Nhém Tuéng Tré
Trong Quan Lwc Viét Nam Céng Hoa
Vao Giai Doan 1964-1965

Lam Vinh Thé

Vao cac nam 1964-1965 da hinh thanh mét Nhém Tudng Tré trong Quan Lyc
Viét Nam Coéng Hoa (QLVNCH). Nhém nay dugc gidi truyén théng Hoa Ky goi chung
dudi tén "Young Turks." Bai viét nay cb gang ghi lai sw hinh thanh, hoat déng va anh
huéng ctia Nhom trén chinh trudng clia VNCH trong khoang thdi gian ngan ngui dé.

Sw Hinh Thanh Cia Nhém Tuéng Tré

Sau khi thanh cong trong vu "Chinh Ly" ngay 30-1-1964 va thanh |ap Chinh phu
ma&i ma 6ng 1a Tha Tudng, Trung Tuéng Nguyén Khanh luc dau dwa vao Dang Dai Viét
dé& cAm quyén. Nhung chang bao lau 6ng kham pha ra Bang Dai Viét muu toan dao
chanh dé loai 6ng." Khoéng con hau thuan chinh tri nay nira, Tuéng Khanh phai tim hau
thudn khac. Trong thdi gian nay, hai thé lwc I6n cé anh hudng quan trong trén chinh
trung VNCH |a Phat Gido va Quan DBoi. Ong khéng thé dwa vao Phat Gido duoc véi ly
do don gian 1a Phat Gido khong thé tin 6ng vi 6ng cdm dau vu "Chinh Ly" loai bd cac
tuéng Don-Xuan-Kim-Dinh 1& nhirtng ngudi than Phat Gido. Do dd, dng thiy can phai
nadm cho dugc Quan Doi. Pé thwe hién muc tiéu nay, 6ng da tao ra mét I&p tuéng lanh
tré dé lam hau thuan cho 6ng. Trong mét thoi gian that ngén, chuwa dén mét ndm, éng
da thang cap cho mét loat si quan cao cép, tw 1énh cac quan binh ching va cac dai don
vi cia QLVNCH, lén cép tuéng:

- ngay 3-3-1964: thang cap Thiéu Tuéng cho Pai Ta Cao Van Vién, Tu Lénh L&
DPoan Nhay Du (6ng Vién la vi Pai Ta cudi cung thang I&n cip Thiéu Tuéng hai sao; sau
d6 Tuéng Khanh d&t ra mot cdp bac méi gitra hai cap Dai T4 va Thiéu Tudng la cép
Chuén Tuéng mét sao)

- ngay 8-4-1964: thang cap Chuan Tuéng cho Pai T4 Nguyén Cao Ky, Tu Lénh
Khéng Quan, va, thdng cdp Phé Pé Béc cho Pai Ta Chung Tan Cang, Tu Lénh Hai
Quéan

- ngay 29-5-1964: thang cap Chuan Tudng cho cac Pai Ta Nguyén Chanh Thi,
Pham Van Dbng, Bui Hiru Nhon, Cao Hao Hén va Ngé Dzu

- ngay 11-8-1964: thang cip Chuan Tuéng cho cac Pai Ta Nguyén Pic Thang,
Nguyé&n Xuan Trang, Nguy&n Cao, Nguyén Van Kiém, Dang V&n Quang , Vinh Loc, Lé
Nguyén Khang (Tw Lénh Thiy Quan Luc Chién) va Hoang Xuan Lam

- ngay 21-10-1964: thang cap Thiéu Tuéng cho cac Chuan Tuéng Nguyén Cao
Ky, L& Nguyén Khang (6ng Khang la truong hgp duy nhirt trong lich s&r cia QLVNCH
thdng 2 cép tir Dai Ta I&n Thiéu Tudng trong vong chwa dén 3 thang), Nguyén Chanh



Thi, Pham Van Bdng, va Bui Hiru Nhon; va thang cap Bé Dbc cho Phé Bé Béc Chung
Tén Cang.

Céc vi tuéng tré nay phan Ion 14 tw 1énh cha cac quan binh chiing va cac dai don
vi cla QLVNCH, vi du nhw céc Ity doan cutia cac don vi téng triv bi va cac sw doan bod
binh. Luc ban dau cac vi nay hoat dong riéng ré, phan Ién chi lo phu trach don vj cla
minh. Luc by gid trong ndi bd Quan Ddi da co kha nhiéu bat man dbi véi Tudng
Khanh: vu Hién Chuong Vung Tau vira ban hanh lai phai thu héi lam mat méat quan dai,
nhuong bd Phat Gido qua nhiéu (cac vu x&r 4n cac phan tlr ctia ché dé Ngé Dinh Diém),
va dung dudng tinh trang sinh vién hoc sinh gay hdn loan mét cach qua dang. Ngay
13-9-1964, hai tuong Duong Van DBc va Lam Van Phat lam dao chanh v&i muc dich
mudn loai bd Tuéng Khanh. Cudc ddo chanh nay lan dau tién tao co hoi cho cac tudng
tré hop lai v&i nhau. Cudc hop nay dién ra tai B6 Tw Lénh Khéng Quan do Chuan
Tudng Nguyen Cao Ky, Tw Lénh Khong Quan, triéu tap. Cac tuéng ra tuyén bd chung
khéng chap nhan cuéc dao chanh, "cwong quyet doi tudéng Duong-van-ch rat
quén vé céc vi tri cii tai vang IV; néu khéng, sé déi phé.” > Cudc dao chanh cla hai
tuéng Duong van Dic va Lam Van Phat that bai. Tuéng Khanh va Chinh pht cia 6ng
thoat duoc nguy co bi lat d6. Sau vu nay, cac tudng tré nhan thay ré mot diéu: néu
hoat dong riéng ré ho chi c6 uy quyén dbi véi don vi ciia ho ma théi nhung néu két hop
lai ho sé& 1a mét lwc lugng chinh tri rat quan trong, cé thé quyét dinh sw séng con cla
chinh phi. Ho b&t ddu hop nhau thuéng xuyén hon trong thang 9 va déng y véi nhau
c Tudng Ky lam ngudi phat ngdn cho nhém vi Tuéng Ky ¢6 loi thé 16n 1a ngudi duoc
long Tuéng Khanh, lai ndm trong tay Khéng Quan 1a quan chiing c6 kha néng 1&n trong
viéc chéng lai cac cudc ddo chanh, va cé diéu kién dé dang trong moi viéc nhw triéu tap
budi hop, ra théng bao, t& chirc hop bao, lién lac véi ngudi My, vv. Bao chi Hoa Ky bat
dau goi ho dudi tén chung 1a "Young Turks." T4t ca nhitng diéu nay khéng qua mat
dugc bé phan cia Co Quan Tinh Bao Trung Uong cia Hoa Ky (Central Intelligence
Agency - CIA) déng trong Toa Pai S Hoa Ky tai Sai Gon. Bao cao sau day cia CIA
cho thay rd diéu do:*

"...2. During the last half of September the "Young Turk" commanders have
been meeting regularly under General Ky's leadership. Besides Ky, who acts as
moderator and spokesman rather than actual leader, the "Young Turks" were:

A. Colonel Du Quoc Dong, Airborne Brigade Commander

B. General Le Nguyen Khang, Marine Brigade Commander

C. Colonel Nguyen Bao Tri, 7th Infantry Division Commander

D. General Ton That Xung, | Corps Commander

E. General Nguyen Chanh Thi, 1st Infantry Division Commander

F. General Nguyen Thanh Sang, 2nd Infantry Division Commander

G. General Vinh Loc, 9th Infantry Division Commander

H. General Dang Van Quang, 21st Infantry Division Commander

3. Generals Xung, Thi and Sang attend meetings when they are in the Saigon
area. Within the past two weeks General Ky has visited Generals Loc and Quang
and includes them in the "Young Turk" group. General Nguyen Huu Co, Il Corps
Commander, is apolitical but supports the aspirations of the "Young Turk” group.



Chua Trwroong Caa Nhém Tuéng Tré

Nhu thé Nhém Tuéng Tré nay (trlr 2 Tuéng Nguyén Chanh Thi va Tén That
Xtrng déu sinh nam 1923 luc d6 da 41 tudi, tat ca cac Tudng con lai déu dudi 40 tudi)
da mac nhién hinh thanh va ho bat dau hoat ddng nhw mét doan thé chinh trj trong
QLVNCH. Dé cé thé hoat ddng nhu mot doan thé chinh tri, ho dan da tw hinh thanh
mot 1ap truéng va cha truong chung déi véi nhirng van dé quan trong ctia d4t nudec.

Vi 14 tuéng 1anh va si quan cao cép chi huy cac quan binh chiing va cac dai don
vi cia QLVNCH, diéu ho quan tam trudc nhiet la nhivng viéc ¢6 lién quan dén Quan Déi.
Tinh hinh trong Quan Ddi sau cudc dao chanh lat d& ché dd Ngd Pinh Diém, nhw ching
ta da biét, | sy chia ré trdm trong trong nodi bd cac tuéng lanh cao cap, dua dén két qua
la cudc "Chinh Ly" ciua Tudéng Khanh, v&i sy quan thiac cia 4 Tudng
DPén-Xuan-Kim-Dinh tai Pa Lat. Tinh hinh chia ré nay khéng chdm dit ma van tiép tuc
sau cudc "Chinh Ly" d6, dac biét 1a gitra 3 tuong Dwong Van Minh, Nguyén Khanh va
Tran Thién Khiém. Tuéng Khanh tim moi cach loai bd 2 Tuéng Minh va Khiém dé& nam
tron quyén hanh trong tay va sau cung éng thanh céng dua duoc ca 2 tuéng Minh va
Khiém ra khéi nuéc. Cac tuéng tré khdng hai long trudc tinh hinh nay. Ho con bat man
nhiéu hon truéc kha nang cadm quyén té hai cia Tuéng Khanh, 1am méat méat Quan Doi
rat nhiéu qua cac vu Hién Chuong Vung Tau, cac nhuong bd qua dang dbi véi Phat
Gido, cac vu sinh vién hoc sinh biéu tinh, xuéng duéng, xung d6t ddm mau, vv. Di
nhién tat cd nhirng diéu nay tao ra bat 6n dinh & hau phuong va gay thém nhiéu kho
khan & tién tuyén cho ho. Trong suy nghi ctia dai da s6 cac tuéng tré, nhirng tuéng gia
cép trén cta ho chi con la dbng cli muc, khéng con loi ich gi niva hét cho dat nuéc ma
lai con can tré budc tién cia ho. Strc manh cta Quan Doéi 1a ky luat. Va ky luat co
nghia la cap dudi phai tuyét i phuc tung cép trén. Hé théng quan giai va tham nién
cap bac 1a nhirng gia tri tuyét ddi cia Quan Déi. Cac tudng tré cdm thay ho bij tréi budc
trong cac gia tri ndy. Dé thoat ra khdi cac rang budc nay khdng con cach nao khac hon
la phai loai bé cac tuéng gia cap trén nay cta ho. Do d6 chu truong chung clia nhém
tudng tré la can thiét phai cho tat ca cac tuéng gia, ma ho dinh nghia 14 cé trén 25 nam
quan vu, ra khdi Quan Ddi bang cach budc ho phai nght huu.

Lac dau chi trwong chung cGia nhém tudng tré chi cé vay théi, nhung dan da,
truéc sw bét lwc cia cac chinh phi Nguyén Khanh va Tran Van Huong khéng gidi quyét
dugc nhirng khé khan chinh tri cia dat nuéc, ho bat dau cé nhirng tham vong vé chinh
tri. Ho khéng mubdn tiép tuc chiu sy sai khién ctia nhirng chinh khach "xa 16ng" vé tai,
bat tuéng d6 niva. Ho nghi 1a ho c6 thé &n dinh dugc tinh hinh chinh tri ctia d4t nudc.
Ho nghi la da dén luc khéng thé dé cho cac chinh phi dan sw lam chu dat nuéc dugc
nira. NGi tom lai ho that sy nghi 1a ho cé thé cdm quyén dugc va ho tin 1a ho sé cé thé
lam hay hon céac chinh pht dan sy nhiéu, rat nhiéu. Nhung truéc mat ho biét 1a ho con
phai kién nhan chip nhan chiu dwng Tuéng Khanh mét thdi gian niva. Tai liéu ctia CIA
vira néu bén trén ghi ré nhu sau: "General Ky is counselling patience and opposes
any use of force to depose the Khanh government until it can be observed
whether Khanh is decisively implementing the program of action presented to
him [by] the "Young Turk" group. If Khanh acts effectively and in good time there
will be no problem. If he does not or cannot, steps will be taken to change the



situation by use of force." *
Hoat Pong Cua Nhém Tuéng Tré

Thuwe hién ding theo su tinh toan vira ké trén, Nhém Tudng Tré bat dau tao ap
lwc 1&n Tuéng Khanh dé doi hdi 6ng phai thda man nhirng yéu ciu trong chwong trinh
hanh dong cua ho. D6 la ly do cé cudc hop tai Ving Tau gilra 6ng va ho vao ngay
30-9-1964. Mét tai liéu mat cia CIA cho biét nhivng chi tiét nhu sau vé cudc hop: °

- cudc hop la do yéu ciu cla cac tudng tré ma Tudng Khanh phai chip nhan

- hién dién tai budi hop cung v&i Tuéng Khanh l1a cac tuéng tré sau day: Chuan
Tuéng Nguyén Cao Ky, Tw Lénh Khéng Quan; Phé D& Déc Chung Tan Cang, Tw Lénh
Hai Quan; Chuan Tudng Lé Nguyén Khang, Tw Lénh Thiy Quan Luc Chién; va, Pai Ta
Dv Qudc Béng, Tw Lénh Nhay D

- nhirng van dé do céac tuong tré néu ra va dugc Tuo’ng Khanh chap thuan la: 1)
Trong vong 48 gio, Tuéng Tran Thién Khiém sé duoc ci ra ngoai quéc dé cam on cac
nudc Bdng minh; 2) Cac "Tuéng Pa Lat" (trc 1a cac Tuédng Tran Van Don, Mai Hiu
Xuan, Lé Van Kim va Tén That Dinh) sé dugc cho giai ngd; tuy nhién, dé giir thé dién
phan nao cho cac vi do, viéc nay sé dugc giadi quyét tir tor; 3) Sé td chirc xét xir cac
tuéng ta tham gia vao vu ddo chanh bat thanh ngay 13-9-1964; 4) Tuéng Khanh phai
tré vé véi Quan Doi vao ngay 27-10-1964 (c6 nghia 1a khéng dwoc tham gia vao hoat
dong chinh tri nira)

Qua budi hop nay, ching ta thay rd la Tuéng Khanh da hoan toan roi vao thé bj
déng cua hoan canh "gdy éng dap Iwng 6ng.” Muwu toan clia Tuéng Khanh cho thang
cép cac tudng tré d& st dung ho lam hau thudn chinh tri cho 6ng nay da bj "effet
contraire." Bay gid khéng nhitng 6ng khéng thé loi dung ho cho muc tiéu chinh tri ctia
éng ma, nguoc lai, 6ng lai con bi ho ép phai thwc hién nhirng yéu cau cta ho.

Ho6i Pong Quan Luc

Trong tinh thé nhu vay Tuédng Khanh lai pham thém mét sé sai 1am rat nghiém
trong va vé cung tai hai, dwa dén co héi cho cac Tudng Tré vinh vién loai luén 6ng ra
khdi chinh trudng ctia VNCH. Sai lam th nhit ctia Tuéng Khanh 1a, dé 14y long cac
Tuéng Tré, ong lai thdng cap thém mét 1an nira cho ho vao ngay 21-10-1964 nhuw da
trinh bay bén trén. Sai lam th( hai cia Tuéng Khanh xay ra sau dé khoang hai thang.
Ngay 17-12-1964, cac Tudng Tré yét kién Qudc Trudng (6ng Phan Khac Stru) trinh bay
vé viéc cho cac tudng gia vé huu. Québc Truéng chuyén van dé sang cho Thugng Hoi
Pdng Québc Gia (THPQG) gidi quyét. Ngay hém sau THPQG béac bd yéu cau nay.

Qua s viéc vira néu trén, Nhém Tuéng Tré nhan ra mot diéu: ho co thé tao ap
lwe véi Tudng Khanh dé thda man nhivng doi héi ctia ho nhwng ho khéng lam dugc nhw
thé ddi voi co cau chinh quyén dan sy dwong nhiém vi nhém cda ho khéng cé mét co
s& phap Iy nao ca. Ho thay can phai bién dbi cai nhém tw bién tw dién cta ho thanh
mot dinh ché chinh tri ma chinh quyén dan sw phai céng nhan va tén trong. Ngay trong
ngay hém dé, Tuéng Khanh da thwc hién diéu mong udc nay cla cac tudng tré: éng
cho thanh 1ap mét co ché goi l1a Hoi Béng Quan Luc (HDQL). Céc tuéng tré da chép
lay thdi co' nay ngay lap tire. Khuya ngay 19-12-1964, HDQL cho bét gitr mét sb thanh



vién ctia THDQG, cung mét sb tuéng Ianh, chinh khach, va sinh vién tranh dau dem di
quan thac tai nhiéu noi khac nhau. Trua ngay 20-12-1964, HDQL ra tuyén bd gidi tan
THDQG, nhung van tiép tuc tin nhiém Quéc Truédng Phan Khéc Stru va Tha Tuéng
Tran Van Huong.® Sai Idm tht ba cla Tuéng Khanh la danh mét ludn sy Gng hd cla
Hoa Ky dbi v&i ca nhan 6ng. Sw viéc dién ra nhw sau. Chinh phi Hoa Ky, xuyén qua
DPai Sir Maxwell Taylor, rat hai long khi THDQG dugc thanh Iap vi ho xem d6 1a mot
budrc tich cwc trong tién trinh gitp 6n dinh tinh hinh chinh tri tai VNCH sau moét thoi
gian kha dai hdn loan v&i nhirtng vu biéu tinh, xubng duéng ctia Phat gido, sinh vién va
dao chanh cla Quan Ddi. Viéc cac tuéng tré vi bt man ngang nhién giai tan THDQG
lam Dai st Taylor rat tirc gian. Ong moi cac tuéng lanh dén tw dinh ctia 6ng dé thao
luan vé viéc nay. Thai do, clr chi va 1oi 18 ctia 6ng lam cac tuéng Ianh cdm thay bj xuc
pham nang né. Sang hém sau, Dai S& Taylor lai d&n van phong Tuéng Khanh dé trao
ddi vé viéc giai tan THPQG va viéc trao ddi nay ciing lai két thuc khéng tét dep gi.
Nhan co hoi do, dé lay long cac tuéng lanh, Tuéng Khanh triéu tap HDQL 1én an thai do
"phi ngoai giao" clia Pai S& Taylor. "Tat ca dong thanh quyét dinh gtri van thu cho
Quéc Truéng Phan Khac Stru va Tha Tuéng Tran Van Huong yéu cau truc xuat
Dai sir Taylor. Tuéng Khanh cung hop bédo té cdo Pai str Taylor can thiép vao
chuyén néi bé cua Viét Nam." " Chinh phi Hoa Ky phan (rng manh, de doa chadm dut
vién tro cho VNCH . Nho sw can thiép khéo léo ctia Tha Tuéng Huong, méi mau thuan
gitra hai chinh phi Viét-My méi duoc gidi téa nhung sd phan cta Tuéng Khanh da
dugc dinh doat. Viéc ra di cia Tuéng Khanh chi con la van dé thdi gian vi 6ng da méat
chd dya cudi cung ciia 6ng la Chinh pha M§.

Sau vu THPQG bj giai tan, Tha Tuéng Tran Van Huong nhan rd thé lwc chinh tri
cla cac tuéng. Ngay 18-1-1965, Thi Tuéng Huong cai td chinh phi va moi 4 tuéng
lanh tham gia ndi cac mai: 1) Trung Tuéng Nguyén Van Thiéu gilr chire vu D& Nhi Phé
Tha Tudng; 2) Trung Tudng Tran Van Minh (Minh nhd) lam Téng Truéng Quan Luc; 3)
Thiéu Tuéng Linh Quang Vién lam Téng Truédng Tam Ly Chién; va, 4) Thiéu Tudng
Nguyén Cao Ky lam Tdng Truéng Thanh Nién Thé Thao. Phat Gido va sinh vién van
tiép tuc chdng déi. Ngay 24-1-1965, HDQL nhém hop dé thdo luan vé tinh hinh dat
nuédc, dac biét chu trong dén van dé phai gidi quyét thé nao déi véi Chinh pha Tran Van
Huong. Cudc hop cho thay ltc dau HDQL khang thdng nhit y kién vé van dé chinh phu
Tran Van Huong. Noi bd HDPQL chia lam 3 nhém: mét nhém Gng hdé Tha Tudng Huong,
mot nhém mudn loai dng va moét nhém ding gitra. Trong budi hop, cac tuéng ciing
thdo luan va bd phiéu dé chon mét tudng 1anh 1am tha tuéng va Trung Tuéng Nguyén
Van Thiéu duoc sb phiéu cao nhirt nhung 6ng tir chéi véi ly do 6ng la ngudi Cong gido
nén chac chan Phat gido sé tiép tuc chdng dbi. Ngudi duoc sé phiéu hang nhi la Thiéu
Tudng Nguyén Chanh Thi. Trong mét céng dién (Cable) ctia CIA mang s6 hiéu TDCS
DB-315/00241-65, dé& ngay 14-January-1965, gébm 7 trang, noi trang 6 cé ghi rd nhw
sau: "... the proposals for a military Prime Minister were made. Thieu got the
highest number votes in a ballotting. The exact number of votes was not
revealed. Thi apparently was next for he was proposed as Vice Prime Minister.
Thieu declined, saying that he was a practicing Catholic and he was under strong
attack by the Buddhists. Thus it was unthinkable that he could do the job with
these handicaps. After Thieu's comments Khanh suggested that perhaps Thi
could do the job. There was considerable discussion which ended when Linh



Quang Vien said that "We all must realize that we are dealing with the destiny of
our nation. We must have a man fully capable in all respects. He must be
capable in both military and civilian affairs.” ... The general consensus was that
the AFC would support the Huong government.” ¢ Sau cung HDQL quyét dinh tiép
tuc Gng hdé Thia Tuéng Tran Van Huwong, nhwng véi diéu kién Chinh phi Huong phai 6n
dinh duoc tinh hinh. Qua cudc hop ngay 24-1-1965 vira néu trén, ching ta thay that ré
2 diéu sau day: 1) Vai trd va tdm quan trong ctia Tuéng Khanh da bj lu mo rat nhiéu,
néu khdong mudn néi 1a gan nhw khéng con nira; 2) Cac tuéng tré da boc 16 rd rang
tham vong mudn nam chinh quyén ca ho. Cai ho can bay gid la mét co héi thuan tién
v&i danh chanh ngén thuan dé doat lay chinh quyén t tay cac chinh khach dan sw. Ho
sé khoéng phai cho doi lau.

Sau quyét dinh ngay 24-1-1965, Chinh pht Tran Van Huong van tiép tuc bi phe
Phat Gido chdng dbi. Ngay 27-1-1965, lay ly do tinh thé mdi ngay mét thém rdi ren,
HDQL giai nhiém Chinh pht Tran Van Huong; Thi Tuéng Huong bi dwa di quan thac tai
Ving Tau. Ngay hém sau, HDQL ra tuyén céo lwu nhiém Quéc Truéng Phan Khic Stru
va cr Phé Tha Tuéng Nguyén Xuan Oanh lam Quyén Tha Tuéng. Sau dé HDQL tién
hanh viéc tham do dé tim ngudi lam Tha Tudng. Luc dau ho chon Phé Tha Tuédng
Nguyén Luu Vién, nhung sau dé vi éng Vién khéng dong y bb nhiém Tuéng Nguyén
Chanh Thi lam Téng Truéng Néi Vu, HDQL dbi y kién va chon Bac si Phan Huy Quat.®
Chinh phu Phan Huy Quat, trinh dién ngay 16-2-1965, dugc sy Gng hd ciia Phat Giao,
quy tu dugc nhiéu nhan vat thudc di cac chinh dang, va cé sy tham gia ciia mot sb
quan nhan 1a Trung Tuéng Nguyén Van Thiéu, Phé Tha Tudng kiém Téng Truéng
Quan Lwc, Thiéu Tudng Linh Quang Vién, Téng Truéng Thong Tin Tam Ly Chién, va Y
Si Trung T4 Nguyén Tan Hbéng, Téng Truéng Thanh Nién. Mac du vay, moét dai dién
ctia Nhém Tudng Tré trong HDQL, Thiéu Tuéng Lé Nguyén Khang, Tw Lénh Thay
Quan Luc Chién, ciing khdng nght [a Chinh pht Quat cé thé tdn tai lau dai.’® Bung nhw
sw lo ngai cia Tuéng Khang, chi 3 ngay sau khi Chinh phd Quat ra doi, da xay ra vu
dao chanh doi loai bd Tuéng Khanh cta Dai Ta Pham Ngoc Thao." Cudc dao chanh
nay that bai vi cac tudng tré déu chdng lai. Cac tuéng tré nhan co héi nay, hop HDQL
va loai Tuéng Khanh khdi chivc vu Téng Tw Lénh va bau Trung Tuéng Tran Van Minh
(Minh nhd) lam Téng Tw Lénh méi. Ngay 25-2-1965, Tuéng Khanh bi budc phai roi
khoi Viét Nam.'?

Qua nhirng viéc trén, HDQL da tré thanh co quan quyén lwc tbi cao ctia VNCH,
vi HPQL, trén thuc té, da cé thé lam dugc nhivng viéc nhw sau: 1) gidi nhiém Tha
Tuéng (6ng Tran Van Huong); 2) dé ctr Tha Tudng méi (Bac si Phan Huy Quat); 3) giai
nhiém Téng Tw Lénh (Pai Tuéng Nguyén Khanh) ; va, 4) dé c& Téng Tw Lénh mai
(Trung Tuéng Tran Van Minh). Hon ai hét, Tha Tuéng Quat thay rd HDQL 1a mot méi
de doa I&n dbi véi Chinh phi ctia 6ng. Ong tim cach loai bd mbi de doa nay. Tiép tay
cho 6ng khong ai khac hon 13 vi Téng Tw Lénh méi dugc dé ctr, Trung Tuéng Tran Van
Minh. Tuéng Minh rat bat man dbi véi thai dd va hanh déng lam quyén cla cac tuéng
tré, nhat 1a Thiéu Tudng Nguyén Chanh Thi, Tw Lénh Vang |. Trong mét tai liéu mat
cia CIA dé ngay 23-2-1965 cé doan ghi nhu sau: "...Minh expressed his concern
over what he regards as the self-appointed authority of Thi. The lines of authority
are not clear at the moment, and Thi feels he is not accountable to anyone, either
military or civilian.” * Tuéng Minh ciing mudn gidi tan HDQL dé céac tudng tré khong



thé tao kho khan cho 6ng trong chirc vu Téng Tw Lénh. Ong nghi c6 thé lam duoc viéc
nay vi 6ng tin la phan I&n cac tuéng trong HDQL cé thé déng y véi viéc nay. Ong dé
nghi v&i Pai sir Hoa Ky Taylor khuyén cac tuéng lanh My tim cach thuyét phuc cac
tuéng Viét Nam vé viéc giadi tan HDQL. VAan con nhé viec HDQL gidi tan THDQG hoi
thang 12-1964, Pai st Taylor rat tan thanh dé nghj nay, va cung véi pho Dai st Alexis
Johnson, éng da tich cwc tham do va van dong céac tuéng lanh vé viéc nay. Vé phia
Chinh phu Quat, chinh ban than Thd Twéng Quat va B Truéng Phu Tha Twéng Bui
Diém cling da gap g& va van déng cac tuéng lanh cao cép trong HDQL vé viéc nay.
Ngay 5-5-1965, Trung Tuéng Tran Van Minh, Téng Tw Lénh, da triéu tap HDQL. Hién
dién tai phién hop nay ctia HDQL gdm céac vi tuéng sau day:

- Trung Tuéng Tran Van Minh, Téng Tw Lénh

- Trung Tudng Nguyén Van Thiéu, Phé Tha Tuéng kiém Tdng Truéng Quan Luc

- Thiéu Tudng Nguyén Cao Ky, Tw Lénh Khéng Quan

- Thiéu Tuéng Lé Nguyén Khang, Tw Lénh Thdy Quéan Luc Chién

- Chuén Tuéng Phan Xuan Nhuan, Tw Lénh Biét Dong Quan,

- 4 tuéng Tw Lénh Vung

- Thiéu Tuéng Linh Quang Vién, Téng Truéng Théng Tin Tam Ly Chién

- nhiéu tw 18nh céac binh ching khac

Khéng cé mat tai phién hop nay 1a cac tw 1énh sw doan va Thiéu Twéng Pham
Van Béng, Tw Lénh Biét Khu Tha D6. Dé dbc Chung Tan Cang, Tw Lénh Hai Quan,
cling khdng cé mat tai phién hop nay cua HPQL vi luc d6 6ng dang bi tam thdi ngung
chirc va diéu tra vé toi tham nhiing. T4t cd moi ngudi hién dién tai phién hop nay da
ddng thanh quyét dinh HDQL ty giai tan.'* '

Nam Tron Quyén

Khi tim cach gidi tan HDQL, Tha Tuéng Quat chi xét van dé cé mét chiéu: HDQL
la mét mdi de doa cho Chinh phi clia 6ng nén can phai dugc dep bd. Ong khéng nght
dén, hay néu c6 nghi dén thi chac ciing khéng cho 1a mét van dé quan trong: do 13 viéc
gidi tan HDQL, co quan quyén lwc da tao ra Chinh phi ctia éng, lam cho Chinh phi cta
éng bi mét di can ban phap Iy cia no, va khi ma Chinh phu ctia éng gdp phai chuyén
rac r6i vé phap ly khéng gidi quyét duoc thi co quan quyén lwc ndo sé lam trong tai dé
gidi quyét khé khan d6. Chua day ba tuan I& sau, chuyén réc rdi vé phap ly d6 da xay
ra va tao nén mot cudc khiing hodng ndi cac tram trong. Ngay 25-5-1965, Thi Tudng
Quat cai t6 Chinh phl; trong bubi 1& trinh dién tan ndi cac tai Dinh Gia Long, Qubc
Trudng Phan Khéc Stru tuyén bd khong thé ky bb nhiém 2 vi Bd Truéng méi la cac éng
Tran Van Thoan va Nguyén Trung Vinh vé&i ly do la 2 vi B& Truéng cii 1a cac 6ng
Nguyén Hoa Hiép va Nguy&n Van Vinh khong tir chirc.’® Quyét dinh nay tao ra mét
cudc khiing hodng chinh tri trdm trong. Ca Quédc Truéng Stru va Thi Tuéng Quat déu
khéng chiu nhuong bd dé& co thé di dén théa hiép. Hoéi Pong Québc Gia Lap Phap, do
HDQL thanh 1ap ngay 17-2-1965, v&i Cha Tich 1a Trung Tuéng Pham Xuan Chiéu, ciing
bat lwc, khong gidi quyét dugc cude khing hodng.”” Sau cung, ngay 11-6-1965, trong
mot phién hop tai Phdi Tha Tudng cé sw tham dw cta Quéc Trudng Sru va rat nhiéu
tuéng lanh, cudc khiing hodng da duoc gidi quyét mot cach hoan toan bat nge. Ong
Bui Diém, luc d6 1a B& Trudng Pha Tha Tuéng, da ghi lai trong cudn héi ky cla éng,



Gong kim lich st, nhw sau: "Gan bén nam chuc ngudi chen chic nhau trong mét
bau khéng khi cdng thang. Ca éng Stru Ian 6ng Quét khéng ai chiu nhuong bé,
tinh trang bé tic mac nhién dit quan déi vao vai tro trong tai. Lay cé rang dat
nuéc dang trong tinh trang chién tranh, ho doi héi chinh pha va éng Stru phai
som giai quyét van dé. Lo&i qua tiéng lai méi lic mét gay gat, bac si Quat tuyén
bé ngay tai héi truong la é6ng quyét dinh twr chirc va giai tén chinh phia. Quyét
dinh cua 6ng da buéc 6ng Swru ciing phai tir chiee theo, mé duong cho mét giai
doan méi trong lich str mién Nam, giai doan quan nhan nam chinh quyén.”

Dwa trén Tuyén Céo giao quyén lai cho Quéan Déi ctia Quéc Truéng, Tha Tudng
va Cha Tich Hai Pdng Québc Gia Lap Phap, toan thé cac tuéng lanh va tw 1énh quan
binh chiing Quan Lwc Viét Nam Céng Hoa da nhém hop ngay 14-6-1965 va quyét dinh
thanh 1ap hai uy ban: 1) Uy Ban Lanh Dao Quéc Gia do Trung Tudng Nguyén Van
Thiéu lam Cha Tich (Quéc Trudng), "thay mdat toan thé Quan Lwc Viét Nam Céng
Hoa diéu khién quéc gia", va 2) Uy Ban Hanh Phap Trung Uong do Thiéu Tuéng
Nguyén Cao Ky lam Chua Tich (Tha Tuéng), "phu trach diéu khién hanh phap" *°

Véi viéc thanh 1ap hai Uy Ban néi trén, Nhém Tuéng Tré da thanh cdng tron ven
trong viéc ndm tron quyén diéu khién qubc gia mét cach danh chinh ngén thuan. Ho da
lam dugc gi cho dat nudc thi ngay nay, gan 50 ndm sau, tat cd moi ngudi déu da biét
rd. Hau qua nhit thdi va truc tiép 1a viéc Hoa Ky leo thang chién tranh tai Viét Nam
bang cach do at d6 quan bd chién vao Mién Nam va oanh tac lién tuc Mién Béc. Vao
cudi ndm 1965, quan sbé Hoa Ky tai V.N.C.H., t con sb 23.000 cudi nam 1964, da Ién
dén 184.000 quan.?
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