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Prelude to War 
 

Documented Arms and Equipment of Massachusetts Militia and Minute Companies 
 

The Manual Exercise as Ordered By His Majesty in 1764 (Boston Edition) 
 

A Plan of Discipline Composed for the Use of the Militia of the County of Norfolk 
 

Orders on the Irish Establishment  

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1trEW927W73sCQfGuvyOxg93JEwKT-lFlgb0wbiQ4GVI/edit?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/0B0ZA7Th2s7JVbmxWQjRqT29jY3c/view?usp=sharing&resourcekey=0-2O7xgIhy1YHbMoqH7TFruA
https://drive.google.com/file/d/0B0ZA7Th2s7JVZEJuVHAtUXk4YjA/view?usp=sharing&resourcekey=0-4CXUO0M7ISxKzTmBlWmzhg
https://drive.google.com/file/d/0B0ZA7Th2s7JVQVFmQXBDdDdoSDA/view?usp=sharing&resourcekey=0-7zQNv9laKdhiyXLT4uJ4uQ


 
British Military Orders and Instructions Relevant to April 19, 1775 

 
General Thomas Gage to Lieutenant Colonel Francis Smith, 10th Regiment of Foot 

 
 

https://teachingamericanhistory.org/document/orders-from-general-thomas-gage-to-lieut-colonel-smith-10th-regiment-foot/


British Military Accounts of April 19, 1775 
 

Command Staff 
General Thomas Gage 

Lord Hugh Earl Percy (Pt I) 
Lord Hugh Earl Percy (Pt II) 

Lieutenant Colonel Francis Smith 
Major John Pitcairn 

 
4th Regiment of Foot (King’s Own) 

Lieutenant John Barker 
Lieutenant Edward Thornton Gould 

Private James Marr 
Captain William Glanville Evelyn 

 
10th Regiment of Foot 
Ensign Jeremy Lister 

Ensign Henry De Berniere 
 

23rd Regiment of Foot (Royal Welch Fusiliers) 
Lieutenant Frederick Mackenzie 

 
38th Regiment of Foot 

Lieutenant William Sutherland 
 

47th Regiment of Foot 
Richard Pope 

 
52nd Regiment of Foot 
Private John Bateman 
Ensign Martin Hunter 

 
Marines 

Captain W. Souter 
 

Unknown British Officers, Sailors, and Soldiers 
Extract of a Letter Written by a Private Soldier in Boston, August 20, 1775 

Intercepted Letters from British Soldiers and Officers Printed in the Essex Gazette, May 
12, 1775 

Letter to a “Dr. Rogers” from an unknown Royal Navy officer 

https://www.masshist.org/database/viewer.php?item_id=498&pid=2
https://www.loc.gov/item/02017871/
https://teachingamericanhistory.org/document/report-to-general-gage-on-the-retreat-of-the-american-colonists-from-lexington-and-concord/
https://www.gilderlehrman.org/sites/default/files/inline-pdfs/Lt%20Col%20Smith%20Document%20complete.pdf
https://teachingamericanhistory.org/document/report-on-the-battles-of-lexington-and-concord/
https://babel.hathitrust.org/cgi/pt?id=uc1.b3278509&seq=62
https://www.docsteach.org/documents/document/deposition-20-edward-thoroton-gould
https://www.docsteach.org/documents/document/deposition-19-james-marr
https://archive.org/details/memoirlettersofc00eveluoft
https://archive.org/details/concordfightbein00list
https://babel.hathitrust.org/cgi/pt?id=mdp.69015000006300&seq=9
https://archive.org/details/diaryoffrederick21ptunse/page/n5/mode/2up
https://books.google.com/books?id=qxERAQAAMAAJ&printsec=frontcover&hl=zh-CN&source=gbs_ge_summary_r&cad=0#v=onepage&q&f=false
https://books.google.com/books?id=qxERAQAAMAAJ&printsec=frontcover&hl=zh-CN&source=gbs_ge_summary_r&cad=0#v=onepage&q&f=false
https://www.docsteach.org/documents/document/deposition-13-john-bateman
https://digitalcollections.ucalgary.ca/asset-management/2R3BF1FCT9LPN?FR_=1&W=1536&H=707
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1vagyVj-NeZE9bsRKxdyWx7gqQ078Fqyp5J0iwjVF9_E/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1CeEnyi_W0BrEw0IF8WPQBz62D2gzNeCBla1rJwV2tq0/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1hNz9aaYViFuiz-3gf_Kz1UDi9sMIhhZZsr6Cdy9VBhA/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1hNz9aaYViFuiz-3gf_Kz1UDi9sMIhhZZsr6Cdy9VBhA/edit?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/0B0ZA7Th2s7JVcFdqMk03Ylk2MXc/view?usp=sharing&resourcekey=0-dK-w-V2uaTU0jg_KNjz6yA


 
 



British Political Accounts of April 19, 1775 
 

House of Commons 
History of the Proceedings and Debates of the House of Commons (1775) 

 
 

https://babel.hathitrust.org/cgi/pt?id=hvd.hxh1ag&seq=7


American Military Accounts of April 19, 1775 
 

Acton 
Solomon Smith 
Thomas Thorp 

 
Andover 

Thomas Boynton 
James Stevens 

 
Concord 

Colonel James Barrett 
Captain Nathan Barrett 

Lieutenant Jonathan Farrar 
Lieutenant Joseph Butler 

Lieutenant Francis Wheeler 
Ensign John Barrett  

John Brown 
Silas Walker 

Ephraim Melvin 
Nathan Buttrick 

Stephen Hosmer, Junr. 
Samuel Barrett 
Thomas Jones 

Joseph Chandler 
Peter Wheeler 
Nathan Peirce 

Edward Richardson 
Timothy Minot 

Bradbury Robinson 
Samuel Spring 

Thaddeus Bancroft 
Amos Barrett 

Thaddeus Blood 
 

Groton 
Amos Farnsworth 

 
Lexington 

Captain John Parker 

https://www.google.com/books/edition/Letter_to_Lemuel_Shattuck_of_Boston_from/9Zhs64BDNHYC?hl=en&gbpv=1
https://www.google.com/books/edition/Letter_to_Lemuel_Shattuck_of_Boston_from/9Zhs64BDNHYC?hl=en&gbpv=1
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https://www.masshist.org/database/viewer.php?pid=2&old=1&mode=nav&ft=Coming%20of%20the%20American%20Revolution&item_id=667
https://www.docsteach.org/documents/document/deposition-15-nathan-barret-et-al
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https://www.docsteach.org/documents/document/deposition-15-nathan-barret-et-al
https://www.docsteach.org/documents/document/deposition-15-nathan-barret-et-al
https://www.docsteach.org/documents/document/deposition-15-nathan-barret-et-al
https://www.docsteach.org/documents/document/deposition-15-nathan-barret-et-al
https://www.docsteach.org/documents/document/deposition-15-nathan-barret-et-al
https://www.docsteach.org/documents/document/deposition-15-nathan-barret-et-al
https://www.docsteach.org/documents/document/deposition-16-timothy-minot-jr
https://www.docsteach.org/documents/document/deposition-18-bradbury-robinson-et-al
https://www.docsteach.org/documents/document/deposition-18-bradbury-robinson-et-al
https://www.docsteach.org/documents/document/deposition-18-bradbury-robinson-et-al
https://babel.hathitrust.org/cgi/pt?id=nyp.33433077545899&view=1up&seq=4&fbclid=IwAR3AsqxUttCIRUdwN23CU2lY4hu75peS10I8GcejXvdeRAd8CWrkaSX0fy8
https://www.nps.gov/places/grave-of-thaddeus-blood.htm
https://genealogytrails.com/mass/middlesex/revwarjournalfarnsworth.html
https://www.docsteach.org/documents/document/john-parker-lexington


Solomon Brown 
Jonathan Loring 
Elijah Sanderson 
Elijah Sanderson 

John Munroe 
Ebenezer Munroe 

Levi Mead 
Levi Harrington 
William Draper 

Thomas Fessenden 
Sgt. William Munroe 

William Tidd 
Nathan Munroe 

Amos Lock 
Joseph Underwood 
Abijah Harrington 

Thomas Price Willard 
Simon Winship 
John Robbins 

Benjamin Tidd 
Nathaniel Mullekin, et al (multiple militiamen deposed) 
Nathaniel Parkhurst, et al (various militiamen deposed) 

Timothy Smith 
 

Lincoln 
John Hoar 

John Whitehead 
Abra. Garfield 

Benjamin Munroe 
Isaac Parks 

Samuel Hartwell 
William Hosmer 

John Adams 
Gregory Stone   

Amos Baker 
 

 

Needham 
Rev. Samuel West 

 
Newton 

https://www.docsteach.org/documents/document/deposition-1-solomon-brown-jonathan-loring-elijah-saunderson
https://www.docsteach.org/documents/document/deposition-1-solomon-brown-jonathan-loring-elijah-saunderson
https://www.docsteach.org/documents/document/deposition-1-solomon-brown-jonathan-loring-elijah-saunderson
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https://www.docsteach.org/documents/document/deposition-10-levi-mead-levi-harrington
https://www.docsteach.org/documents/document/deposition-10-levi-mead-levi-harrington
https://www.docsteach.org/documents/document/deposition-11-william-draper
https://www.docsteach.org/documents/document/deposition-12-thomas-fessenden
https://nutfieldgenealogy.blogspot.com/2014/04/eyewitness-to-battle-of-lexington-19.html
https://drive.google.com/file/d/0B0ZA7Th2s7JVeFkxaFVya0FhbTg/view?usp=sharing&resourcekey=0-vIEzOkeWHsGlnRAXpg819g
https://drive.google.com/file/d/0B0ZA7Th2s7JVeFkxaFVya0FhbTg/view?usp=sharing&resourcekey=0-vIEzOkeWHsGlnRAXpg819g
https://drive.google.com/file/d/0B0ZA7Th2s7JVeFkxaFVya0FhbTg/view?usp=sharing&resourcekey=0-vIEzOkeWHsGlnRAXpg819g
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John Richardson 
 

Reading 
Edmund Foster 

 
Roxbury 

William Heath 
 

Salem 
Colonel Timothy Pickering 

 
Woburn 

Major Loammi Baldwin 
Amos Locke 

Sylvanus Wood 
Robert Douglass 

James Reed 
 

 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/0B0ZA7Th2s7JVMElCamp0ZXZTR1U/view?usp=sharing&resourcekey=0-bbQe0xYh6MH20nzIH-TzqQ
https://www.nps.gov/media/video/view.htm?id=81B11922-5192-40A5-AE47-F839CC8F4D55
https://archive.org/details/memoirsofmajorge00heatrich
https://allthingsliberty.com/2019/05/eyewitness-to-the-british-retreat-from-lexington-the-timothy-pickering-letter/
https://curiosity.lib.harvard.edu/worlds-of-change/catalog/149-BAK00153C00740
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1h4uIE1CUzLYszN75dvizp4B0aOQ_8ZFzibatsp8Noio/edit?usp=sharing
https://www.gilderlehrman.org/sites/default/files/inline-pdfs/Sylvanus%20Wood%20Affidavit%20complete.pdf
https://bpb-ca-c1.wpmucdn.com/myriverside.sd43.bc.ca/dist/2/51/files/2016/10/Lexington-Primary-Sources-zwnv0t.pdf
https://drive.google.com/file/d/0B0ZA7Th2s7JVeFkxaFVya0FhbTg/view?usp=sharing&resourcekey=0-vIEzOkeWHsGlnRAXpg819g


Alarm Rider Accounts/ Alarm Letters of April 19, 1775 
 

Paul Revere 
Paul Revere (1798 account of Alarm Ride) 

Joseph Palmer Lexington Alarm Letter 
Alarm Letter of the Amesbury (MA) selectmen ordering the town’s militia and minute 

companies to mobilize for war 
 

 

https://www.masshist.org/database/viewer.php?item_id=98&pid=2
https://www.masshist.org/database/99
https://www.srmml.org/exhibitions/current-exhibitions/lexington-alarm-letter/
https://www.gilderlehrman.org/history-resources/spotlight-primary-source/battles-lexington-and-concord-1775
https://www.gilderlehrman.org/history-resources/spotlight-primary-source/battles-lexington-and-concord-1775


American Political Accounts of April 19, 1775 
 

Massachusetts Bay Colony 
Minutes of the Massachusetts Provincial Congress 

“A Narrative of the Excursion and Ravages of the King’s Troops …” 
“Defend Our Wives and Our Children” - Massachusetts broadside authored by Dr. Joseph 

Warren 
 

John Dickinson to Arthur Lee 
Letter 

 
Various 

Historical Society of Pennsylvania detailing letter traveling from Watertown to Philidelphia 
 
 

 
 

 

https://archives.lib.state.ma.us/handle/2452/795664
https://www.masshist.org/database/viewer.php?pid=2&old=1&mode=nav&ft=Coming%20of%20the%20American%20Revolution&item_id=667
https://www.masshist.org/database/viewer.php?pid=2&old=1&mode=nav&ft=Coming%20of%20the%20American%20Revolution&item_id=535
https://www.masshist.org/database/viewer.php?pid=2&old=1&mode=nav&ft=Coming%20of%20the%20American%20Revolution&item_id=535
https://teachingamericanhistory.org/document/letter-to-arthur-lee/
https://www.sarconnecticut.org/an-alarm-from-lexington/


Civilian Accounts of April 19, 1775 
 

Acton 
Hannah Davis Leighton 

 
Boston 

Sarah Winslow Deming 
Samuel Salisbury 

John Andrews, Esq. 
 

Cambridge 
Hannah Winthrop 

Benjamin and Rachel Cooper 
 
 

Charlestown 
Jacob Rogers 

 
Colrain 

William Draper 
 

Concord 
Martha Moulton 

Rev. William Emerson 
 

Granville 
Lemuel Haynes 

 
Lincoln 

Mary Hartwell 
 

Lexington 
Rev. Jonas Clarke 

Thomas Price Willard 
Rebekah Fiske 
James Adams 

 
Menotomy 

Hannah Adams 
Hannah Bradish 

https://www.nps.gov/media/video/view.htm?id=84235156-FEB5-4BFC-A429-CAF55C782D42
https://www.masshist.org/database/1898
https://collections.americanantiquarian.org/earlyamericannewsmedia/exhibits/show/age-of-revolution/item/47
https://teachingamericanhistory.org/document/account-of-the-battles-of-lexington-and-concord/
https://www.masshist.org/database/3335
https://www.masshist.org/database/viewer.php?item_id=627&mode=transcript&img_step=21#page21
https://boston1775.blogspot.com/2020/04/lt-jacob-rogers-and-confusion-in.html
https://www.masshist.org/database/viewer.php?pid=2&old=1&mode=nav&ft=Coming%20of%20the%20American%20Revolution&item_id=667
https://www.nps.gov/media/video/view.htm?id=78882A4E-BCA7-4380-990B-FB98527FF189
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5tz9CkzcbLE
https://www.nps.gov/media/video/view.htm?id=EBF0FC1F-98E0-4FC1-B8BC-41B739EADD1A
https://www.nps.gov/media/video/view.htm?id=EAD67152-63BA-4AC2-B7BA-484A95B93A0C
https://archive.org/details/fateofbloodthirs00clar
https://www.docsteach.org/documents/document/deposition-2-thomas-price-willard
https://www.nps.gov/articles/000/rebekah-fiske-account-of-april-19-1775.htm
https://www.docsteach.org/documents/document/deposition-18-bradbury-robinson-et-al
https://www.masshist.org/database/viewer.php?item_id=627&mode=transcript&img_step=20
https://www.motherbedford.com/Chronology07.htm


 
North Hampton (NH) 
Rev. David McClure 

 
Roxbury 

Rev. William Gordon (Part I) 
Rev. William Gordon (Part II) 

 
Westboro, Massachusetts 
Rev. Ebenezer Parkman 

 
 

https://static1.squarespace.com/static/590be125ff7c502a07752a5b/t/5cabb1aaf4e1fc03f427ab02/1554756023341/McClure%2C+David%2C+Diary+of+David+McClure.pdf
http://www.drjosephwarren.com/2015/02/resistance-which-the-laws-of-god-and-nature-justified-%E2%80%93-part-i/
http://www.drjosephwarren.com/2015/02/resistance-which-the-laws-of-god-and-nature-justified-%E2%80%93-part-ii/
https://diary.ebenezerparkman.org/


Child Witnesses 
 

Concord 
Charles Handley 

 
Lexington 

Lucy Clarke 
Anna Munroe 

 
 

https://www.google.com/books/edition/Letter_to_Lemuel_Shattuck_of_Boston_from/9Zhs64BDNHYC?hl=en&gbpv=1
https://www.google.com/books/edition/Proceedings_of_Lexington_Historical_Soci/a-gWAAAAYAAJ?hl=en&gbpv=1
https://drive.google.com/file/d/0B0ZA7Th2s7JVWW9Bc0MyVUtlX28/view?usp=drive_link&resourcekey=0-6s9PPTk3C0ll3ZmNdZxL3g


Loyalist Civilian Accounts of April 19, 1775 
 

Boston 
Anne Hulton 
Anonymous 

 
Charlestown 
Jacob Rogers 

Jacob Rogers American Loyalist Claim 
 

 

https://www.google.com/books/edition/Letters_of_a_Loyalist_Lady/V6kKAQAAIAAJ?hl=en
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1xh-iWO_fOIb2YtJz1H6O6zEZOEePKsobnPCxJ4AEm6g/edit?usp=sharing
https://boston1775.blogspot.com/2020/04/lt-jacob-rogers-and-confusion-in.html
https://allthingsliberty.com/2017/09/unfriendly-america-two-sides-jacob-rogers/


Media Accounts and Propaganda of April 19, 1775 
 

“Bloody Butchery” Broadside Describing the Battles of Lexington and Concord 
 

“Bloody News” - Correspondence from Newburyport to Portsmouth, NH as published in 
the New Hampshire Gazette, April 21, 1775 

 
New Hampshire Gazette, April 21, 1775 

 
New Hampshire Packet, September 5, 1775 

 
Massachusetts Spy, May 3, 1775 

 

https://www.gilderlehrman.org/history-resources/spotlight-primary-source/battles-lexington-and-concord-1775
http://passionforthepast.blogspot.com/2017/04/april-19-1775-through-eyes-and-words-of.html
http://passionforthepast.blogspot.com/2017/04/april-19-1775-through-eyes-and-words-of.html
http://passionforthepast.blogspot.com/2017/04/april-19-1775-through-eyes-and-words-of.html
https://www.universityarchives.com/auction-lot/british-response-to-the-battles-of-lexington-and_7AA4177814
https://collections.americanantiquarian.org/earlyamericannewsmedia/exhibits/show/age-of-revolution/item/19


Artwork and Drawings 
 

The Doolittle Engravings of the Battles of Lexington and Concord in 1775  
 

1775 Map of the Battles of Lexington and Concord and the Siege of Boston 
 

“The Retreat From Concord to Lexington of the Army of Wild Irish Asses Defeated by the 
Brave American Militia” 

 

https://digitalcollections.nypl.org/collections/the-doolittle-engravings-of-the-battles-of-lexington-and-concord-in-1775#/?tab=about
https://static.wikia.nocookie.net/arw/images/c/ca/Lexington_Concord_Siege_of_Boston.jpg/revision/latest?cb=20231211004601
https://www.gettyimages.ae/detail/news-photo/engraving-by-amos-doolittle-depicting-the-retreat-from-news-photo/96746106
https://www.gettyimages.ae/detail/news-photo/engraving-by-amos-doolittle-depicting-the-retreat-from-news-photo/96746106


Massachusetts Legislative Records 
 

Journal of the House of Representatives of Massachusetts 

https://catalog.hathitrust.org/Record/000532438

