Manzanar Pilgrimage 2019 and Virtual Manzanar Pilgrimage 2020, Former JACL Florin 
student member, Manzanar Pilgrimage 2013, 2014 

191.​ seesha takagishi 
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192.​ Camille Obata 
193.​ Alyssa Suzukawa; JACL Berkeley Chapter member, Venice-West Los Angeles 

Chapter member 
194.​ Kiaria Nakamura, JACL Honolulu Chapter member 
195.​ Mia Winther-Tamaki 
196.​ Zora Uyeda-Hale, JACL Berkeley Chapter member 
197.​ Cooper Terrones 
198.​ Lauren Sumida (N4P) 
199.​ Nicholas Rohm, Nikkei Uprising 
200.​ Adysen Asclipiadis 
201.​ Jeannie Tomoda Harrell, JACL Chicago Chapter member, Former Board Member 

2016-2019 
202.​ Nicole Oshima, Yo! Magazine 
203.​ Kai Wilmsen 
204.​ Alex Kanegawa 
205.​ Dylan Omori McCombs 
206.​ Reiko Ando 
207.​ Alexis Takahashi 
208.​ K Ooto, Japanese Canadian Cultural Centre of Toronto, Past JACL Volunteer 
209.​ Katherine Fukuda 
210.​ Jessie Tatsui, Former Chicago JACL Chapter member 
211.​ Rachel Takasaki 
212.​ Hideaki Noguchi 
213.​ Alexander Hayashi 
214.​ Dahlia ChanTang 
215.​ Anonymous 
216.​ Kelly Matsumoto 
217.​ Carly Tanimoto-Scott, JACL Honolulu Chapter member 
218.​ Emiko Kranz 
219.​ Rina Miyamoto-Sundahl 
220.​ Moé Yonamine, JACL Portland Chapter member 
221.​ Anonymous, Potential member of JACL Portland Chapter 
222.​ Kiyoshi Hashiguchi 
223.​ Megan Toyama 
224.​ Hakim Lotoro 
225.​ Abigail Inoue 
226.​ Erin Shigaki, JACL Seattle Chapter member 
227.​ Lauren Kina 
228.​ Kristin Osakada, JACL Chicago Chapter member 
229.​ Manal Farhan 
230.​ Emma Serikaku 
231.​ Mari Shiratori 
232.​ Toshio Meronek 
233.​ Madelynn Conley 
234.​ Saya Signs 
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235.​ Alicia Kawamoto 
236.​ Zara Espinoza, JACL Midwest District Officer, Young Professional Caucus member 

(N4P) 
237.​ Elaine Kim, Seattle JACL Chapter Board Member 
238.​ Elizabeth Hill 
239.​ Kiana Hume 
240.​ Mika Takamori 
241.​ Kelsey Ichikawa 
242.​ Mark Yoshizumi 
243.​ Kasumi Chow 
244.​ Yoy Suliman 
245.​ Eiko Mizushima, Twin Cities JACL Chapter member 
246.​ Katharine Hirata 
247.​ Naomi Bush 
248.​ M Mineoi 
249.​ Hikaru Ikeda 
250.​ Joe Abo 
251.​ Ashley Hayes 
252.​ Kim Miyoshi, Japanese American Families for Justice 
253.​ Emma Ishida 
254.​ Angela May 
255.​ Aya Ross 
256.​ Tami Suzuki, JACL Livingston-Merced Chapter member 
257.​ Alex Kawano, JACL San Francisco Chapter member 
258.​ Aya Choing-Bisbee 
259.​ Mari Yamagiwa, JACL Chicago Chapter member, Former Programs Manager, 

Former, JACL Chicago & Contractor, Former JACL National 
260.​ Darcy Combs, Nikkei Uprising 
261.​ Anonymous 
262.​ Nicole Yakashiro 
263.​ Jennifer Miyoshi 
264.​ Anonymous 
265.​ Elizabeth Nishiura 
266.​ Milo Tamashiro VanderKloot 
267.​ Patti Nakai, JACL Chicago Chapter member; Former member of JACL Twin Cities, 

Philadelphia, and LA Chapters 
268.​ Joseph Tsuboi, Vigilant Love 
269.​ Erika Sato 
270.​ Brian Ozaki, JACL Chicago Chapter Board Member 
271.​ Julia Shimada, Former JACL Chicago Chapter Member 
272.​ Amanda Wilmsen 
273.​ Kaitlyn Tsuyuki 
274.​ Kiera Usagawa 
275.​ Patty Fujiwara 
276.​ Kai Inoki 
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277.​ Carl Wilmsen 
278.​ Ayaka Inoki 
279.​ Kristi Lin, Nikkei Uprising, JACL Chicago Chapter Board Member 
280.​ Emily Kawahigashi, JACL Seattle Chapter Member 
281.​ Nina Wallace 
282.​ Josh Kaizuka, JACL Florin-Sacramento Valley Chapter Co-President (N4P) 
283.​ Jenny Yamada, JACL Portland Chapter Board Member 
284.​ Akiko Miyake-Stoner, JACL Clovis Chapter Member 
285.​ Jillia Toda-Currie, JACL Portland Chapter Member 
286.​ Anonymous 
287.​ Ryan Saruwatari 
288.​ Aislinn Ozawa Burns 
289.​ Anonymous 
290.​ Moira Vinnett 
291.​ Luna Cuming Shaw 
292.​ Mieko Kim, Former JACL San Francisco Chapter Member 
293.​ Chris Lee, JACL Portland Chapter Board Member, Former Chapter Co-President 
294.​ Tiffany Koyama Lane, JACL Portland Chapter Board Member 
295.​ Amanda Shannahan, Former JACL Portland Co-President and Board member 
296.​ Rich Eijima 
297.​ Kyle Yamada, JACL Portland Chapter Member 
298.​ Katherine Morris, JACL Florin-Sacramento Valley Chapter Membership Chair 
299.​ Jessie Morris, JACL Florin-Sacramento Valley Chapter Member 
300.​ Sue Teranishi, JACL Florin-Sacramento Valley Chapter Member 
301.​ Lindsey Kojima, JACL Berkeley Chapter Member 
302.​ Kylie Kubota, JACL Berkeley Chapter Member & NCWNP District Youth Board 

At-Large Member 
303.​ Alicia Tan, UC Berkeley Nikkei Student Union 
304.​ Arine Alam 
305.​ Anonymous 
306.​ Zaria Guignard, Reno, NV 
307.​ Kenneth Kitahata 
308.​ Levi Hughes, JACL New England Chapter Member 
309.​ Kristie Dela Cruz 
310.​ Emily Fujika Torres, UC Berkeley Nikkei Student Union 
311.​ Elisabeth Wing 
312.​ Jason Chan 
313.​ Marcus Tierney, JACL San Jose Chapter Member 
314.​ Hope Fa-Kaji, JACL Berkeley Chapter Member 
315.​ Anonymous 
316.​ Rev. Keith Inouye, Senior Pastor, West Los Angeles United Methodist Church 
317.​ Spencer Uemura, JACL Portland Chapter Board Member 
318.​ Anonymous, JACL Salt Lake City Chapter Member 
319.​ Kenta Hikino, JACL Seattle Chapter Member 
320.​ Julie Wernick, Nikkei Uprising 
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321.​ Ben Nishimura, JACL Chicago Chapter Member, Former JACL Chicago Chapter 
Board Member, Former ALB Board Member, Former NGN Organizer 

322.​ Miwa Shimokogawa 
323.​ Diane Sakai-Furuta, JACL Chicago Chapter Member 
324.​ Mariko Fujimoto 
325.​ Janice Tanemura 
326.​ Taira Dolan 
327.​ Marilou Mariko Carrera 
328.​ Clare Hiyama 
329.​ Mika Kurose Rothman, JACL Seattle Chapter Board Member 
330.​ Ben Ishibashi 
331.​ Joe Galligan, JACL Chicago Chapter Member 
332.​ Gary Yamagiwa, JACL Chicago Chapter Member 
333.​ Kadi Nanase Miura 
334.​ Abigail Chun 
335.​ Gail Yamamoto, JACL Sonoma County Chapter Member, JACL NCWNP District Civil 

Rights/Social Justice Committee Chair, and former JACL Sonoma County Chapter Board 
Member 

336.​ Christopher Miyamoto Sundahl 
337.​ Heidi Tolentino, JACL Portland Chapter Board Member and Secretary 
338.​ Ken Niita, JACL Portland Chapter Board Member, Former JACL Portland Chapter 

Advocacy 
339.​ Siena Iwasaki Milbauer 
340.​ Kashif Abdullah, San Francisco Islamic School 
341.​ Kiyanna Hanamura 
342.​ Casey Hidekawa, Stanford Nikkei Student Union 
343.​ Geo Kanegawa 
344.​ Carrie Kojimoto 
345.​ Karissa Tom 
346.​ John Ota, Tsuru For Solidarity 
347.​ Paula Fujiwara, JACL Florin-Sacramento Valley Chapter Member 
348.​ Liz Ward 
349.​ Naomi Natsuhara 
350.​ Erin Matsubara 
351.​ Lauren Saunders 
352.​ Elizabeth Uemura 
353.​ Kenzie Hirai, JACL Wasatch Front North Chapter Member, Norman Mineta Fellow 
354.​ Masaru Oka, JACL Wisconsin Chapter Member 
355.​ Sue Oshiro-Zeier, JACL Oregon Chapter Member 
356.​ Chisato Kimura 
357.​ Matsuko Friedland 
358.​ Alexandra Gaspar 
359.​ Blythe Nishi 
360.​ Julia Kirihara Snippen, JACL Berkeley Chapter Member 
361.​ Tamiko Panzella 
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362.​ Chloe Hera, JACL Downtown Los Angeles Chapter Member 
363.​ Mian Osumi 
364.​ Akyio Osumi 
365.​ Mark Sasaki-Prather, JACL Berkeley Chapter Member 
366.​ Krista Keplinger, JACL Florin-Sacramento Valley Chapter NY/SC Representative 
367.​ Sydney Osako 
368.​ Miya Woo 
369.​ Takashi Yogi, JACL Florin-Sacramento Valley Chapter Member 
370.​ Kathy Kojimoto, Healthcare Workers 4 Palestine Member 
371.​ Tatsu Ikeda, Potential JACL New York or New England Chapter Member 
372.​ Naoko Shibusawa, JACL New England Chapter Member 
373.​ Miya Lohmeier 
374.​ May Niiya 
375.​ Mari Yoshihara 
376.​ Candace Fujikane, JACL Honolulu Chapter Member 
377.​ Jazzmin Gota, JACL Sacramento Chapter Member 
378.​ Carol Yogi, JACL Florin-Sacramento Valley Chapter Member 
379.​ Scott Kurashige, Former JACL Detroit Chapter Board Member 
380.​ Miya Woo 
381.​ Sarah Inouye 
382.​ Harry Embuido, NSU UCLA 
383.​ Anonymous, UCLA NSU 
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