ARTICLE RATES

PHOTOGRAPHY

Photo add-ons to web story
Standalone Art

ILLUSTRATION

ARTICLE RATES
Please submit web posts in Google Docs — and give editors edit access!

Events guides
e Level I: $200
o Includes 10-15 events for holiday/special guides, 12+ for
weekday/weekend guides
o Examples: Things To Do Around D.C. This Week/Weekend, arts agenda
e Levelll: $300
o Usually used for certain holiday to-do guides that are broken up into
categories (food and drink, kids activities, nightlife, etc)
o Often longer

Examples: Alt-inauguration plans, Valentine's Day Guide, Thanksgiving
Guide

Q&A: $275

Level | story: $375

e Day turns or short news stories and features that require minimal reporting
0-3 sources
May include one short site visit (i.e. new business opening)

Examples: Trayon White expulsion, REK transfer approved, Nabiha profile

Explainers: $400
e Requires research and some reporting
e 1-4 sources

e Examples: No heat explainer, REK saga, DC Council, explained

Level Il story: $500
e Most one-scene stories will fit here (i.e. a protest or event that requires
in-person coverage)


https://dcist.com/story/21/03/25/dc-weekend-events-march-25-magnolia-madness-anime-movie-days/
https://dcist.com/story/19/09/05/9-art-exhibits-and-events-to-check-out-in-september/
https://51st.news/its-inauguration-weekend-heres-26-ways-to-enjoy-d-c-anyway/
https://dcist.com/story/21/02/10/dc-valentines-day-things-to-do-restaurants-concerts-oysters-cocktails/
https://dcist.com/story/19/11/14/where-to-dine-out-cater-in-or-drink-with-friends-this-thanksgiving/
https://dcist.com/story/19/11/14/where-to-dine-out-cater-in-or-drink-with-friends-this-thanksgiving/
https://51st.news/dc-council-recommends-expelling-trayon-white/
https://51st.news/a-christmas-miracle-senate-approves-bill-to-transfer-rfk-stadium-land-to-d-c/
https://51st.news/dc-restaurant-nabiha-bringing-palestinian-food-and-culture/
https://51st.news/what-do-to-if-you-dont-have-heat-dc-apartments/
https://51st.news/rfk-stadium-explainer/
https://51st.news/dc-council-explainer/

e [For non-scene stories, 3-7 sources
e Examples: cherry blossom prep, D.C. Jail and COVID, museum reopening, BLM

protest

Level Ill: $800

e Rarely assigned, more complex stories that involve weaving together a
narrative with one or more scenes, subjects, expert analysis, and/or researched
history. Can uncover something new or add a unique narrative to a story.
5+ sources
Often includes in-person reporting and scene-setting
Can involve light data analysis or FOIA filing
Examples: racing presidents oral history, home for adults with disabilities, hand
sanitizer, bakeries during the pandemic

Investigative/enterprise: $1,000+
e On a case-by-case basis, we also work with freelancers on investigative and
enterprise stories that involve extensive research and editing. These stories
uncover something new and create news — they're not features or explainers..
e Examples: Security camera (data-driven story), process servers (investigation)

Arts & Eats: $125 (1) or $300 (2)
e 3short blurbs cataloging a week (or more, if events are spaced out) of eating,
drinking, arts, or events. Additional rate for photography.

Recurring columns: $200
e Aska D.C. Native and any other pitched column fit into this category
e GCenerally no reporting is necessary

Opinion/Commentary: $150
e 7700 words or less

PHOTOGRAPHY

The 51st publishes high-resolution photos. In almost all cases, we're looking for
horizontal photos. Please provide images in a Google folder or Dropbox folder with a
text document of captions for each photo, including names of people, places, and
subjects in each.


https://dcist.com/story/21/03/16/dc-cherry-blossoms-tidal-basin-crowds-pandemic-national-park-service/
https://dcist.com/story/21/01/08/dc-jail-superior-court-lawsuit-indefinite-detention/
https://dcist.com/story/20/07/08/the-coronavirus-emptied-d-c-s-museums-will-they-ever-return-to-normal/
https://dcist.com/story/20/06/10/thirteen-days-in-smaller-crowds-gather-in-d-c-with-grassroots-passion/
https://dcist.com/story/20/06/10/thirteen-days-in-smaller-crowds-gather-in-d-c-with-grassroots-passion/
https://dcist.com/story/18/09/05/racing-presidents-oral-history/
https://dcist.com/story/20/11/30/covid-adults-group-homes-disabilities-larche/
https://dcist.com/story/20/08/26/these-d-c-businesses-started-pumping-out-hand-sanitizer-during-covid-19-its-been-a-lifeline-for-them/
https://dcist.com/story/20/08/26/these-d-c-businesses-started-pumping-out-hand-sanitizer-during-covid-19-its-been-a-lifeline-for-them/
https://dcist.com/story/20/04/15/novice-bakers-are-clearing-out-local-bakeries-supplies-of-flour-yeast-and-sourdough-starter/
https://dcist.com/story/20/03/09/d-c-pays-residents-to-install-home-security-cameras-theres-a-clear-divide-in-which-neighborhoods-take-part/
https://dcist.com/story/20/10/05/thousands-of-d-c-renters-are-evicted-every-year-do-they-all-know-to-show-up-to-court/

Photo add-ons to web story
In cases where the writer takes photos during the course of reporting, usually on
their phones.

e 1photo: $25

e 2 photos: $50

e 3 photos: $75

Standalone photography
In cases where a photographer solely shoots images, and does not also provide copy
or audio
e Half-day rate: $200
o 10+ photos
o One site visit
o Ex: First Looks, gallery previews, The Pledge monument opening
e Day rate: $400
o 10+ photos
o Event or scene photography
o Or more than one site visit
o Ex: protest or demonstration shoot, |local Ethiopian community story

ILLUSTRATION

Illustrators will work with an editor and/or writer to discuss direction and themes of
art to accompany digital pieces. They are expected to deliver at least one sketch of
each piece before final delivery and incorporate feedback. Rates are commensurate
with complexity of each piece — editor will discuss rates with illustrator upon
assignment.

e Rate: $500-$700 per illustration
e Examples: the other Elliots, restorative justice, process servers, 2021 business
closures series

Note: It's important for us to equitably pay freelance contributors, which is why our
rates are public and accessible. As a reader-funded newsroom with a limited editorial
budget, we welcome donations in the form of articles, photographs, and other
volunteer labor. This is not expected or required, but if you would like to do so, please
notify your assigning editor.

HHH


https://dcist.com/story/21/03/29/first-look-las-gemelas-brings-tacos-tostadas-and-mexican-mixology-to-la-cosecha/
https://dcist.com/story/19/10/18/refinery29-has-set-up-an-instagrammable-fun-house-in-d-c/
https://dcist.com/story/20/10/19/arlington-national-cemetery-the-pledge-women-military-service-america-memorial-susan-bahary/
https://dcist.com/story/20/12/23/ethiopia-war-washington-dc-immigrants-abiy-tplf/
https://dcist.com/story/21/01/04/elliot-williams-same-name-doppelgangers-cnn/
https://dcist.com/story/20/05/08/restorative-justice-has-the-d-c-attorney-generals-office-looking-at-prosecutions-in-a-new-light/
https://dcist.com/story/20/10/05/thousands-of-d-c-renters-are-evicted-every-year-do-they-all-know-to-show-up-to-court/
https://dcist.com/topic/pandemic-closures
https://dcist.com/topic/pandemic-closures
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